Journal of 
Scheduled Castes & Scheduled Tribes Research 
and Training Institute (SCSTRTI) | 


Volume 63 = Number 1&2 = June & December 2013 


ADIVASI 


SCSTRTi, CRPF Square, Bhubeneswar, Odisha, India 
E-mail : scstrti@yahoo.co.in, Website : scstrti.in 


Published by ; 


ve &Sepene Tins snr and ating natu (2657274 Conran ool 


Schedul 
Bhubaneswar, 
Editorial Board 
S.K Mishea Member ‘Commissioner-cumSecretary, ST&SC Dev. Dept, Govt of Odisha 
KK Mohan Member Former Director, SCSTRTI, Bhubaneswar. 
Ke. Tapathy — Member Former Protessor & HOD, Dept of Anthropology, Utkal University 
NO, Das Member Former Protessor & HOD, Dept of Population Studies, 

FAA, University, Balasore 
ABO Member-Esior Director, SCSTAN, Brubaneswar 


SC.Mohanly — Member-Associate Editor © $.0. (Researct), SCSTRTI, Bhubaneswar 


ADIVASI is published twice a year, in June and December. by te Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes Resear: 
‘and Training Insttute, CRPF Square, Unit-Vil, Brubaneswar-751003, Odisha, india. i publishes research papers 
the field of secial sciences, applied antopaiegy. development studies. and problems of Scheduled Castes an 
‘Scheduled Thbes. Articles based on ampirical study are guen preference. Italso pubishes book reviews, 


‘The facts prasentad and the views expressed In ADIVASI are the author's and not thos 
Editorial Board and the Institute (SCSTRT)}. The authors are solely responsible for the pr 
‘and their opinions, 


Information for author 


Manuscripts must be lyped on one side of sheet in double space. Two copies of the manuscript including th 

abstract along with the tof copy {CD! Floppy) must be submitted. Bibliography isto be listed alphabetically an 

honologialy foreach aur. Retrencas fo Herahr shoud fatow the pater a8 in Curent Aniwopoiogy 
Hows, 

BASCOM, WR, 1961 Yoruba food, Africa 21, 

BOVILL, EW. 1939, Caravans of ne Old Sanars, London’ Oxford University Press, 


BOGGETT, H. 1965. "The development of the cultivated sorghume”, in Essays on crop plant evelution, Edlled by 5 
oteph Hutchinson, pp. 50-69, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 


‘Auliors shall submit an undertaking in wring wits the article fo the effect that their respective submitted article ha 
‘101 been published earfier anywere and & found so, not the publishers of Adivasi but they themselves shall be het 
responsible 

Authors should send their brief bic-data, 


All communications should be addressed to the EditoriAssociate Editor 


Rate af Subscription : 

{ntand + Single issue Rs15- Abroad: Single tesue $ 1 (one US §) 
Double Issue Rs.20 Douide issue $ 2 (two USS) 
{Annual / Combined) {Annual | Combined) 


‘Back Issues are available for sale. The journal is also supplied on Exchange Basis, 


ADIVASI 


Journal of 
Scheduled Castes & Scheduled Tribes Research 
and Training Institute (SCSTRTI) 


ADIVASI 


VOLUME 53 NUMBER 1&2 JUNE & DECEMBER 2013 
CONTENTS 
SI Name ofthe Paper Title of the Paper Page 
No Contributors 
O1 MK. fen. P. Pathi, Traditional Medicine in Tantric Traditions ' 
AB Ow & K, Seeland 
02 GK. Pedi, N.C.Oash & Reproductive Health Stas of the Hill Khavias of 12 
J Dash ‘Odisha, India 
03 KN, Dash ‘Health Status and Health Care Services: A Study 27 
Among The Tribal Communities of Jaipur District 
of Odisha 
oO Tribal Women Parucipation in Watershed 35 
Development Programme: A Case Swdy from 
Western Odisha 
05 Environment Legisiacions = and = Community 47 
Conservation Initiatives: Challenges in a futuristic 
perspective. 
MK. Jena 
06 K.P. Jena Unearthing the Roots of Alienation of Adivasis from — 58 
Forest Land: An analysis in the context of Odishan 
Tribes 
07) Anil Om Left-wing Extremism in India and its Implications on = 75 
Tribal Touriem: The Case of Western Odisha 
08 Naresh Rout ‘Seruggie of the Tribals and Their Forest Rights in 99 
Odisha 
09 P.Samantray, Indigenaus knowledge of Shiking Cultivation 100 
SS, Mehaney, PPatel_ Observations on three Primiewe Tribal 
MK. Jena Communities in Odsha 


Anuja Mohan Pradhan 


S.C. Mohanty 
Anjali Sahoo 


Myth and Migration: A Revisit to Hiscoriography of 
Kasra 


Creativity among the Tribes of Odiha: An 
Overview 


ne 


Journal of Scheduled Castes & Scheduled Tribes Research and 


Training Institute (SCSTRT1}, Bhubaneswar, Odisha, India 


EDITORIAL 


Advasl Is the oldest research journal in the field of Anthropology. Cultural and 
Developmental Suidies being published uninterruptedly from the Stace of Odisha in the 
postindependence times, Orisha has the distinction of being the homeland of 62 tribal 
communities including 13 Parcularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PTGs). These tribes live 
across the length, and bresdth of the Scare. They are found in all the districts In varying 
numbers. They exhibic wide divergence among themselves in dheir socit, culural and 
economic patterns, The specialty of this segment of the State's population is thar these 
diferent tribal communities are at diferent levels of economic development. While some 
Cf the tribal communities are more acculmurated, some are less acculturaced and st 
some others have retained their traditional culture to a great extent But che fact is, dhe 
caaditional culture and way of living of ehese tribal communities are changing fast and 
heir cultural identicy is desintegrating, Before the pristine elements of eral culture are 
loot in antiquity, fe needs to be documented, disseminated conserved and promoted as far 
as possible, Keeping this in view, since last SO years or $0, the SCs and STs Research and 
Training Inatcute (SCSTRTI), which is the olfest Tribal Research inttinute of the 
Country, has been publishing this nationally reputed Research Journal cthed Adivost 
Incorporating the original articles of reputed anchropologists, sociologists, development 
practivoners, experts and researchers who have worked and gained knowledge and 
‘experience in the field of tribal socieey and culeure, 


“This is che 53 Volume of the Journal hat is enriched with 11 articles contributed 
by 22 eminent researchers an various aspects of wibal society, culture. problems and 
development based on their eich experience and sincere efforts 


‘The credit for the fist article tiled Traditional Medicine in Tantric Traditions 
oes co MK. Jena, P. Pathi, AB. Ora & K, Seeland. They have discussed about the strong 
faith of the tradicional communities on magico-reliious action of plants for human well 
being based upon their belief systems. In 2 cital sociey, the astrologers, shamans, the 
priests or the medicine men usualy patsess such knowledge with the divine blessings, a 
commonly baleved. Such knowledge <ystems are beyond the range of ordinary 
knowledge or undersanding and are mysterious. These extraordinary supernatural 
knowledge systems are often regarded as Tantrik knowledge having its roots in Tantra, In 
this paper the authors have presented the magico-reigious use of certain plants sourced 
from Sandhat Tantra or Yogi Tentra practiced by local bal and non-cribal communities in 
Belghar area of Kandhamal district of Odsha. The knowledge of medicine craced from 


Santhaii Tantra is one of the many forms of traditional knawledge which has not been 
adequately explored The paper is one such amempt towards exploring traditional 
knomtedge systems which local people use in thei everyday rationalities. 


‘The second aracle captioned Reproductive Health Stotus of the Mill Kborias 
#f Odtsho, lndie contributed by GK. Ped, N.C. Dash and J. Dash is the outcome of an 
empirical attempe to suudy the reproductive health practices of the Hil Kharies: a 
Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Group (FTG) of north Odisha who thrive on a hunting and 
food gathering economy. 4c deals with the acwal reproductive scenario of the Hill Kharia 
women observed on their ferbiy sats that though their mean age at marrage is sightly 
low, dhe average fertley of their women = not 30 high and that the prolonged 
breastieeding and the prevalence of wndespread tradional contraception methods are 
espansibie for their low fertile 


Health Stotus end Health Core Servicer: A Study among the Tribal 
Communities of Jojpur District of Oditha is the third arucle authored by K.N. Dah I 
Fighights he health status and health care services prevalenc among the tribal communities 
of Jaipur district of Odisha. lk has intended to astess the general health condition of the 
tribals and co suggest Vable measures for che Improvement of che health stamis of che 
Uibals in the Jaipur district of Odisha and to examine the disparities among diferent 
‘tribal communicies with regard to access and ublization of modern health care services, 


The fourth one is Tribol Wemen Participation in Watershed Developoient 
Programme: A Cate Study from Westen Odisha prepared by Suman Devi and 
Niharranjan Mishra in his paper they have tried to explore che problems of participation 
‘of women of Scheduled Castes (SCs) and Scheduled Tribes (STs) and Other Castes in 
‘watershed management in different phases of implementation 19 their study area. The 
Aindings of the stndy support the idea chac the Watershed Commitee and User Groupt 
Ereated for the watershed are manly dominated by male members of che vilage, 


botogical verity conservation legiation should. by virwe of is content and purpose 
suffices to convinee people about its intent. 


‘The next le, che sixth one is Unearthing the Roots of Alienation of Adivosie 
trom Forest Lend: - An anclysis In the context of Odshon Tribes authored by KP. 


Jena which analyses the situation of tribal land alienation and involuneary displacement. Ik 
bas Sought to explore the enibas' traditional social and economic rights on various types 
of lands in tribal areas in the context of their concept of property and their culturally 
sanctioned pattern of ownership, management. inheritance and transter of property, to 
explain the root causes and the processes that lead to land alienation and land 
‘encroachment in tribal areas and depeasantzation of tribal people and eo examine the 


impact of the protective legislations in protecting their land rights and laws for 
conservation af forests 


The paper presented by the young schohr Or, Ani Ou utled Left-wing 
Extremism In India ond itz Implications on Tribal Tourizm: The Case of Western 
Odisha is the seventh ikem of this yoke This thought provoking paper provides a 
Perspective viewpoint bazed on an empirical study earried out by the author in sample 
‘Western Discricts of Odisha concerning the impications of Left-wing extremism on the 
Prospects of tribal tourism in che region. Appreciating the significance of socio-economic 
develepment on ideological fanaticism, chs paper mentions about the socio-economic and 
‘demographic landscapes of Wescern Odisha as well a a bref genesis of the interventions 
‘made for the eegion’s growth and progress. Other key aspects highlighted in the paper 
Include 1 brief overview of extremism in the region and a succinct account of major 
‘ourist dettinasions in the study area. 


‘The eighth paper named Struggle of the Tribals ond Their Forest Rights in 
Odisha authored by Naresh Rout describes those concurrent sociah economic, and 
environmental problems related to forest issues such as displacement, industriaation, 
mining and several protests in Oditha and their primary indicators which stand as barriers 
fon the way of wibal development. i also highlights the people's viewpoine and 
‘expectations to the problem co act righty during the process of formulation of appropriate 
policies and programmes for the tribal people ic pues the logjeal and considered plots to 
avea! the problems and their related issues as che background of the study 


The ninth paper captioned Indigenous knowledge of Shifting Cultivation: 
Obtervations on three Primiuve Tribal Communities In Odisha contributed by P. 
Samantray, §S. Mohanty P. Patel & MLK. Jena isthe outcome of a team work of empirical 
study. In this paper the authors have made an attempt t explore the indigenous 
knowledge and traditional knowledge by trying to understand the community perceptions 
relating to shifting cultivation. The auchors have analyzed the community perceptions on 
a conceptual and theoretical understanding of indigenous knowledge. in this arempt they 
have studied three Particularly Vuinerable Tribal Groups (FTG), namely. the Dongana 
Kondh of Bissimcuctck Black, dhe Kutis Kondh of Tumudibandh Block and the Lanja 
Saora of Gunupur Block in southern Odisha for whom shifing cultivation is a way of We. 


‘The tenth article sled Myth and Migrotion: A Revirit to Historiography of 
‘Kuidina is presented by Anus Mohan Prachan. tc is based on the theme chat mobility is 3 
gna factor of cvtsion whereas Keratate f an ra 6 reflection inthe arayof 
Pree eae otae ones pines n chase Wey of agar as Tesh caro 
‘context of Kuidina, call for a retook much beyond the colonial perspective of meria, mohua 
and proselramaon. nthe Indian cantexe.tobes ard profesional groups when converued 
Into Jatis were given 2 Varna seams. a jotl rank and if necessary assigned a gotra. This 
constant shifting of races and peoples has given the mosalc ‘of cultural assimilation to 
Kida ~ the land of the Kut speaking people of Odiha. We has emphasized dat the 
Present day research shall look eto the socio-culural history of the people of Kuidina, 
‘ising above the colonial view poine 


‘The credit for presenting the eleventh article aided Creativity among the Tribes 
of Oditha: An Overview goes to S.C. Mohanty and Anjali Sshoo. In this article prepared 
‘Upon analysis of relevant primary and secondary data, a sincere attempt has been made 
(© highlight the creative faculty of che tribes of Oditha in the field of art, craft, dance, 
‘music, painting and rerature. An arburary list of the magice-réligious objects including 
deives and shrine crafts of Odshan iibes has also been presented in this ardcle, An 
effort has also bean made to find out che missing links and factors influencing ereativity of 
the tribal communities as wel 


| extend my heardéels thanks to all che paper contributors without whom this 
Special Volume of Advani could not have seen che Nght of the day, 1 also gratefully 
acknowledge the contribucion of our Associate Editor. Shri SC, Mohanyy, OSD 
(Research) who have akan all the pains and has burnt his mid-night oil to bring out this 
lesue, I is hoped that the papers contained in this volume will be of great use for che 
academicians, researchers, planners, administrators and all dhote who are incerested in 
the subjece matter. 


31" December 2073, Prot. A.B. Ota 
BHUBANESWAR, 


Traditional Medicine in Tantric Traditions 
MK jena’, P. Pothi’, A.B. Ota’, K Seeland* 


ABSTRACT 


Traditional communties have song foth on mapicoekpous acto of plats for hunsan well 
Ding: Such belief systems have ther refecuan in the wadkionel use of plane i vorout res 
‘and ntuots religous performances ond adminstravon of folk medcnes Severo oncient teas 
including dhe Vedo hove reference to mopicorebgout use of paote which tx nextrcobly inked 
{0 the nation of welhbeing. tr a eibal society, it the osvologers or the shomont ar the 
priests oF the medicine men wo urualy possess such knawiedge ond they ore the dine 
ected procitoners, as commonly believed. Suck Anawiedge systems re beyond the ronge 
of ardinory knowledge or undertanding and are mysterious. I is conndered @ secret 
knowledge ond disclosed ar communicated only to oie dsciples This exvoordinory 
bstorer fen Fre! Ta iio halo th, 
ranteo, 


The outhors in the poper hove presented magioveigioas ute of conan pions sourced fom 
Santhall Tonto or Yorn Fonre pactked by loli and non-bol communis in Belghor 
{21eo of Kandooratferswbe Phuber) det of Ode. The originlsonsk vers hos been 
translated and the plants have been botanical ideatfedfor ths presentation. The knowedge 
of medicine traced from sonihak ante is ne of the many forms f tradtono! knowedge 
whic hos not been adequately explored The popar is ene such orem towords exploring 
tradkiont keowdedge spate whit oe! people ue in thes evendoyrovenohtes, 


Key words: Traditional medicine. tanerc cradicion, folk medicine, Sanchal tantra 


Introduction 
Tradicional communities have strong faith on magico-religous action of plants for 
human well-being, Such belief systems have their reflection in the craditional use of 
planes in various rites and rituals, religgous performances and administration of falc 
medicines. The use of plants in diferent religious practices is porsibly the earhest and 
‘most prevalent form of religion (Aieape, 1996). Since the birth of humanity populations 
have derived from nature aesthede or spicitual sustenance and used t for creative ends 
Various religious and supernatural beliefs and foklores help in che prevention of 


"Manager, Foundation for Ecological Securiey, Gautam Nagar, Koraput 
{drmihirkwrar®@yaheo coin) 

2 Gender Coordinator, Sarva Skhya Abhiyan, Koraput (ppathissa@eri.com) 

1 Girector, $C8 ST Department and SCASTRT Bhubaneswar (abors_ota@aty.com) 
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of crees worship tradition in many 
destruction of plants. There are several examples em 
pars of the world under all religions and bekefs (Goldziner, (971, Westermarck, 1963), 


nn have reference to magico-religious Use of plants 
wis nocstany nted te ston ef webieng The ging of Heat Cay 
Sciences in India may be traced to the Vedas - particularly to the Atharva Veda, The 
Kaushika Sutra belanging to Atharva Veds contains details about che art and knowledge 
of healing with plant remedies. The ancient name of the Science of Medicine ig 
‘Ayurveda, Traditionally Ayurveda consisted of eight aspects of deliberation and hence 
Iateer became known as Astanga which includes Shalya (major surgery) Shalakya (minor 
surgery) Kaya chikitsa (treatment of disease of body), Bhuca Vidya (Demonology), 
Rasayana (elixit) and Vajikarana (aphrodisiacs). Astrology was an essential part of 
medical systers in che treatment of che patients, Mani, Mantra and Ausadham were the 
‘expertise for each good and efficent physician. (Krishnamurthy |991 in Jena, 1996), 


‘The magico-religious practices concerning the uses of plants for various purposes 
starting from medicine to accomplishment of various ather worldly objectives is not an 
‘open knowledge. In a ¢ribal society, it is the astrologers, the shamans, the priests or the 
medicine man who usually possess such knowledge are pracutioners by divine blessings, 
as commonly believed. Such knowledge systems are beyond the range of ordinary 
knowledge or understanding and are mysterious. It is considered a secret knowledge and 
disclosed or communicated only to chose disciples who are chosen to be initiated into the 
trade. This extraordinary supernatural knowledge systems are often regarded as Tantrik 
knowledge having its root in Tantra, 


Understanding Tontra and Tanteik rituals 


Tootra has carried the tradition fram ime immemorial to the present day a5 an 
‘expression of the deeper realization of man. it i also regarded as 2 science of infinity 
through the finite—the limited world of form. It ceaches knowledge and experience of 
the macrocosm through the microcosm ef the infinite by means of the limited, of 
supreme consciousness through individual consciousness. Tonto isa practical system, I 
comprises a vast number of practices to suit all personaly types, combined with the 
Highest concepts resized by the sages in deep meditation, over the ages. As a science it 
does not atk the practitioner (o accept anything at face value. Validity is by and bree, 
Proved through personal experiences. The practitioners comprehend Tanua a 
something that is expanding one's awareness, extending che frontiers of mind beyond 
‘mind in an effort co anain spiritual knowledge and liberation. Much of tanta is 
concerned with worship in a ritualistic form regarded as practical toni, Practical tantra 
is summed up by three main aspects: Manta {che rules, principles and the actal 
system), Yantra (the vehicle of consciousness), and Mandala (the form of consciousmesi). 
Within these cheee i inched everyting in che material universe. In fact, everyting 
around us, including ourselves is compesed of mantra and yantra, 


‘The Vorb tanta cassis the main subjecs of tantra as consciousness, the creation 
and destroction of the universe (Sts end Praia), worship of deities (deri or da 
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buje). classification of beings. astronomy and astrology. diferent levels of awareness 
oka), nadis and chakras. laws and duties in sociecy, sacramental rites, (Samskeres) 


cantecration of houses and wells exc. description of shrines, yora, mayo, sadhana 
(matic), eksha, yoge, medicines of many types inchiding ayurveda and science. it a0 
included alchemy, the art of Iving a frugfl and blissful Hf, and the ute of sexual energy 
a means to unfold higher awareness 


Tantra is widely held to be based on the vedas but there is much evidence to suggest 
thatthe rots of tantra predates them, just as le appears Tonto exited in Europe long 
before the writings of the Bible, Ic is probably safest ro say thae the erigin of both the 
vedas and of tantra is lost n the depth of pre-history. Tontra must have existed much 


long before it was wreten dawn. i is difficult to s¢e how i arose directly from the 
vedas as the texts are so diferent. 


Tora ales at transforming everything in Minto a ritual 40 that individual performs any 
action and choughe with 2 fesing of worship and awareness. The action of bathing, 
dressing, sicting for worship, aflering various symbolic sacrifices, the union of man and 
‘woman, the stages of development from conception, birch, and marriage to death are 
‘transformed into worship. Worship are not confined te the temples or shrines. 


rites of tanta do work lf performed correctly and the proof is not to be found in books 


Health traditions in Sonthali Tantre 
Healthcare and medical practices prevailing in remote 
especialy in the Kandhamal districe che preseri 

yt Ka oles rs ee 
pean very frat to Bhute Vidye (demonology} and vajkoran (aphrodisiac) 
Principles referred in ancient ayurveda. 


tribal pockets of Odisha, 
ieions In Samthol torte 


During fieldwork with the Kutis Kondhs in Belghar area of Kandhamal district, the 
authors came acress some folk healers who believed that Sontholl tantra 1s the key 
lWistrument guiding them in medical praccice. Mahadev Patro, belonging (© the Gond 
community, who used to be a priest im the local Shiv cemple, preserved one such palm 
leaf inscription, which according to him isthe key medical reference, He used to offer 
regular worship especialy on Tuesday and Wednesday. offerings to the leaf inscription 
and conducting rites and rituals at Intervals to ensure effectiveness of the prescriptions 
in the text. In some parcicular day of the year, che leaf inscription is offered blood by 
sacrificing pygsone. f needed by the Yop - the Lord of the tanta, the practioner used 
{0 puncture his finger to offer blood. On Thursdays he does nce practice any prescription 
{rom the text and never in evening the text és to be consulted, He lived on the firm 
belie that as long es the text ls properly expected the praccitioner would not fal it his 
fore to cure various ailments and human suflerings. The loca! people believed tha, 
Mahadev must have did fot of sodhona tor master the art of healing with aid of the text, 


Mahadev would not share the text with anybody giving the wmpression that if the text 
falls a the wrong hands the medicinal eficacy ofthe preseriptions can never be realized, 
For a practice, he would study the symptoms in a person and then choue the right 
Prescription from the text and after chat would recommend some rites, perform some 
acts oF ricuals, and finally administer the medicine. According to him, the faith of the 
Patient in the practiioner matters most in realizing the efficacy of the prescription and 
Crug administration. Mahadey, however, was not conservative about sharing the 
knowledge rather was careful about chosing the right person to share the knowledge 


with. According to him, rarely chere are people who are ghted with such preciout 
Povsession of knowledge 


Kutta Kondhs often invite Mahadew for groha shont puja for children and adults and he 
is also the last referral in 


by Mahadev with the authors, 

‘on of plants described 
Most of the medical tips 
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‘dat Lord Shia shared with his wile Parvati. The story reveals that, once out of 
curiosity, Parvatt asked her Lord to know the different aspects of plant world and their 
healing qualities. The reply of Shiva with respect to this question is the essence as 
presented here. Here the lord has pointed our the good and evils of the society as well 
as the medicinal use of many plants. Only chase conversant with the medical aspect of 
the plants are presented with their corresponding botanical name. 


Purbabhadea padom yaya svisa* mute gohyayate 
Nijonge guptebhabeca dhazane sarve santoych 
* Albizia lebbeck (L) Benth., Indian Walnut (E) 


All ypes of fears are dispslied, diseases are cured and success in all postive endeavors 
is assured, when the root of this eree is warn secretly on a particular day with a 
parccular type of canatellation (Purbabhadra) present in the sky. 


Suklamokenda’rnulom ca pusyorke yoo! dharoyet 
Sarva graha desham herya serrasant prodovabah 
* Calotropis giganteo (L) R.Br., Giant Milk Weed/Swaltow Wart 


‘The root of this tree is worm in dhe left hand of che women and right hand of the men 
‘9m any Sunday when there (5 & conseeliacion called pusiye present in the shy, This cures 
many types of diseases and drives away any type of bad emen that might be present 


Funarnabatpichimordham**sidhonham***ghrto sanyuktom 
‘Dhurmeapradancen yosyanam texyo raha visa 


* Boerhavia diffura (L.), Spreading Hogweed (E), ** Azadirachta indice (L), 
‘Neem (E) 


‘ Brossico junceo (L.) Czern & Coss, Mustard (E) 


Equal quantity of these three herbs ts to be mixed up with the buteer of the cow mile 


‘This soletion 1s then fried in the fire. The smoke coming out of the fire when inhaled 
‘cures diseate and dispels the enemies, 


Guluch® muleemadaya sikhando™ soba peshiam 
matzake wokom badya sorearisita prashontayet 
* Tinotpore cordfalia (Wild) Miers, ** Sontolum album (t}, Sandal Wood Tree (E) 


Alltypes of headaches and other diseases is cured by putting che mixture of the root of 
this tree and coconue water on the head. 


Dhabotokonda* mulam co pushyerke grhitam puna 
{Jolenam peshiam tesya marke dharoyet yodi 
Sora ra sora bya soradshkhsvnasanam 
Sarvs sonepida saekiesha rvaranam 
* Calotropis gigantea (L) RLBr., Giant Milk Weed/Swallow Wart (E) 


“The root ofthis plant is breught and grated with water on any Sunday, when the Pushy 
star is presene in the night. 0 thac all ypes of ditease, misery, ei spirit and pain vanishes. 
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Pushyorke dhabolam gunjamulam* grahanarnstamar 
sishukanthe samadaya grohedoshad shantikart 
Abrus precatorius {L), Crabs eye (E) 


All eypes of chil-diseases resulting out of the bad effect of the planets are exterminated 
by wearing the roots ofthis planc on any Sunday when Psy Star Is eresen in Ue shy, 


Akobora prbkate co sira dhautom susnano keih 
Yena biwamulam dheuwo sarvadoshestu santikern 
‘Aegle mermelos (L) Corr., Bacl Tree (E) 


‘When this ree's root is worn in the right hand of che male and left hand of the female all 
‘Types of evi effeccs ofthe planets are dispelled. This is so be done on Sunday after cing bath, 

Doruharidra* rojoni** raktochandana®** champokoin**** 

Kumkumaia™**** sahasanyogom peshtam modhusanyutoh 

Guukern karayehonya roudee susbka samochoret 

Dhoranasya ruchikencha sorvorshia vinesona 
* Barberi oxiatica (Roxb) Indian Barbery (E), ** Curcuma longo (t.) Turmeric (E) 
*** Prerocarpus santalinus L.F. Red Sandal Wood (E), **** Michelle champaco 
+4" Crocus sativus LSaffron (E) 


ANI these plants are to be mixed up and grated together, When stall tablets thus 
prepared are kept with onesell all ypes of mizeries and agonies are mitigated, 


‘Mustakat mustirea® caiba yesthimadhu somanwitar 
Ghritena peshitom taxya vokhedtiahta vinarokrwtomn 
* Cyperus rotundus (L), * Vetiverio zizonioidies (NASH), Vetiver (E) 


All ypes of hazards are feebled when equa! quantity of root of chese plants are taken 
‘with yastimadhy and grated with burterighee of cow milk. 


Sounbara prabhote ca arwaitha* wikshye mulayah 
Grahanam kurutetasya jolene peshiom punch 
Tiokam shira deshena dharayet yasya manabeh 
Tosya rishea vinosam ¢a sukhom scubhagyam bordhanar 
“Ficus religiosa (L.) Pippal Tree (E) 


‘On any Saturday the root ofthis tree is graced with water se as to relieve onesek from 
all eypes of pains and diseases. 


Pushyarukhyarkabare ca mush" erahyoyenneroh 
Tamea damarkka madiye sthoptam gupia bhabe wah 
Puntha dakshina bohune yuratyam bamebahuisi 
Dharayet yasya gubtena sarvarshta vinesanam 

Sarva Klesham, zara dubidiom, sorva kashto nibaranom 
Sarva saubhagyam apnot kathitam porameswarsih 


*Curculige orchioides, Gaeren. 


The root of this ree és collected on any Sunday with Fushya constefoton and kept Inside 
3 Copper Talisman, This talisman is to be worn in the right hands of the male and left 
hhands of the female to lessen all types of sefferings from dificult diseases immediately. 
This tlisman is also instrumencal in weeding out penury. 


CChandrograhana kale ca bimbimutorn® tu grahoyet 
Kenthe malom krkam yesyo tasya rishtodi noshanam 
"Trichosonthes cucumering L., L: Mahakal 


The root of this plane is worn as a garland in the neck in order to dispel evil spirits and 
everyone becomes hypnotized by the person who wears it 


Gostingom sripholam* mulam priangu debokeshtho"* kain 

‘Marjara mala champevam*** gojomutrany ea sanyuktom 

Banscewacho' kusthavutim"*** bonhina rikhyepa bhavet 

Tesya dhupo prodanena sorva rshta vinosyat! 

Sunko grina madtye co vasyasye dhupa danovah 

Sarva graha dexhary harper nischayam paramesworeit 
* Aegle marmelas (L} Corr, * Polyalthia fongifolio (SONN.) Thw., Mast Tree (E) 
“**Mlichelia champoco (L.), Champak (E), **** Costus speciosus (Koenig) Sm. 
"Bamboo bark, Gojamucram — Elephant urine 


te means that the God Is calling to his wife (Goddess) about dispeling the evi spirits and 
negative forces of wicked people. All the above mentioned things are to be grated 
together and are to be simmered ja the fire. The smoke thus coming oue is «© be 
lnhaled deeply co dispel the evil effects of the planets on the children and is co be 
interspersed in the room where the child is born in order ro mitigate any evil effects 


Biwamulam® samadoye hestena dhorayet yoo 
Sorvorishto vineshosyotsorva kieshe mibaranam 
+ Aegle mermatos (L.) Corr. 


‘When the root of this tree is worn (after taking bath) inthe right hands of the male and 
left hands of the female, al types of miseries are mitigated 


Souribara prabhote ca aswastho* mula grabayet 
Kotyam bedhwancha drudhena otmarokshva prokirttah 
* Ficus refigiosa (L-) 


(On any Saturday the rect of this cree is brought and worn in the wrist for self defense. 
‘The person is safe in any dangerous situation. The effect is lost on disclosing the matter. 
Dhakn malar bitea**rulam eudeo jota* Foularyo co 
Puchyorka vagenc grohanam kurute punah 
Taree demoarika madhye yatnena sthopicam yoda 
Bahunam dharonam tasyo byaghrabhaya nibaranam 
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* Emblico officinalis Gaertn. Indian Goosberry (E). ** Aegle mormelor (LL) Corr. 
“ Celosio cristate L. Cock’s Comb (English) 


‘On any Sunday when the Pushya star is present, the roots of these (rees and plant are 
to be collected and kept in 2 copper talisman. This helps in dispelling che fear of tigers in 
the forest. Anyone who has to go to the forest needs to wear this in order to save 
himsell from tigers, 


Pushyarka mathave bhouma basaram yadi tsthav 
Suradumra* rutam tasya grohonam gupsabhaboyah 
Sole peshonam cae tat sange nice mérta 
Sebane sorva ragam ce vinoxam bhaban dheubam 

* Polyalthia tongifolia 


The roots of this plant are brought on any Sunday or Tuesday when the Pushya star is 
present and masticaced wich water. Then more water is added to it and «is taken to 
east away the vicious effects ofthe evil spirits 


Bramhadandi* mulam-grahyom radro jota** mutotye co 
Biwa*** muta samyuktonn sable peshanom taha 

Tasyo niraipo panera sarea wyadhi nboranam 

Sarva riabto binosyont rune banbimibasmatam 

‘*Tricholepis glaberrima DC, **Celosio cristata, **hegle marmelos 


‘The roots ef cheve species are broughe and grated in water. This water is taken to cure 
‘many irrevocable diseases juse as the grass is easily consurned inthe fire. 


Saunbara probate ca nirgundi*mule grahoyet 
Punsheno dokshina bohwe norinam bara bahwoko! 
Snonante dharayatyosya sah saree weram ducom 
Exahikom dwohikam ca travkam chaturahokam 
Sars jmarannasyant sone Weshe niboranom 
Saresuaamayom dev no a anyatha kadachanam 

* Vitex negundo CL, Indian Privet (English) 


‘The God is addressing to the Goddess about different types of fever and their 
remedies, Thac on any Sunday the root of this plane is to be worn in the cight hand of 
‘the male and left hand of the female or inside talisman which must have been made an 
the same day for curing any cype of fever immediately. 


Nogora*mule dhustorom"* cuba somathogena grittom 
Sireno draroyt yaya karanyam pracbedoye 
‘Sarworom prascbam tayo sar Keshorivaronam 
Sarva dikna wraseya 2 conga kadacanam 

. Datura mete! (L.) 


Equal quancties of both the plants mononcd above isto be brought and applied on the 


forehead of the woman to rei 
‘woman to relieve her of the dedvery pain and also «= bvor 
process smoother tis ete iosebeery 


fekpan mnt cdo Same 
bv ton tye oeon Sorte 
Ph pan om opin tog 
Som thibomnur sonar 
* Achyranthes aspera (L} Prickly Chaff Flower (E), **# rrocerpus sentatious 
Red Sandal Wood (E) ss a pee 


The God is addressing the Goddess about the pregnant women who hive problem 
retarding the release of placenta after the chid ls born, The coots of these plants are to 
be bough and mascicated with water This soluton is to be applied on the forehead of 
‘he pregnane woman for smoath removal of the placenta, 


Ashoka" mulam gadiwam joleno vdhyote yoo: 
‘Madhwonspane sebyam co /utu desta wiasoyole 
‘"Saraca asoca (Roxb.}de. Wilde 


The root of this plane is collected and |s bosled in the water, This decoctron i mixed 
vnc a hele heney and given to the allng women to cure any type of menserual probiems 


Kahika* mula dugdhena peshanom kunite yas! 
Sebonom madhy sonyudte manabo nono siambitonm 
+ Heolikare achras (Roxb,) Dab. 


The FOC of this plane s gested with cow-mdk and then taken with a tla honey to 
inereate one's concentration 

Kunkuma® sindura” kusthom*= erkhandom*** dhumerdhite 

Kapole slokom dhniwa mehayet xacronarom 
% Crocus sativus (L.), Saffran (E), “* Costus speciosus, ***Sontatom olbum 
Sandal Wood (E), # Vermilion 


All the aforementioned things ate 10 be mixed up in equal proportions add with a htle 
honey and applied on the farchead t9 hypnocze any person at a glance: 


Sriphola® dala dugdhena peshoua chotiaroyet 

GGharsonam tiakom yasya mahonom sarveto moni 
* Aegle mormelor 
‘The teaves of this tree are grated with com-mik and dried co emake small tablets. At the 
‘immo of need these cablets are again graced with water and applied on the forehead 1 
trypnorize all 

Sweto punaraata* mule pont “*mulo sonyukte 

Rudiejata™** mulam tazyo medhyahone barge baxore 

s 


Somabhage grivawatu krushna chee Poyesyo co 
Peshane tlokam ahvies sarvaprens bimahita 
+ Boerhovio diffura (L-JSpreading Hogweed (E). * Tinorpora cordifolia 
(Willd) Miers 
s¥* Cetosia cristata, 
In the afternoon time any Friday the roots of these plants are broughe secrerly and 
arted with Ove milk of a black cow. This # applied on the forehead co hypnotize a 


‘whole mass of people. 


Groban parogam yasya saunbare bhabet yoo! 
‘Adiyobara mathaba tasya Bele tu ayet 
Bheungaroje* mola dhekwom roudreno suihka mapmuyet 
Swabokre dhoroyet yorys Bhosene soremohio 
* Bocopo monies (L.) Wettst. Thyme Leaved Gratiota (E) 
(On any Sacueday ar Sunday. when either Lunar Eclipse or Solar Ectipse takes place, the 
e0t of this plane is collected and kept dried. Thes dried root is kepe inside the mouth 


secredy in order to hyprocite peop’e while delivering speech, 


Krushng dhustaro® reulam > swetoperapta”* statho 
‘Aswottho"** mula dharoyet sounbarore 
Serveprani chittom mabyom sarvom basibhute thobet 
Noranon samokhyate basyctam bebo dhrvbom 

* Datura metel, ** Clitoris cemotes (L.), *** Ficus religion 


“The roots of these plants are coveted on any Saturday and are worn in the hands (0 
frypneute men and women slike 

tiwopotra" kore Owe riba ptrom”*punah puna 

Yasya nemachcharanam co dahye muchchatonar Bhabet 
“hepa marmelos, *Arodirachta indica, A.Juss, 


“The leaves of thote «wo trees are collected on any day and thrown inne che fire uttering 
the rame of the person on whem one wants to cako revenge. The person's Me 
becomes miserable afcer performing this rite 

Dhatn*kastha somadoye bw" "osha ca sonychiam 

Chitogn na dabyed yosye nomachcharane prvakam 

Tesyochchotana kurbito yoxyc name smarom todo 

Tosye gokshive sebyom co save somt photoprodah 
+ Emblica officinalis Indian Gooseberry (English) 
The woods of these «wo trees are collected and is throws | simulcaneou! 
funeral Gre uttering the rame of the man om whom one wants to take revenge. The 
man’s life becomes miserable afterwards, The effect of thit can be noweralized simply by 


‘aking cow mill. 


in to the 


Conclusion 


‘The concepts and pracuices of folk medicine are based wpon the humors! theorict 
cosmological speculations and magic The amin practice Geld of thes disopling mide 
witery, bone serting. super natural coring praceice, with main emphasis boing on 
voluation of natural herbs, roots, planes and other nmural things. around them 
Empincal knowiedge of local commutes especialy in uibal region, in general is 
Cfansmitted through verbal means and folklore from generation to guneravon, Theie 
se of medicine is sometimes eudimencary sometimes very Specalized, in certain e254 
bared on ascrologcal herbalim and in several cases they take «o wniric W2BONS, 
APC. Mystciam. religous performances with o¢ without ececution of a saerce, The 
fnomledge of medicine waced (rom sanitot tan ig one of the many forms of 
‘traditional knowledge which has aot been adequately explored. Moreover. the concept 
of disease and erestment im 4 wrbal society is unique, sometimes simple co understand 
and sometimes toe complex to inerprec 


‘Tradiional medicine it value based. no matter how diverse Hs in diferentat social 
fetong and cultural conceate. There are growth poskve, growth-negetive and growths 
Neutral values in every scenery associated with eradnional heakthcare. Such knowledge 
systems would concribute immensely in the integration and synthesis with any other 
recognized system of medicine as well help preservation and coniervation of 3 great 
Aliversiy of important flora. As ong a5 folk utes of che plante continue to be there, be it 
for medicine or food or for material and religious culture. people would continue to 
are and conserve such species from extinction. The survival of 4 cukore requires 
Invepricy and creativity, The surval of ethno-modenal euture requires that che 
dynamics that kept icalve ver centuries be protected and cherihed 
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ReproductiveHeaith Status of the Hill Kharias of Odisha, India 


ABSTRACT 

This i on empirical anempe to study the reprotucore heath procices of the Hil Khavox: ¢ 
Portcularly Vulnerable Tribe! Group (PTG) of neeth Odsho. They ore sparsely distributed mostly in 
‘Moyurbhanj Disteie of Odea. For shi study Doto have been coteced from 460 evermorried 
women ofthe reproductive oge group (15-49 peers) curing 2040. The prevent pope deal withthe 
‘actuat reproductive scenario of the Khoriowomeniit * noticed thot the Khartos are extremely poor 
‘nd thre on 0 food gathering and hunting economy. The observation of ther fety shows that 
though their mean age at morrioge i sigh tow {1 7yeors), the overage ferdity of their Women t 
Ot s0 high 2.3.4 {mean concepvon), This community és for away from whe reach of the modern 
family and heatih servicer provided by the government. However, itis observed chat the prolonged 
breastfeeding and the prevcieace of wiespreod woddonelcontracepuen methods are denied 
the responsible foctor: for offecung such « low ferviny of Ure present popuiotion 


Keywords: Primitive, reproduceve health, conception. fertility, bresssteeding, contraception 


Reproductive Health 

Reproductive health has been a recent thrust issue in most of the countries i the 
developing world; India is no exception. Reproductive health includes the age at marriag 
reproductive performance and fertiky regulation, care during pre-natal. natal and pose 
natal period, breast feeding and infant care practices exc 


World Mealth Organization (WHO, 1995) estimates that of the 150 to 200 mlion 
pregnancies that occur worldwide each year, about 23 million lead to serious complications 
and half s million of these end with the loss of mother, Ninety nine percent of these deaths 
take place in developing countries, 
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Women are mere vulnerable in the society, especially the poor tribal women who are 
more prone (© the reproductive health problems such as pregnancy, delivery and post. 
delivery complications, side effects of contraceptive use and other reproductive health 
problems, To avoid these health prablems, women should have health checkup lke ante- 
natal check-up during pregnancy, natal and post natal check-up at the time of delivery and 
after delivery which would protect the health condition of the future born babies of 
women, Further, health check-up for chiléeen {nmunization and other ailments) would 
maintain a good health stacus and ulimacaly becter survival of children. 


The Hill Kharia 


‘The Hill Kharias are widely spread over Odisha. Bihar, West Bengal and Madhya 
Pradesh, They claim to be the autochthons people of the Mayurbhanj Hills The Simnlipal hit 
ranges are the hearth and home of the Hill Kharia. They are also found in insignificant 
fumbers in Manbhum, Chotanagpur and Singhbhum in Bihar, Midinapur and Bankura in 
‘West Bengal, and Baleswr, Keonihar, Sambalpur and Dhenkanal in Odisha. According to 
the 2001 Census the total Kharia population in Odisha was 1.9 lakhs and increased «0 
about 22 lakhs in 2011, (Census 2001. 201). 


Age at menarche 

‘Age at rnenarche Is important co record dhe biological age of the members of any 
community for their entry into the reproductive age.(Balgi,1994). The age at menarche of 
the Kharia women is given below. 


TABLE-1 
Age at menarche of the Ever Married Women (EMW) 
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‘The mean age at menarche of the Kharia women is found to be 13.4 years, 
Maximum percentages of the Kharia women attain menarche at the age of 13 t0l4 years, Ie 
|s inceresting to note that only 0.4% women attain menarche at the age of 16 years, 


Age at First Marriage 


Age at first marriage is che actual age of women for thelr enury Into the 
‘reproductive process, (Pandey and Tawar, 1987). The age a¢ first marriage of the Kharla 
‘women is given below, 


TABLE-2 
Age at Marriage of the Ever Married Women (EMW) 
‘Age group in years Number of EW. Percentage 
<B » 43 
BIS % 196 
3 W618 22 46.1 
1921 102 "| 
>2t 36 78 
Total 460 100 
Mean age at Marriage ~ 17.2 years 


FIGURE- 2 


Percentage Distribution of age at marriage of the Ever Married 
‘Women (EMw) 
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‘The mean age at macriage of che Kharia wormen is found to be 17.2 years, Table-2 
shows chat maximum percentage of women (46.I') get married between 16 co 18 years. I 
{salvo observed that 43% women get married below 13 years of age which i a fede early, 


Age at First Conception 


‘Age at firse conception shows the gap becween the age at marriage and the 
fendiness the women for the frst birth. The Age ac firs conception of the Karla women 
gven below. 


TABLE-3 
Age at Ist Conception of the Ever Married Women (EMW) 
‘Age group in years Nomber of MW | Percentage 
<5 2 os 
5 8 1 
718 i az 
Ts i 7 
22-24 3B 82 
> ie 35 
Total 460 100 
‘Mean age at Ist Conception — 17.98 years 
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‘The mean age at first conception i found co be 17.98 years. 


This shows that the 


sap between age at marriage and age at firse conception is nearly eight months, This is also 
observed Irom the table that maximum percentage of women (41.7%) have conceived 


between 16 to 18 years, 


Age at First Chitd Birth 


‘Age at frst child birth of any woman belonging to any community is very important 
‘not only to the woman bur also te che family and society. The age at first child birch of the 


Kharia wamen is given below. 


TABLE-4 

‘Age at |st Child Birth of the Ever Married Women (EMW) 
‘Age group in years Number of EMW Percentage 

<5 

hs a 13 

i616 Te 387 

Tar ne 252 

nu a 204 

324 2 i= 4a 

Torat oe 100 

‘Mean age at Ist child birth = 19.0 years 
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Percentage distribution of age at Ist child bith of the Ever Married Women {EMW) 
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‘Table 4 reveals the mean age at firsc child birth of the Kharia women which is 19.0 years. 
‘The gap between the mean age at frst macriage and the mean age at first childbirth Is 1.8 
years which further confiems the fact chat che average women conceive after eight months 
‘of marriage. 


Fertility Performance 

Human fertly fs responsible forthe biological replacement and maintenance of the 
human species. Table 4.3.5 presents the feruiiry performance of the ever atarried women, 
‘The coxal number of conceptions. uterine wastage (abortion and suilbirth) and lve-births 
are some of the major findings of the sy. 


TABLE. 5 
Fertility performance of the Ever Married Women (EMW) 
‘Conception ‘Abortion | Stibireh Civesbirth 
Noof | % | Noot No ¥ io of 
Number_|_EMW. EMW MW EMW 
coelasa oe | 3% fei | az fost is [33 
D | 22 [4 3) 78 | 74 (isi 
2 7 | 169 | 8 6 [ea [ 7 [at 
3 io | 6 | 6 Fs En a TE 
4 us| a | 4 + [ov] ea | ist 
$ 3 | 6s | 2 [4 
Ca above | 78 6 n_| 26 
Toremw] «60 | 100 | 460 ‘wo_| 100 | 460 [100 
Tawatne of { Conception 1436 | Abortion -104 | Seitbireh-70 | Livebirth -1270 
‘ean (per Bit eB ots 276 
woman) 
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5 The toral number of conception of che 460 Kharia women is found co be (436 and 
‘thus the mean conception per women is 3.12. The conceptions terminating before birth 
are taken 5 uterine wastage (Abortion + Stillbirth), n this population the uterine wastage 
Is found to be 0.38 which is a moderate value. Icis further noticed that che voral number of 
iverbirths of the women is 1270 and thus the mean live-brths per wornan is 2.76, 


Antenatal Care 


Antenatal care refers to pregnancy related health care provided by 2 doctors or 
health workers in a medical facibiy or at hame. 


TABLE -6 
Antenatal checkup recaived 
‘Antenatal checkup received “Antenatal checkup not 
received 
Nomber reeneage Number Percentage 
[es 28 Co Taz 2 
won Folic Acid (IFA) | Teeanus Toxod (Tt) 
jo Ter % io 
q a6 
FIGURE ~ 6 
Percentage distribution of Antenatal Checkup received 
" Antenatal Antenstal_ tron Fate Tetanus 
‘echip —checkopnot — ACALIFA) Tonal) 
revokes recened 


Table 6 highlights the acceprance of che maternal care services provided by the 
Government. 648% women received antenatal checkup where as 35.2% did not receive 
any antenatal checkup. Ics ako observed tat 31.7% of ce women have taken IFA rbless 


and 45,0% of the women have taken atleast one TT vaccine. 


sv 


TABLE-7 ot 
Reasons for not availing antenatal -———— 


Reasons for not availing antenatal checkup | Number of EMW | Percentage 
Not required i eu 
Tiders Gd noe allow S 2 
Non availabilty of sta = ti 
Timing ofPHC not sabe id os 
No topaly of medicine ny = 
Bay other reason 2. = 
No response . = 
ai 7a a) 


FIGURE -7 


Percentage distribution of Reasons for not availing antenatal checkup 
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‘There are several reasons reported by the women for not availing any antenatal 
checkup. Maximum percentage of women reported that elders did not allow (26.3%) and 
there is no supply of medicine (25.9%) while 23.7% women also reported that itis not 
‘required and pregnancy it 2 normal phenomenon, 
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Natal Care 


One of the important major thrust areas of the RCH programme in India is to 


encourage and promote deliveries under proper hygienic conditions and under the 
supervision of trained health professional. 


TABLE-8 
Place of delivery 
Place of delivery No of EW. Percentage 
Home 367 798 
Hospieal 8 202 
Total 460 100 
FIGURE ~0 
Percentage éistribution of Delivery at the Place 
10 
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‘Table-8 shows that in spice of the various schemes of Government for promoting 
Inscicutional delivery, 79.8% women stil have home deliveries and 20.2% go for institucional 
dotivery, 

TABLE-9 


Birth assisted by DoctoriANMIElderly Woman 
Individual attending the delivery 


Dactor ARRAY Bier warian 
Woot enw [S| NeofeRW [% | —Nootthw [= 
7 {152 % ST 364 73.1 


‘Total No of BMW 460, 


FIGURE-9 
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Table-9 provides information on assistance during delivery by doctors, healch 
professionals (ANM or LHV) and elderly women. It is seen that maximum percentage of 
women (79.1%) are assisted by the elderly women while 5.7% receive assistance from 
ANM and 15.2% avait assistance from the doctors, 


Child Care 


‘The healthy survival of the newborn baby ts dependent on the health status of the mother 
and the feeding and weaning practices among infants which have always been an aren of 
‘spacial interest where child rearing practices are concerned, (Srinivasan etal, 1989), 
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Table-I0 presents the detais of the initiation of breast feeding ater childbirth. 
Maximum percentages of women (56.3%) initiate breast feeding on the second day while 
14.3% of the women initiate breast feeding on the first day and 17.0% of the women initiate 


breast feeding on the third day. Thus the practice of discarding colostrums is prevailing in 
this tribe. 


TABLE-1t 
Duration of breast feeding &lntroduction of Supplementary Food 
Duration of Breast feeding | Breast feeding along with 
Supplementary Food 
Duration | No of EMW | Percentage | No of EMW | Percentage 
Emon [3 7B Br 303 
Tyee 15 Br 1 389 
' Tyee % a Es Toe 
; Tout 1 100 ww 100 
RE- Hla FIGURE - 11.b 
eremage cowibwon ot rest leding | Perceotage dstbtion of ee 
duration | 
- 18s | ——— 
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| ‘eeding slong with supplementry food 
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Table-I| highlights the duration of breast feeding and the introduction of 
supplementary food, It is observed that maximum percentage of women breast fees their 
babies for a period of one year (43.3%) and ewo year (48.9%) while only 7.8% women 
breast feed their babies for only six months. Thus 3 protonged duration of breast feeding it 
practiced among the Kharia women. 


a 


a 
Sie srersuciton'ol supotamenidy food nancomaam and OATES | 
for appropriate infanc and child feeding practices, (Virals & Ratnaprabha 1987 is it is noticed 
that normally the Khacia women itradsce supplementary food at che age of six months 
(50.3%) whereas 36.9% women start supplementary feeding 3 ‘he 86 of one year. Thus it 
eee eben ha hod ro on ice ta ep right age. 
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‘Table-|2 reveals the coverage of various vaccines (GCG, DPT. Polis. Vit & 
Measles} avong the children. Jet noticed that 73.7% mothers immunized their children 
with atleast one vaccine while 263% mothers do not immonize thei children, The tle 
also shows that maximum percentage of mothert svail the Polio vaccine (70.7%) . BCS 
(69.1%) and OPT(698%) vaccine while 673% mothers give their chikdren che Vitamin 
supplementation and Measles is received by sighey less percentage ol children 


Family Planning. 


The use of family planning methods is of vital importance to contro} the ferulty of 
the population. OF all the methods, the permanent method or the sterilization method 
(Vasectorny/Tubectomy) is found to be a highly accepted method. 


TABLE - 13 
Family Welfare data (Permanent method) 
‘Adopeed ‘Not adopted 
Method ("Humber [Percentage | Number Fercereage 
[Beatiaion Exe Fae 
FIGURE - 13 
Percentage ditstution of Family wellare da (Permanent method) ! 
ssa 
0 as 
“0 
| = atamiy 
¥ Storitaion 
| adoption 
0 
° 
aooted Not adopted 
status of Stetization 


Table-13 highlights thae 55.4% of che Kharias accept the permanent method 
(Wasectomy!Tubectomy) of fertility regulation while 44.6% of the Kharias do not adopt this 
terminal method. ic is confirmed in the study that Kharias adopt some of their indigenous 
anti fertility methods for spacing as well a iting their family size. 
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Conclusion. 


This is an emperieal ateampt to study the repraduceve health practices of the Hal 
rare Se EE tt ony an On 
of Oditha, Data have been collected {com 460 eversmarvied women of the reproductive 
3g® group (15-49 years} during 2010. The presene paper deals with the actual reproductive 
scemario of the Kharia women: Ie is noticed that the Kharias are extcemely poor and rave a 
food gathering and hunting economy. The observation af feruilty shows tha though the 
mean age ac marriage is sightly lowe (17years). che average fereiity of the amen # nt 30 
high 3.4 (mean conception). This community is far away from th 
family and health services provided by the government. However, i ts observed that the 
Prolonged breast feeding and che prevalence of widespread traditional contr ception 
methods are identified as the responsive factors for affecting such 2 low fertity of the 
resent population. Hence. trends of fertimy eed to be monitored regularly and 
Appropriate measures should be eaken to raise the socio-economic status of the Kharis 
and of the women in particular 


12 reach of the modern 
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Tribal Communities of Jaipur District of Odisha 


KN, Dash 


ABSTRACT 


‘Health hos nghtly been equated with weath. Heath os we of know ix 0 pre-requisite for 
fumon development and an extent! component fir the wettbemg of the comeon 
‘oa. Importance of peed heath ho been wat recogied oer ume The present peper 
Highlights the heath stots ond teoth core semcer prevent omong the Uibat 
temnmunites of Sper dict of Ode. Heche niertey onnocted wih sece-cural 
Ife of te tbl pape n fact of communis, expcialy tba hove Ber own ences 
of heath and diseases as @ port of ther culture The iba! people have adjusted 
Uemsehes wah Ue sured by dewtepng haowledge ling Heath, deste ond 
rete’, The say ended oxen the general heath conden ofthe tbo ond 
10 suggest able messes forte ovement ofthe eos steus of the bolt in the 
Joipur dswict of Odisho and to examine the daponves mong diferent ribol communities 
“with regard to access ond wiilzation of health cove sernces. 


Key w 


‘Health Status, Health Care Seovces, morbidity situation 


INTRODUCTION 


Health is multidimensional and inchiges physical. psychological nd social well-being 
and not merely the absence of diease an infirmity (WHO, 1946). Hence it is perceived as 
a dynamic stare of well being but ic has not specified the level which can incicate “complete 
Physica. mental and sociab well-being. Winess is comtradicon to health and both are incerknked 
With each other in inverse proportions moulding the behavioural pattern of the community 


‘The health is a pre-requisice for human development and 1s an essential component 
for che wellbeing of the common man. Importance of good health tas been well 
recognized over time Heakh may be conceived as 3 product of many factors and the 
communities contribute to share the responsibilities of its maintenance and become 
contcious about health and its hazards. The term ‘health’ is understood differently but 
iferent people developing upon the specific social, econamic, cultural and. political 
siuations in which chey happen to be expressed (Shankar, et al. 2012 )(1946 Preamble to 
the constitution of the WHO 2s adopted by the International Health conference, 1946) 


‘Reader im Anthropology. BB. Mahavidyalaya, Chandichole,Jjpur, Odisha-755 044 
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However. all people with to keep themselves healthy and adopr with the changing 
Snvvconment. Health 3 furevon not only of medical care but algo of the overall nvegrated 
development of society ~cultural, economic. educational, social and political, Hence health 
iF lnumately associated with socie-culueal ie of che people. In fact all communities, 
‘specially wibals have their own concepts af hesleh and diseases. as part of their culture 
The tribal people have aojusced chernselves with their surrounding by devclepng 
knowledge including health, disease and westment. Their health is the perecptions and 
Conceptions in their own cukural systems based on external stimuli emanacng from 
astrological influences, wachcraft and evil spits in the chology of diseates, with fess 
awareness of the modern heakh care and health services for health seeking behavior 
(ebnath.2012), Studies have shown that communes over 2 period of time have 
Sccumulated knowledge and have evolved a wide array of therapoutc cechoiques and 
Procedures for tho treatment of varicus diseases, Anthropological understanding of the 
tribal healeh care system can be understood on che basis of two broad dimensions: (8) 
health care as a system that subscribes to the functionalist and struccural functionalist 
Paradigm and (b) changes that are evident in the health seeking behaviour of the tribes im 
the lighe of their eonace with modern medical systems, A holistic understanding of the 
tribal health and tribal heath care systeam can onty be achieved in che light of the above two 
dimensions. To understand the «bal health, i imperative t0 understand the interface 
bbeeween traditional and modern health eare systeen 


HEALTH STATUS OF THE TRIBES OF ODISHA 


There are 62 tribal communines inchiding 13 Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups 
(PTGs) with » population of BAS milkon constuucing 223 % of stace population (2001 
Census):The tribal population in Odisha has dsuinct health problems which are mainly 
overnied by thew habitat dificule geographical terrain and ecological variable ches. The 
situational analysis of health indhces of eribal communities of Odisha 4s worse than the 
national average: infant mortality vate 84.2; undor-fve mortality rate 126.6; childeen under 
waighe 55:9; anemia in children 79.8, chiléren with an acute respiratory infection 22.4; 
children with recent diarrhea 2I.\: women with anemia 64.9 per 1000The rial 
popubtion of Odisha mostly suffer from malaria, uberculoss, genetic diserder, sickle cell 
anemia and nutritional deficiency diseases. 


(Gully2, 2006) found the Pauri Bhuiyans are highly disease prone because of hese 
anviconmene and poor health care Geis. Kron deficiency anemia is highly prevalent 
among the Pau Bhuiyans wth low concentration of blood hemoglobin (Hb). The primitive 
tribal groups sue a5 the Kuta Kendhs and the Pauri Bhuiyans are very much baceward 
with respect 0 health aod sanstation (Ali, 1983}.The high incidence of matnuiritor is also 
found in eb dominated distriec of Osha for which the growth of chidren get stuntod 
and become extiy Susceptible 10 dacase. Malara st the most important public heakh 
problern among che tribes of Odisha and it conerbutes SO% of malaria death in the country. 
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The respiratory disease is commonly found among the tribes which account for 3 high 
was rely de oo nadege racimcon a ck of ety Sao ard raver 
Skir. cuss se 5 seabres are found in high proportion ameng the Bonds, Juang and 
Kia Yond due to overcrowding, wabaonc bing condone ant Nok of heath 
weariness, Weer bore communica Sener She arenes! doors including 
acute diarrhoea are commonly prevatent among the tribes of Odisha. A study by Bag, otal 

2007 on the Kondhs of Odisha ceveals the folowing diseases in this order’ mataria lever 
(31.39%); cough (21.15%): dysseatry (9.14%): headache (8.09%); smallpox (5 22%): yphowd 
(4.43%): dental pain (2.52%. sore eyes (2.66%). scabies (3.39%) and other manor awhents 

‘The sexually transmitced diseases like yaws and syphilis also cceur among the cribes of 
Odea. Genetic disorders are gaining predominance and have profound health inplrcacions 
in morbidity stawus of the tribats wn Ocdisha, (Balgir, 2005) 


STUDY AREA 

‘The fajpur distri Is located in the eastern regran of Oxisha and extends {rom 85° 
40veast longitude to 86° 44° east longitude and from 20" 4¥" north lactudle (0 21° 10" north 
lavinude covering an area of 2887.69 59, kms. The total forest area is 711 hectares, Jaipur 
district hes 33m above the 529 level and enjoys a temperate climate, The district « famous 
{or rich mineral concent tke iron and ehromte The cots cibat population in the district + 
1,25,989 in number out of which males are 64,198 and female are 61,719 The ceibit prople 
constitute 7.76% of total population of the distrect, The four major tribes are Mundas, 
Shatars, Kohat and Hos who are 38685, 31840, 8569 and 7123 numbers respectvely, In 
this dttrct four MADA pockets are operating for the development of che tribals, 41.6% 
‘of the Munda, the highest and 18.53% of the Shabars, che lowest are engaged 25 labourer in 
vrines and industries of chs district. The tox ratio fs highest among he Kethas (972) and 
towert among the Mundas (204), The Ikeracy rate 37.26% is highs among Mundis and 
28.68%, the lowest among the Kolhas of the fapur districe of Odisha 


Table 41 Socio-economic profile of villages of Four tribal communities: Shabar, 
Munda, Kolha and Ho 


Socio Demographic Datao{ Shaber | Munda ) Kotha Ho 
the Sample Village H i 
Name | Ranbandh | Bahatsahi | Baligotha, | Sahapur. 
: | kchandiabandhi | Khandara | Babga | Birabank! | 
Total Household | @ | ral 
Total Tribal Population \ guseeoor) | 320¢10055 | yagi 100%) | 244(100%) 
Total Tribal Males | nexysz.orry | 168(52.5%)) 14eyso.69%) | 133154505) 
‘Toral Tribal Females + ysocar.9ny | 152(47.5%) | 142(49.30%) * ianass9% 
| Sex-Ratio i no 3A on 908 
Liaeaty Race aries! mise] see) 4 
yess] 41s6x) 38H | 27.72%] 


| Industrial Labourer Oceupeson 
non 2 
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OBJECTIVES OF THE sruDY 
‘The study is incended ais 
1) To assess the general heath condition ofthe crbats and xo suagese viable SYN 
the improvemenc of the health status of the wrébals in che Jaipur district 


te measures for 


des with regard to access 
2) To examine che dispariies among differen wribal commonuties with FEB 
and uelization of heath care services 


METHODOLOGY 


The study was conducted using 2 combination of qualitative and quantitative 
methods and techoiquas. The study is based on particpant observation method with first: 
‘hand information collecced i @ vilages, ewo each from Shabar, Munda, Kotha and Ho tribal 
Communities of Jajour discrict of Odisha, Besides using observation method. a structured 
Interview schedule hes also been used deliberately t@ achieve reliabilty and to study the 
health sues more intensely. lnformal interviews were conducted with local medicinemen, 
doctors and paramedieat staff co collect data on af aspects of primary health care 


‘The findings of the study is based on primary data whuch have been collected from 
(otal 233 households: 62 from Shabars, 65 from Munda, S4 from Kolha and §2 from Ho 
{ribal commurntes. The villages were selected purposely on the basis of concentration of 
{ribal population, Data has been collected (com 8 total number of 1175 respondents (610 


‘male and 565 female) and information collected was supplemented with data {rom 
secondary sources, 


MORBIDITY SITUATION IN THE TRIBAL COMMUNITIES 


the district, Next to 


among all the diseases due co 
accve tranimistion of the mabra. pathogens. Gascra.m eases due « 


testinal disorders especlal 
riven cases were encounmered by I276X of the ny specially 
" 10 Me MRM people in the distcier Skin 


sass especialy scabies were found up to 695% which indicate unhygienic health 
practices among the tribals in the district. All other diseases were found in less proportion 
i coat fever, gastro-investinal disorders, malaria. and skin diseases in che study 
popdtion. Out Imeresingy ih prnce of wove denies wes found among the Ho 
commuoity in Comparison to other tribal communities wn che Jaipur district (Table 2) 


‘The distribution of insecticide impregnated mosquito necs distrituted by Tac Stee! 
reduced the incidences of malaria in the district. Resistance to chlaraquine it Plasmodium 
falciparum (Pf) was found to be widespread among the tribals of the district, The causes of 
ecurrence of various diseases are due co ilmeracy. poverty, supersntious bekefs. 
nhygienic habitation, impure water supply. poor sanitation coupled with iadequare 
modern health care services ia the study area. 


Table 2: Incidences of major diseases among major tribes of Jaipur district 


Name of the) Name of the Tribal Communit | Total 
diseases | Shabar | Munda | Kotha | 
Cee |No] % Mo, % [Nol x /No| % |No! % 
> | Fever Jos! aqpe| ana] agor | 97 | 272 | 92 | 2R48 | 406 | 2713 
2°" easto-nteniny —j 48 | 032 41 | s027 | 37 | 1057) 35° | 1083 16! | 1046 
disrorders | 
3 Malia sa frre | ap |'vaen| a6 [eae | as | 1a93| 191 | ae) 
4-7 Skin Diseaves au | 7ar | ae | ost | 24 | eas | 22] 702) 04) 695 
3 ~[Evetecon | 18 | 424 | 32s | 14! 40 || 37 | 39 | 384 
g—[tnrciases* | 5'| 950} aa | 32s | 12 | 9er| w0 | 200) 50 | 336 
3° OaaTOuennes ~—-y 14 | 320 | 12 | 300 | 10 | 24s | 08 | aar| a7 | 247 
4 [aint ta | 306) 11 | 275 [00 | 220 | o6 | ves | 38 | 254 
¥] Notional a | 996 | 30) 952 {56 | rae as | ross] tsi | 1009 
Defeney \ al | 
|__| Disorders (Arama) Pe i 
10 ~| Respiratory wa | ago | 19 | 92s] rz] a6) ay azn) st ado 
__ | Disorder | | 1 al adlyaal gett 
Ti | Cireltory os! iar far! as [oo tir! ose tan) a | tar] 
1] Tabereutoss v4 | 220 | 12 | 200 | 08 | 228 | 06 | 1ss| 40 | 207 | 
a Tpppioc overs 18 [471 4) 380 YH 1243 | 0 36 | si | 350) 
1 |e ts [a7 {02 | 680 [on | azn | a | 030) o7 | ot | 
S| Others a2 237 | 6) 902 | 28) @0 | 24 | 70 | 120 | 202 | 
SERS [ae maaan | ae [a0 nee tse re, 


ACCESSIBILITY OF HEALTH CARE SERVICES “4 
Accensibiey of heakh care services & considered important in determing the 
eath.condikion of che whale. le wat steersined from es respondents whether the 


tae st corvcas warn esiy avaable vege anders il Sey wes shel” Peete? for 
n 


treatment of different ailmencs. was found that 27% of the total number of che tribal 
households peccewed chat the modern medical services were easly accessible, whereas 
72.96% of the tribal households perceived that modern medical services were NOL carly 
analable. This clearly beings out 2 poor state of medical facies m the district, $4.50% of 
the ‘oral tribal households sil preter the eibal medicine man. Gut surprisingly rC wae ake 
found that only 19,35 % of Shabar households, the lowest among the tribals. accessed the 
indigenous tribal medicine through med«ine man while 70.76% of Munda houschofds, the 
highest among the tribals. had accessed che tribal medicine man. On the ether trang, 
67.74% Of the Shabars had the choice of government hospicaly/PHC's/dspensaries/sub, 
‘centers for the troatment of discases and only 16 97% of the Munda households proferred 
the government hospials/PHC'sidspensaries/sub-centers for the qreatment of diseases 
Only 6% of the total wibsl households recewed treatment from  prwae 
‘doctoriclinic hospital and that toa arly for serious diseases. The litt chorce for treatinent 
‘of general ailment was cceutt prescription of traditional medicine man among the Munda, 
Koln and the Ho population (Table -3}.The patients were taken {0 government 
hospiuals!PHCs/dispensariés or to private doctor/chinc only in ¢ase of serous ailments for 
‘reatment. This & dve to strong cokural heliefs m favour of ther tradiianal medicine m 
fone hand and wn the other hand, due to poor economic condition of she tribals. The major 
#¢ being the tribes residing away from governement hospical/PHCs «n the interior areas 
‘which means absence of modern health management institutions has also encauraged 
tribals to depend on traditional medicmes especialy magiee-rstigious and herbal healers of 
‘their vilges 


Table 3: Percent distribution of the Households according to the type of health 


(Tredivoral heat) 
HOt 


care facilities available 
oH Name ofthe | Name of the Tribet Communities | Total 
No] dteoser Mente | ome | te | 
al % [Nol % | % [Nol % Noi x | 
TA~ | Easy Accessibilty H ea \° | 
) [Ven wes! is !2077| 13) 2800! @ ee 
ae Vn) 9a | 2] ae) oe 
B [Access co wypes of | } | 
L Tests om Rees j | : 
Wy | Gove. Hospeaty Pcs | 42 | 6774! 11 | 1692) 10 | 1851 | 13 | 250 fi 
Dispensary! SubCenter) | | | 76 a 
i jae” pera’ en | ams 'e4) cst | ov) >40 [as] 526 | | 
Leal | | $6 | 4 | 600 | 
wr [Pewmebet wl t!c2 | 22 |) 189 a2 370 !o1 190 og api 
| ie goverrmone | ped fli 
wy fteoonan fa | nas jx [ron % tac oe! tar | 4s 
1 


| j 
am jor| ser | or’ 320/01! 192 | op | ae! 
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But due te the acculturation under the impact of modernization and availabilty of 
madern health care facitties wn che vicinity. the Shabars of Japur district have started to 
avail the modiern health care services to cure diseazes in more numbers than other major 
mbes of the district. In spite of the 50 called expsnsion of che health care facilities and 
government effort to improve health situation of che tribals. hardly any significant enpact 
fon the important health indices of the tribal people has been made. Location of the 
modern facilities should be as per local needs depending on geographical and population 
consideration. resources and manpower avalabiley to that accessibility of modecn health 
«are services will more gradually be acceptable by the tibal communities. 


PREFERENCE OF VARIOUS MEDICAL SYSTEMS 


‘The study revealed that the majority of the tribal people preter the indigenous methods of 
‘reatment.54S0% of total tribal households prefer indigenous method of treatment. 
‘Among the four major tribal communities. enly £9.5% of the Shabars. the lowest among the 
‘wibals used t0 go for indigenous method of treatment and 70.76% of the Munda. the 
highest ariong the tribals preferred indigenous method of treatment. Sinwarly the modern 
bro-medicine method was fallowed by 75.80% of the Shabars. the highest among the cribal 
population inthe district and 24.61% of the Munda, che lowest among the tribal population 
inthe district preferred che modern medicine system. All the major cribes preferred other 
systems of medicine in very negligible proportion in the district (Tables). in comparison co 
the past. in spite of the presence of traditional medicine man, wribal’s dependence on 
modern health care management institutions hike Premary Heakth Center (PHC) and 
‘community health center (CHC). operacing at the block level has trermendously increased 
during the last fave years due 10 industrialnation of the dseriet. Wide spread poverty and 
Weracy contribute towards higher preference to che indigenous method of treatment than 
the modern bio-medycine syacem, 


Table ~ 4: Tribe wise Preference of Various Medical Systems in Jaipur District 
| | Name of the | Houscholds | Households | Howshold | Toul | 
No. | eribe | preter | prefer | spreter | | 

| indigenous | modern | other 


meticne | medicine | medicines | | 
Nol [No | % [No % | No 


‘J 
(frit ~ |NE one te | ates (05 | ass 15S | aa | 
2 | Kotha 36 | 6646 | 16 | 2962 02 370) 54 33.17! 
enihes | 93 | eae) 1@ | 3460 | 01 | 92) sz 2231 
4 Shabar 12 | 1950] 47 | 7580) 03 | 483 | 62 | 26.60 
mi | a> | seso | 99 | ates | op | 1503 | 259 | 100 | 
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CONCLUSION 

The eribals of the Jaipur district are severely 
communiatle and non-commmunicable diseases are frequentdy found among eer In 
the impressive expansion of the modern heakh care faites. The heakh starve of the eribal 
populstion has not wmproved along the desired tines They are soil practsing their 
traditional medicine to cure the dueates, The heakh care delivery services are stl) poor 
and need to be strengthened in order to achieve the goa! of health for alin che country, Ie 
is very clear from the scudy chat there is an urgent need to create awareness, SENSIIzAKION 
and capacity among the tribals 0 curb the health related problems, Indigenous systems of 
health care and indigenous practitioners should be incorporated sn the health care planning 
and progeammes to achieve the desired goal Community participation, mutual interaction 
between the service providers and the beneficiaries is extremely essential for che success 
of development programmes related to health among the «rival communities. Geographical 
accessibility. awareness and allordabiley to modern health care practices must be improved 
in the tribal areas to achieve the target wn the field of development of health 


burdened with diseases. Both che 
pita af 
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ABSTRACT 


Equal shore by a the men and women in governance of Common Propery Resources (CRS one 
ofthe feotures of neriderot environmental pty er. CPRS refer to non-excsive resource, whe 
right of accesubity i open to 0 number of ewners. Watershed con be considered os © cmon 
property resource, is implemented ty the Government of tna (GO ond other agencies, mai 
to deal wih the problem of runof, sod degradation and to improve the productty of dry land 
cognculure. The present study i cared out ox Avermnida, Wotershed. present in Agar Bock of 
fologir date n western Ocitho. Toking some saclogcal methodsloies the Focus Group 
Discussion (FGDs), abservaion and interme ito occount the presen pope’ hax ined 10 explore 
the problems in women portiipation in watershed in Schedaled Costes (SCa) and Schedulka Tribes 
(STs) and Other Castes women groups im parccul Apart from thi she paper hor ole wied 10 
tomine the tba! women panicpavon i diferent phase: of emplememavon of worenhed. The 
findings of the study suppor the Mea the Watershed Gomnnee WC) and User Groups (UGS) 
created ding the watershed ore monly dominated by mate members of the wage 


Key words: Watershed, CPRs, Liveliioods. Community Participation, SHGs 


INTRODUCTION 

Comman pool resources are also called as common property resources: & could be 
tither created by man or by natural processes (e.g, an srrigtion system or fishing grounds 
tic). There is difference between open access and common property resources: in open 
access property resources nobody bas che legal righcs to exclude anyone from vring the 
resources, And in common property resources, there are defined groups who have legal 
all water drains to a common poine. Watershed is an attractive unit for technical 
development to manage water and soil for production and conservation of ratural 
resources (Kerr. 2002). 
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Witrihd Oecopment Propane hs 2 ene impact On the eu 
‘d _ ne. forestry activities, CTOPPINE patter, 
income, non-agricultural income. employe DS pesienerc ae 
Production and productivey of different crops. Waters cata 
(WSDP} is one of the most important policy éniauves mm the Post 7 . "5 the 
Issue of generatmg natural resources and eahancement of rurst livelihoods, especially in dry 
sess {Shan om ram Dea 2009) terse developmen PEEING 
ben supported bythe Cental Gawenment Sate Govern. Wd Bak, Nan 
Government Organizations (NGOs) and other external agencies, (Kerr, 2002), Watershed 
Deven sents prone te pros of rd ad oer etl FSOU Cs. 
conned tebe mc CPR along wt oer UPd a econ 
progam The rte ot toed communtiy he mugen of rat sou hy 
beer temaueslyredurd wth crening marcel HE XE, 3 Poky 
formulation and operational functions were delegated to the stace employees, But in the 
trv of gobtavon the Sue cuerge by erator] Operas. by esen 
ind communes To. dee wih were now crlnges. Ne. Sate M9 often sc 
‘arvepiion’ at put im medang cones and feadonipt BAOCON I on 
admunistration, civil society and che private sector (Pimbert. 2004). 


Therefore more emphasis has been placed on che participatory approaches i 
fawural resource management and more parucularly on watershed management 
development programmes, indian watershed proyects started in the 19705 and 1980s with 
technacrauic approach that falled to recognize the need to address the challenge: faced by 
the watershed projects. Subsequently, in 1990s, projects included participatory approach 
that focuses more on social organization, but results remained vague (Kerr, 2007) 
Subsequently. many commutees have been set up to review the working progress of 
watershed programmes in tndin from time to tme and they have recommended some 
imporant guidelines to carry out watershed projects mare successtully. Those guidelines 
are Watershed Guidelines (1995), Watershed Gudelines (2001). Hariyali Guidetines (2003) 
and Watershed Guidelines (2008). lt was also included in these guidelines that watershed 
‘management should be cried out by adopting community participatory and integyated 
approach. Watershed is found to be ellectwe for agriculeurat productivity, especialy far dy 
land agricultural growth, poverty eradication, Inveiniood and sustainable development sn 
many parts of India. And the success and sustainabilty of watershed programmes hgh 
influenced by collective aewan and community participation 


India has implemented watershed approach for development of rain-led arest. But 
@xpectations fromm watershed are not up to the mark, because itm found ahar 66% of 
watershed programme is performing below average. On the other 
ascassment of watershed programmes 4 kada his shown that co 
should be adopted not only for the provement of sod and water cormereaton bor aa € 
reeds co be hole and completely xidressing eqatym gender sauce ‘Wan are seeder 
2009), Women and men are involved in watershed aranagement. Ther 
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hand, comprehensi® 
memunicy watersheds 


igh women arc taking 


part in mansging and peocecting the watershed and environment, ig net recognized 1 
terms of ownership, The migration of male members from village to cown sometimes 
forces rural women to manage the natural resources. Women consntute more than 50% of 
the world population who can play 2 sgnifcant role i watershed management. They 
support the watershed programmes. individually or in groups: at domestic ar community 
levels. The activities undertaken for women in watershed development projects do not 
‘empower them to be equat partners with men (Pangare. 1998). 


Generally women participacion is less in Watershed Development Programmes 
(WSDPs}, but tribal women and Scheduled Caste women are more marginalised. The 
paper emphasizes that unless the women actwvelyinvaived in the central role of decision 
smaking process, the long term susuinabiay of the watershed development cannot be 
achieved, Hence, a0 effort © empower women through the process of watershed 
develepment has taken inte consideration. Believing women as an integral member of 
communisics the prasent paper describes the progress [ror the perspective of wamen {0 
the development actives in general and watershed development in porticular The Present 
paper is based on both promary and secendary cexources and general perception regarding 
\Wwornen participation in watershed management 


The present study Is carried out at Asurmunda Watershed. present in Agalpur 
block of Bolangi district in Western Odihs. The study atvempts to exarune the Scheduled 
Casees (SCs) and Scheduled Tribes (ST#) women partcipavon mm Watershad Development 
Programme {WSDP) and its impact on the lnalinoods in the study area, The paper 1 
fivided into three parts. The fest parc deak with background of che paper, ity ebjectives 
and methodologies. In the second pare. che type of participation under real field condition 
has been discussed. The thd part discusses the isticutonal arrangements and women 
participation in watershed with ats eelated problems and conclusion. Some suggestions have 
also been given in the paper to implement the watershed programme more successfully. 


1 
WOMEN GOVERNANCE IN NATURAL RESOURCE MANAGMENET 

Governance is the activity of governing, Ht relates co decisions that 
deline expectations, granc power or very pecforimance. ht consists either of a soparate 
process or of a specific part of management oc leadership processes, Sincere efforts are 
going on to invelve women in watershed development programmes. But if there is any 
‘women involvement in the project. itis only meant for official record keeping. Moreover, 
in the decision making process. mare importance & given to the male members of the 
{amily in place of women, Although the goal af gender equality provides strong grounds for 
enhancing women's presence in institutions of natural resource governance. were 1 rather 
Tete knowledge about the impact of their presence on outcomes. (Agarwal, 2010) 


” 


Women Participation in Watershed Management 


eon men and Warten 
The particpation in development Programe, ae a eam 
equal. The burden of the development has per eee id the ee 
comparison with men. Interventions such 35 irrigation, and tne" technolo, 
improvements have hubiually fsed vo take inzo consideration éhe éxistig mbuir, 
between men and women's ownership righer. dsion of labour and Incomes Eley yy 
being made to change the aneu-quo by forming women sel-RAP ETP Wh hy 
remained faiely autonomous repaeding savings wititives wich 92 GwPECE TIE 10 watrihyy 
tranagemene Moreover al waren do not have access to such groups and O7EVi ton 
“Their vdnerablity further increases in the absence of any communication withthe ous, 
‘world (Arya and Samra. 2007). The most vital objecowe of the watershed developmen, 
to increase the land productivity. So the farmers are the first who are attracted ang 
invalved in the process co form the vilage level watershed committee core) Women ay 
nominated to take part in this process onty for making records a4 token, On the aby 
side, we can definitely find many procuctive aciities are being carried out By Che wom 
parvcipants. Moreover women are also attached to more subsistence level of the whalp. 
‘gro-pracess. In early all cce growing areas of Asia, men traditionally perform sug, 
actives as land preparation. ploughing ierigation and leveling of the fields: However song 
transplancng. weeding and crop processing are ually women's work (Rwelamira 199%, 


erent 


Importance of Gender Participation in Watershed Mai 


Women participation is very significant in watershed programmes because m nnd 
areas, a tribal woman activity chiefly depends on managing the common pool rexourcesie 
{rom collecting fuel co preparing food. water, fuet and fodder. Those resources provile te 
fivelhood option to women like as rope making. basket raking, lea place making and ker 
leaves collection. Women are using customary methods and it has been fective i 
conserving soil feroicy. They practice crop rotation, inter-cropping and 4 variety of ote 
soil conservation and enhancement cechniques, Owing 0 the nature of dependency ané 
necessity tribal women have developed practices fer the efficient and sustainable use of te 
rosting resources available to them. Responsibilty of household work sometinnes deri 
women to contribute in the process of natural resources governance, Custom 
‘obligations have reduced che level of women participation in usual governance. Women it 
traditionally obliged eo fallow expected social norms. This increases the rate d 
environmental degradation and deprives them of thew liveliioods, Under the abot 
background the western Odisha gives the immense scope to study the tribal wenth 
Pirticipabon in watershed and the impact of watershed on livelihoods, Odisha js one of 
least devstoped states in India and majority of is rural and tribal population are poor bi 
Odisha is rich in natural resources. In studied area almost all women groups belong ® 
‘sicher STs oF SCs Communities 
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WATERSHED DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME IN ODISHA 


lopmen Projects (IWOP} is one of them. The 


nsible for the coordination and anplementation of various 
cerurally sponsored schemes in the entire State. From the year 2000-2001, the mithion hat 
been emphasizing on Participatory Rural Appraisal (PRA) tools and cechniques following 
buiding block approach to promote community particpasion im planning and 
implemenation of watershed programmes. Though Watershed was introduced in the 
Second five year planning, two ime departments such as forest and agriculiure were 
involved in the process of work implementation. The works were executed through the 
department field scalf and “single line approach”. No approach of people's participation was 
adopted till the beginning of eighth five year plan period. Ouring the period, three projects 
namely Integrated Watershed Oevelopmenc Projects (NWOP), Nacional Watershed 
Development Project for rainfed areas (NWDPRA} and Indo-Danish Comprchensive 
Watershed Development Projece (ODCWOP) ware tnunched in Orissa (Das, 2006) 


‘The Study Area 


‘The present study has been carried our in Aiurmunds Watershed, situated in the 
Asurmunda village: Agalpur Block of Bolangir district Its a part of Western Odisha Rural 
Lieetihoods Projects (WORLP). scheme operational in Western Odisha since 2001, Total 
area of the studied watershed is 506 hectare: out of which 25.40 hecaare, 48 hectare; and 
16.62 lands belong to up land, medium land and tow land. Apart from chis, total creacable. 
area is 194 hectare, sundarly cultivable wasce land, non eulivable waste land, pasture land 
and village forest fand are; 45 hectare. 70 hectare, 30.46 hectare and 45,20 hectare. in 
Asurtnunda village total number of household is approximately 73 and total population is 
nearly 414, Majority of the families in this vilage are SCs, STs and OBCs. While the rots 
umber of fervales i 247 from all categores. SCs, STs, OBCs, and General, otal number 
of male member is 230. Duration of this watershed project is from the year 2008 to 2010, 
tes located in Salebhata and t cones under Banks Gram Panchayat area. eis 12 KM. away 
from the block headquarters. The Tota! Geographical Area ofthe vilage is $06 hectare out 
of which total treatable area is 194 hectare The project was out by the NGO, Sabuja 
Biplav (Project Implementing Agency) and the District Watershed Mission, Botangir has 
teen designated as the District Nodal Agency. iti the 9h biggest district m Ceisha 
Bolangir was established as the headquarters of the princely state of Patra by Balararm Deo 
in the 16” century. The states of Patna and Sonepur were merged with Odisha in 1948, 
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sally Bolangi¢ has @ ry and he 
And jointly they formed the district of Bolangir. General % 


ands and its mar 
Central ables ciate win insula rane manly as wold 204 aor sy 
{9pE acidic re, with some patches of ack sok The groundwater 


Je non-rimber forest produc 
‘This diserice is regarded as che largest contributor (0 the ei hl 


wate Odin. Land astrnen not equal Bole: 1 dint By i frm 
beczute 20 per cane ofthe big farmers own 70 percent ofthe agricehural and remaning 
land 1 owned by tna ed cepa frm: Twe azure of uncertash Sina eas ig 
Fepeited droughts. The diserice faces any socio econemc problems. The human, nats 
and physical tors is very high here and « charactermed by high stavation deaths, perpecua 
indebtedness (0 exploicatwe money lenders. masswe crop loss, land alienation, ang 
trraparable damage 10 the forest resources Jn chis regard the role of watershed is very 
imporrant (© improve the le condiions of the poor people, Western Orissa Rural 
Livethoeds Project (WORLP) deals with the rive of poverty in Bargarh, Belang 
Kalahandi and Nuspada districts. 


ata Collection and Data Analysis 


Random sampling procedure has been followed in the study. Interview and Focus 
Group Discussion (FGDs) was done with women groups belonging to diferent sec 
ategory. To examine the women parucipacon in watershed. both primary afd socondary 
information hat been collected. Secondary wformation and anterview with PIA was ao 
done to collec the relevant information, Duta is analysed by using both the qualtatn nd 
quantiative techniques. 


Objectives of the study. 


"To check che SCs STs: women participation in watershed in different phaves of 
implermencation, 


+ The paper has studied the problems of women parcicipation in watershed programme 


" 
Seven types of people's participation given by Pretty (1994), Saicotthwaite (1995), 
‘Adnan, Brustnow (1992) and Hart (1992), (cited in Precty 1995}, has been taken into 


comideration in the study to evaluate the SC and ST women participation in Asurmunda 
watershed area. 


Manipulative participation 


tn this type of partxipation, people do sor partcipate effectively; they do not 

exercise any power co ialluence the process of decision-making Here. heeteare: 

participate for the sake of participation only. In the real fild situation w wae feond tht 

women groups do net have eflecwve voice in decision-m: 

implemencation. uring the focus group discussions with the ween 
«0 


aking in watershed 
'OF groups, it was found 


that monthly meetings were held in the wllage And many women had attended the 
neeting only for the sake of membership, 


Passive participation 


Ui the studied vilage « was found that in che selection of watershed secretary for 
the village watershed meetings, here was no actve pactcipation of women groups. Many 
of the tribal (SO%) and Schedule Caste farmers (60%) and wamen groups (70%) were Hot 
at all aware of the election and meecings. However. big farmers and iMerate vilagers, 
mostly belonging to general caregories (70%) in the study area only knew about the 
election. The election was held once mm three years. In the meetings. majonty of the 
villagers and women groups were only asteners. The reasons for non-representation of all 
social categorins were due to nothing but ignorance 


Participation by consuleation 


Jn the unstructured interview with che key informants such of vilage Sarpanch, 
SHGs members, Aganwadi members exc regarding SCs and ST, women's comiutstion for 
inmplementing the watershed, most of the key informants (80%) were of the opinion that 
Planning Implementing Agency (PIA) has consulted chem regarding water and fuct problems 
but was not concerned abour thelr pertonal problems, They were mainly asked above 
water, health and livahood related problems. Only few suggestions have been taken inte 
consideration by PIA, other poor and landless farmers have complained that they were not 
consulted. Watershed Commiccee (WC) was formed with the involvement of villagers wich 
disproportionate representation {rom various social categories: it was mere from high 
caste and upper class households (70%). 


Participation for material incentives 

ln the FGD with the women groups, ie was found that 95% of them have 
contributed their labour during the clearwng of vilage roads and labour works in watershed 
activites, mn return they received cash money and during this pried they did not venture 
Inco any work for daily wage earning (for example collecting of soa! leaves from forest). 
Although daily wage labour incentive encourages them for partispation during watershed 
programme, it also pores the question of sustainability jn the post project period both in 
terms of their livelihoods and participation. 


Functional participation 

In this type of participation, people may parccpate through groups to mect the 
abjectves set by che cxtgrnal agencies. The type of partiipmion was met seen in the 
ruudied area, Because af pee the obseravion of the wager’, watershed Users Groups 
{UG}, SHIGE. and watershed committee created during the implementation of watershed 
‘were not functional in post project period (85%). Further these groups are not very much 
sell-regulated alter the completionlof the project. 
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Interactive participation 
In the studied area, interactron beeween women groups and PA W925 Tang alae 
Imainly in the form of village meeting election of watershed secretary and SHGs Meetings, 
{ewas iformed by the most of women that they never approached the PIA Sa ae 
Personal problerns. During the structured interview (Table Ne. |) wth the women grou, 
it was found that majority of them (nearly 50%) were listeners 0 the meeting, However, |) 
5 of chem participated in the discussion taking place in watershed meeting: And vey fey 
{14.74%} gave some suggestions regarding the watershed activities Remasming (23 96%) haye 
Only atended the meeting: they were uraware of what was happening # the mavens, The 
Feason behind this is that they were ignorant of the svar ie EAP PS 
‘marginalized, They revealed chat mainly male members of their aril speak in the meeang 


Table. 1: Types of interaction in meetings betwoen PIA and women groups 
Types of role of women in CommunityiCaste of the | Total |W | 
the meetings Respondent J | 

sc’ |sT’ | oBC’ \sc 1 ; 
Participated in discussion a oH | 10 3 fas tis 
Listener {30 [as | 60 }3 | 108) 49.76 
Gave suggestions Js |3 -y2o Ja [32 [tara | 
Only anended, did noc luren [29 |8 22 [2 |$2 123.96 
Toul 3 [30 fiz [tz 5217 | 100 


{Data gathered during FGDs with women groups) 


‘Table. 2: Reason for attending the meetings (all respondents are wornen) 


Reasons for attended the Community ofthe { Total! % | 
WS meetings Respondent H 

sc |sT| oc ec | 

To xecompany (riend/ relives | 10) 4) tO | 2 | 26 | 11.98) 
Vig rca ej] is lal jam! 
Oficial called {7 [a] wm put a | ser! 
Engaged in domesbe work 9] 7) 7 | 2 | 54 | 2408! 
Free food ts fio} a | 3] oe | a3] 
To know detail aboue WS Js J>| [2] wm | ou 
63730) 2) 12 | ar | 100 | 


| Teal 


(Data gathered during FGDs with women groups) 


Foul nunbee of SC Women wo wige-63 
Total number af ST Women in wage 30 
2 Total number of OBC Women! in vitage 12 
4 Focl number of GC Women wi vabge-t2 


Among various reasons given by the respondent to attend the mecting (Table No.2. 
provision of free for the participants on the day of meeting played a major role (31.33%. 
Many of the women did not attend the meering because of their engagement sn domestic 
chores (24.88%). Anather important factor which forces them to attend the watershed 
meeting is to accompany their friends or relatives (11.98%). ie could be because of strong 
social solidarity OF competition. Apart from these, some of the women have attended the 
meeting because vilage leaders (12.90%) and olfcals (9.67%) called them. A small gordon 
‘of the women (9.20%) in che village attended the meeting to know about the watershed. 


Self-mobilization 


th this E7pe of participation people take initiates co change the system. Though 
people rake help from external agencies for techeieal and other advices. they maincamn 
control over how resources are used. But 34 per information given by the respondents, the 
process of self-mobitization in thew wilage was very slow: because, for any mitiation oF 
resource Use they Were mainly dependent on the PUA. Even after the completion af che 
watershed, very few women are aware of watershed activities, Tabled: below shows the 
gender-wise awareness regarding watershed actives, 


Table.3: Gender-wise watershed awareness 
~ Caste ofthe — | Gender of the respondent | Total 


Respondent Male | Female | | 
se 30 10 4 | 
me st 2 ine «| 
~ 08s ry 2 toa | 
ce $ i sj 

Toul on | 174 


In comparison to men, the awareness fovel of women members is very low. 
Majority of the women during interview informed that, mainly male members of their 
family attend che meetings and watershed elections which is the reason they are not very 
much aware of the watershed activities 


WOMEN PARTICIPATION AND INTITUTIONAL ARRANGEMENTS IN 
WATERSHED PROGRAMME 


Despite of formulating good provsions in watershed guidelines for the participation 
cof women, macgiraised and landless people. the involvement of al chese groups ¥ not op 
to the mark xa the Asurmunda watershed. In the study arex male membors are main 
decision makers in the house 2¢ well 26 ip the watershed meetings. which is 2 typical 
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cheraceriscc of Indian ruratvitge. Gut it wat 986 found'ehat woméa VST! totaly 
Snancally dependent on men, In a:large number of the,hossehalds women. calect soc 
leaves and make disposable plates'out of it apart from his they also collect some Medicis 
herbs and timbers and sell thems in the markets. Though worten play 29 impertant cele 
making Mile easier. their representation is not equal with men io Asurmunda Watershed 
Development Committee (WDC). Table below (Tables) ges the representation of 
‘women from different social categories in the commictee. which thows that out of twelve 
members only two women members (OBC, SC) are there in committer and no tribal ang 
eneral category women ace members in WOC. 


Table. 4: Gender-wise members in Watershed Developritent Committee (WDC) 
“Namie ofthe | Designation | Male? | Caste | _Faren | Qualification 


member | Femate | Category | 

! | i 
Ditarach Bog President |. om | $C Margins | Ios | 
‘Aditya Pr, Das Secretary | 4 | Gen |e Marginal foe BA 
Sarat Biswal Member | | OBC | Landloss 8° 
Kimani Pashan | tember | m1 | BC | Landes: || 9 
PBukhishyam Bag |” Member | om | SC | Landers | 9 
Sarteuni Padhan “| Member F | ose Marginal} 7% | 
Samaci Bag Member F SC | Marginal | 7* 
Suresh Paghan Member | om | OBC | landless’ | 7 | 
“Trinath Padhan Momber | oBc | ptarginal | "| 
Rank Baciha Member | ot | st | ptarginas 1° 5H 
Sitaram Bariha Member | om | ost Marginal ° 
Harischandra Bag Member LW itt Landiess | * 


(Data gathered from PIA) 


Similarly in User Groups. the female’ membership is very low. most of women 
Participants have stated that. water sharing: awareness about’ éropping. pactern, land 
evelopment actimies. These activites are relted.to agricultural practwes. and 
agricultural works which aré mainly done by the male members, Though they help In 
agricultural asks, their contribution is not recognised ll. That is why mal 
membership is high in both WCs'and \UGs. Apart from this; women are also restricted 
by socal obligations and household works, which deprives chem from the parveipaton 
Table; 5, reveats that though nine UGs were formed during the watershed, ne corme 
hag membership n any of the User Group. 


Table 5: Gender-wise membership in User Groups (UGs) 


Mime of she User | Aatvity | Tota! Member Enraed wor 
° (WHS) ate Female | Total Contituecd 
1 t |sc| st) ose! sc.st © scst 
208 RBC 
es adie [ows |ole!a im ion 1570 
peta j News 4 io! al om 000 
| Padhanmande (A) New WHS 00° 9 om | 9 2000 
|eadhanmunds(®) | NewWHs 00 19 | nw | 1 | 4000 
[estihiroms | Newss frie lo | om | on} me 
Bde |doameobed ule bunt} oa |. ee 
Jmadarmunda Newwus aiol ot mt 6 ae 
iia b New WHE") a" 10 {Nam |? 10 4000 
J andabsbwimunds | Newwes | ole]'s i ni |e 2300 


‘New Water Harvesting Structure, ** Watershed Development Fund Contribucion 
{Data gathered from PIA) 


‘The finding shows che marginalization of women in watershed development 
firogramme. Apart {ror disproperwonal represencavon af women groups in WCs and 
UGs in studied area, chere are some specific problems ideniifed by the female respondents 
during focussed group discussions. And these problems are improper health facilities, ety 
marriage, improper nutritien, ikteracy and social, economic and political deprivation 


CONCLUSION 

Watershed development programme plays an important role to enhance the 
lebhoods, other natural resource; and agriculture, The whole community * expected to 
participate init to make the programme succes, But women participauon. especially SC 
tnd ST women involvement is remarkably less ia comparison (9. men, Many socio-cultural 
factors are responsible for it. Bt far empowerment of the ST and SC women groups, their 
active Involvement. in the decision, making process i crucial for the watershed 
development: Wernen should be encouraged to eke part in watershed development 
telivities but it should, not put extra burden .cn them. The irwic of the warershed 
Gevelopmene programme should be equally distributed among all secrions of the yociecy 
‘uth special emphatis on gender isues. On the other hand, an effort to empower women 
through the process of watershed development programme has been taken a5 one of the 
key areas of afl development projects. R 
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Environment Legistations and ‘Community Conservation Initiatives: 
Challenges in a futuristic perspective 


US, Acharyo', B. Mohopetra’, CSSotpathy’, M.KJeno! 


ABSTRACT 


Conserving the lochonhencage of biedversty is @ mayer choflenge, expec ier the forge arian 
Doputoton with as subsstence needs. ond the gronng resource demande ef the urbansatesiel 
sector, Over the years, keeping in pace with the growing toncerm and wtevnavonal fepisvons 
reced towords badverty consryanon, Ina hos made sixepe todway tough sceral 
leglaios, poles and ‘nists Thor opart moines towards iegvotng the consercton 
concerns orersececaogea!complenes and lnicopes ond eraang up the <coxmunty contervain 
intiatvestomonds manogement ef the endemse bodwersty over such ores have come ov 1 be 
Jarertodesty manogemen porcine te fst mo and half decades. Further, pois and 
‘ats for biodiversiy management for inututenakring bvodiversty consersation a conform tw the 
iotemavenat egslatant ood weotes tke the Ceovenon of Bicol Diversity hove been gen 
lorger focus in tia. There hove een dvese meaiont «ernie 19 fate conservation of 
Jandacopes,ecanatens, flo ond funo On se By de, We connmuney awareness 2 dhe got 
‘ovivons and management deromnosens and jerodgrm he least The cholenge (or a 
treiversiynch coun ke fas ot aly prez ws bape! wevith lo, tet aio ensure 
that conseraion and ue rasaes ee the weB bong of People. Balogco nscurcer nd the 
Anowiedgeasiacated wiht hae the pcos 0 xeowaxe wecbh, wher the (em enends beyond 
its monetary vue Hf Bioderaty laws dsmaches corel fo wixprtrs ond ambigue, cited 
ttvoagh The content or in dic mplementoion, hem the mee for si ows concent Quest 


Under the backdrop of above the authors hove anaised vareus oder sy cnservauen lpulouons 
in Indio in 0 context wich cates thor there is rete incoherence oxsone the varus legal 
fnatumente which creas confosions ant underonding gaps ond thereby hunderimg. the 
Jmplementaton processes The outhor argue Ua: ¢ fow such ws bologeal dversity conservation 
legtason shoul, by vite of 1 corteat ond porpore safes to conunce fieople about ws mene 
Regrettably, despe deoing wih te subject of conseratian of bode, fl 40 do 50, 
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Contervation Resorve, 
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introduction 
India has a great diversicy of environmental egies. The country duals 25 08 Of the xo, 
welve countries in the worid in terms of biodiversmy because OF IG IrOPiCH any 
Subscropical cimate and ies position at the puncuon af African, Palsecarcnic 274 Onan 
eElons. Conserving the Indian heritage of brodwersxy is 2 major challenge. especially ging, 
the large human population with ws subsistence needs, and the growing resource demmangs 
fof the urtan-ndustrial sector. At the same cme India is heme co diverse cultural 2nd ethnic 
forest dwelling commuruties. The wribal forest dwellers and cheir cultural diversity hq 
feed to be preserved along wih biodwersity for mutual co-existence, Sever factors such 
8 habuar descruction and conversion, development projects, hydel aad mining projeciy 
have largely contributed to the destruction of nda precious biodiversity. In the tame 
PACE Modernization and expansion of murkats have appeared as constant threats ty 
erosion of cultural dwersity and biodiversity over smaller geographical spaces well known 
for unique cultural dieinetions 


Over the years. keeping in pace-with the growing concerns and international legisltions 
directed cowards biodwersity conservanon, India hat made strategic headway through 
Several legistasions, policies and inisatives. One major aspect of such developments has 
been segregating the brodiversicy hocspots in the name of Protected Arcas especialy fori 
Situ conservation of the typical faunal diversity. That aparc initiatives towards integrating the 
conservation concerns over socia-ecological complexes and landscapes and gearing up the 
community conservation iniuatves towards management of the endemic biodiversity over 
Such areas have come out to be larger biodiversity management paradigm, over the lit 
two and half decades. Further. poticies and Accs for biodiversity management for 
institutionalizing biodiversity conservation in conformity to the mtéraationaltegislations acd 
treaties like the Convention of Biologica! Dwersky have beer given larger focus in India 


The period of early 1970s er India mirked a watershed in wildlife manngesnant, A 
comprehensive Ingisie®on for conserving widife. the Wadife (Protection) Act (WLPA) of 
1972 was (ollowed by the launching of Projecc Tiger. The Intcer. besides being pivotal is 
ushering the era of serentfic wildlife management in the country. was the first to establish 
the countrywide need for evolving widife management plans. in matt mstances wilde ard 
biological diversicy are referred to as two diferent entwies. Protected Areas (Sanctuaries 
and nationat Parks), earmarked as per the provisions of WLPA. 1972 and on the basis of 
scock taking of biodiversity and habitats management, management gained mo.nenti aftr 
United Nations Conforence on Human Environment in Stockholm in 1972 and the Werid 
Conservation Strategy launched in 1980, The World Parks Congress convened by the World 
Commission on Protected Areas (WCPA), one of the tix commissions of UCN that sts 
every ten years, provides 2 inajar global forum to set the agenda lor Protected Aiea 
Further, the Convention on Biological Diversity {CBD} in 1992 ratified its conservation 


43 


agenda among member 

ee cted ar en eer, Nations. Since den, CBD Conference of Parties (CoP) os 
‘con es kaYals 10 ake stock of Blodwersay crgecs and emesemg uwwes and 
{© prepare 3 roadmap to achieve brodwersty targets. In nda. leaving apart the WLPA and 
Environment Protection Acc severa legatarrangements cowards mamtaining and inanaging 
bindiversey Pas Been formulated and racied during ehe last decade of which the Biological 
Owersty Actand Rules, Forest Rights Act and Rules. are important legslauons 


Biodiversity Conservation Legislations and Initiatives in India 
‘The Wildlife (Protection) Act of 1972 


The WLPA, 1972 has been the mose important Act in india for biodiversity conservation in 
Protected Areas (National Parks und Sanctuaries) The Act has been amended ar ddlerent 
times (0 a¢commodate emerging issues and concerns, especialy after the CBD was mandated 
in the country. However, the WLPA has provided very ice space for the local communities 
in the aspeers of management, decision-making and above alt has curtailed their user rights 

However, he WLPA amendment 2002 added cwo new casegories of biodwersity reserves - 
conservation reserves and community reserves where che local people. cher ucliarian and 
cognitive relavonship with biodiversity has been accommodated. 


Conservation Reserves 


The statement of objects and reasons of the Amendiment Act, 2002 states chat 
“Conservation Reserve” would be an area owned by che State Government adjacent 10 
National Parks. and Sanctuaries .." the statutory provisions however docs nox restrict it 
only to those categories and wchudes wiser eategory of areas. Conservation Areas more 
or lest follows the legal regimes as are applicable to National Parks and Sanccuaries, 
Although, a representative body im the form of a Conservation Reserve Management 
Committee 1 established under the WLPA. ss role is essentially advisory and the final 
auchority stil cests with the Chief Widlfe Warden of the Stace Govesnment. The WLPA 
tnviaaged deetaration of only government owned areas as Canservadon Reserve and his 
terins restricts the applicabilty of this Protected Area category A single government 
notifieation resvits in the declaration of Conservation Reterve and in that respect follows 
the procedure of declaration of sanctuary out of an ares comprised of a Rasarve Forest 
‘This category, however. does open up some space in the law for peoples’ parucpation in 
wildlife conservation, Consukations with local people before declaring an area a 
conservation reserve 's mandatory. at eppoted £0 the siwuauon in other protected areas 
such as national parks and sanctuares 


However, the issue is that most of the potenvally rich biodwersty areas conserved by 
people since ages qualifying to be declared os contergtion reserves aro under since 
comgol of local people who ray nor be very happy with the legal arrangement for 
' 
cy 


contig caeerain reeves ar coneuniy eres Thee lens os on Bowron 
lands but the local people have worked ouc management 2nd jeteaskosont would agree 
high degree of de facto control. It i unbikely that these establish making would be 
to bea part of conservatan reserve where shor only role in decison’ /™MNE SUEN Be te 
sree i wwe fe ete who ay oa 9° 26 2 En 
= 3 sanding terms. Adora be conser rere MaMafEMEN. OMe 
(ERMC) to be csablsthed under we Act mandates representatives (com Pneivjas in an 
‘aF€a Father than people actually conserving and managing the area srcatl bias 
ateBOTY to initiate conservation in areas where i may Not be happening alrcatly, 


Community Rerecves 
The statement and objects and reasons of the Amendment Act. 2002 states tha the state 
tovernments are empowered to declare areas wich ara under private and cortomuniy 
Ownership as Community Reserve provided the members of the community oF individual 
concerned are agéaeable to olfer such areas for protecting the wildlfe cogether With the 
associated traditions. cukuces and practices, The declaravon of the Community Roservo 
Involves one single Notification, Unlike 3 Conservation Resorve. ro change in land use 
Permitted once a Notiication has been issued under Section 36C (1) of the WLPA 
However, simular to the case of Conservation Reserve, 10 legal provision ewists for the 
Senotiteation or aleerawon of the boundaries of the Comnunty Reserve, however, the 
exact nature will depend on the guidelines and other working Rules thac will be propared 
by the CRMC. It is noe expected that the restrictions as are applicable to a sanctuary will 
be applicable co a Community Reserve. since the essencial purpose of community reserve it 
Not just the protection of wild flora and Guna but alko to preserve the traditional 
Conservation values and practices, As such. Community Resceves are not envisaged a4 a 
No Use Zone’ rather as stated in the “Otyscts and Reacons, areas whwch are to be 
managed on the principles of sustainable utuastion of forest produce 


These can only be dechred by government en private er community lands. 1 nay be possible 
£© argue that che term ‘community lands” should include government lands (particularly 
those thac are being used as common fands). and big patches of private forests as an Kerala 
Moreover, in ts current form tha Act docs not cecognize existing systems and institutions 
‘of management and has 2 unilorm prescription for the composition of the toeat institutions 


National Tiger Conservation Authority (NTCA) 
Another amendment in dhe Wilde (Protection) Actin 2006 has resulce in seuing up of a 
Nasional Tiger Conscrvation Authority (NTCA). This wat a result of the dindkg 
population of Tigers in India. As one of the reasons for deck 
identified as tck of peoples’ participation in Protected Area and wildife management, the 


sete naar Te ‘may Help in bringing about a change in the genera} exclusionary 
mode 


Biodiversity Act and Biodiversity Heritage Sit 


‘Drawing from the objectives of the Convention of Biological Diversity (CBD). presumably, 
ine ofthe primary objectives of Biological Owersty Act 2000 i to be the conservation of 
biological diversity and its constiuent parts. However, the implementation of the law ¢hus 
far, does not further the conservation provisions, even at they exist. Althaugh the CBD 
emphasizes the importance of conservation with the involvement of indigencus and Joes! 
communities, the efforts in the implemencation of the Act appear to be focused towards 
facileaong access to brotogical resources and knowledge than cowards conservation. 


‘One of the provisions of the Biologses} Owversity Act 2002 includes creation of Biodiversity 
management Committees (BMC) at che vilage level The National Biodiversity Authority 
and the State Biodwersity Boards established under the Act are required to consult local 

| BMC while taking decisions related to the use of biological resources and knowledge 
associated with such resources. This proudes a space for local communities ¢0 participate 

In the governance and decision-making reced to biological diversity co a certain extent, 

The BMCs are expected to be local institutions for the management. protection and 

recording of local biological diversiey and it may be possble to give existing or new 


community conserved areas being conserved for agricultural or wildile biodiversity at 
Biodiversity Heritage Sites (BHS}. 


‘The National Biodiversity Rules under the GDA, formulated in 2004. filed co empower the 
GMCs and thus the local communities to manage, use and conserve natural ecosystems. 
Under the rules, the BMCs are limicad to recording the local knowledge and ro help the 
sate and national boards to grant permission for the use of biological resources and 
Knowledge associated with it én their areas, They also have a uniform mstitutional 
structure, which wauld be inappropriate in the context of community and conservation 
reserves. Therefore, as per che rules, the space «0 provide legal backing to conservation 
and community reserves is very Ieniced. The rules for BMS has not been formulated yet 20 
the category has not been implemented anywhere in the country. AS tome of the statet 
Ske Madhya Pradesh and Sikkim have caken inicauves to form rule systeme for BHS they 
‘may act as important references for designing framework for management of community 
‘eserves and conservation reserves. once they are declared. 


Village Forests 

Section 28 of Indian Forest Act 1927 has a provision for dectaring village forests (VF), 
under which villages get powers similar to che forest department. But despite being ia 
existence for eight decides, this provision has hardly been umplemented, No village forest 


a 


jemented this can 
cecsts except for a few snes in Ucarkhand, Karnacak and Mizorae It fp 


be a strong category to spore commurity and conservation eserves Hany Pores 
sites that qualify for communicy reserve are not just areas under S17 au 
Protection but ako areas fram where biomass needs are met in & regulated manner, The 
Vilage forest category entails handing over government-contraied reserve Forest (9 lec 
villagers for conservation and sustainable use and hence sums the purPes 
cases where many JFM wilages have been demanding that they be declared» 
The Got's steering commietee on Environment. Forest and Wildlife for the Elevanth Five 
‘Year Plan (2007-2012). has very strongly recommended that the wiage forests G3tCBO=y be 
Used far giving legal backing to existing JFM sites as well a other initiacves of the 
communities towards conservation of forest. 


ce well, There are 
tage forests, 


‘Community Forest Rights (CFR) under Forest Rights Act (FRA) 

‘The CFR titles under FRA 2006 is an outcome of long-standing demands {ron 
indigenourtrital and other forese dwelling communnies for recognioon of thelr rights on 
forest lands occupied by them and cesources or an which they depend for subsistence, The 
‘Act mandates establishment of such eights for tribal and forest-dependent conimunities, 
‘The Act allows for a greater role and empowerment of gromsobhas in determining claims, 
managing forests that they havo conserving (raditvonally. chocking processes desteuccive of 
Forest dwellers’ habrats and protecting cradivional knowledge. tt also allows for grea 
livelihood security for traditional forest dwellers who have heen umustly denied tenure, 
and mandates that any displacement and relocation ean happen by consent. It provides a 
reater possibilty of communicy involvement in government PA and ah tO tho 
conservation reserves on che exterior part of the PA If applied meaningfully and 
eansparenty, this Act could Jead towards many forms of co-management and to greater 
lvelinood securicy than is possible in current managernent regimes of forests. including in 
‘the rational parks and sanctuaries in India, 


Additionally, community forest \s catogory under which the local commumtias can protect 
any forese that they have been cradicionally protecemg and can establish jocally suitable 
Ingtitucions, rules ané regulacions, This kind of flexibility: noc available in other Acts to the 
conserving communities, and could therefore 6¢ very significant in declaration and 
management of conservation and community reserves depending on che location of the 
communicy ranaged forests. However. this Act has an unclear relaionship with existing 
forest and wildile laws The institutional arrangements (or enforcement of the forest 
management and conservation provisions of the Act are alto not very clear espectlly in 
relation ¢o the areas where the forest department has existing jurisdiction, Although the 
rights would nat resc on the local people, there is unclear provision to assign consorvation 
responsibilicies on right holders and gromscbhas, 


2 


Ecologically Sensitive Areas 


Under the Environmental Protection Act 1985 provision has been created to declare 
scratches of ecosystems a5 Ecologically Sensitive Areas (ESA). Declaranon of ESA would 
mean that certain identified commercial. industrial and development activities would not be 
alowed in the area. There are several ESAS in the country which have also importance in 
the context of conservation ceserves and communuy ceserves. The Act is a strong legil 
wal to light against commercial and industral pressures. However. communities know 
very little about this Act and how chis can be used. Ics relevance in the context of 
‘conservation reserves and comumunity reserves need to be examined. 


National Wildlife Action Ptan (2002-2016) 


‘The National Wildlife Action Plan provides signficant space for community participation 1m 
conservation. Although it emphasizes community participation in PAs, yet its provision may 
also extend to conservation and community reserves when wildlle is in question. Some of 
the commitments of NWAP, apart from many other things, includes ~ 


> Evolving and prescribing guidelines for local community involvement indifferent 
management zones of PAs and adjacent areas. These guidelines would complement the 
‘Wildlife Insticute of india (Wil) guideline for planning PA management and ecclogically 
sound communicy welfare programs, The implication of the provision may also cover 
‘che conservation and community reserves. 


> Providing a range of incentives co conserve wildlife in different landscapes across 
differant land ang water uses: rewards and public honour for commendable 
conservation work and actions, granting of biomass and water resource rights for 
Personal consumption for communities that have helped procect or restore wildlife 
habitats, employment in local conservation works, financial rawards and incentives te 
protect sacred groves. share in penalties extracted from poachers, share in tourism 
revenues, and incentives to move away (rom ecologicdly iladvised activi 


> Encouraging people to help protect and manage wildlife ourside PAs (Including 
community conserved forests, wetlands. grasslands and coastal areas. 


National Forest Policy 1988 
‘This policy deals with conservation and management of forests, afforestation and with the 
rules governing peoples’ access to goverament owned forests and cheir products. This 
poliey placed greater importance on using local forest resources to meet loca! peopl 

reeds rather than the industrial needs. ft was under this that the government resolution on 
JPM was passed in 1990, Since then milhans of hectares of forests outside PAS have been 
brought under JFM, aimed at regenerating degraded forests with the parucipation of focal 
communities and sharing the benefics accruing from timber harvests from there areas with 
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management Under JFM hay 


ere . ‘ ion in 
12 local communities. Although with peoples’ participat ye many places, YC whetha, 


resulted into restoring forests with endemic flora and fauna 2 

sve, depending upon 
they would qualify for conservation reserves or community reserve, JEPEPGNE UPC the 
Focation, is sulla big question co be answered. 


tosticutional Overlapping - The Dilemma 

AS discussed earlier, cere have been diverse insccutional denominations created/suggested 
+0 facilicate conservation of landscapes, ecosystems, flara and fauna. ln che name of creating 
space for community participation in forest and wildlife management, Number of 
instisutions have been crafted or carved out through lepisiauons and potices, Even codty, 
Confusions are widening in the concext of wider implications of terms like conservation 
Feserve, community reserve, biodwersity heritage sites, community forest rights, forests 
under CFM, forests under JFM, Ecologically Sensitive Areas, Village Forests, co 
Development Commirrees, mandates of National Wildlife Action Plan, provisions of 
National Forest Policy ~ all of these pronouncing community participation ln forest ang 
wildlife management. There are many patches known with other names. qualifying for 
Conservation reserves and community reserves but such patches are also under formal 
Processes of participatory forest management Would they be converted t0 Units like 
Contervation reserve and community reserve by a single notification of the sure 
‘government! it happens so then how and in what ways the community participation ang 
the privileges and sanctions willbe different from the earkier process of same community. 
led managemenc?- are certain crucial questions widening the dilemma, Hence, while looking 
around co Identify parches and declare the patches as conservation reserve or community 
reserve as the case may be, the state would be confronted with many such institutional 
‘managerial, administrative. ecological and benelit sharing Issues. Ic is clear, at this point of 
time that assessing the potential of certain sites to be declared as conservation reserves or 
‘community reserves woutd not be that easy a matter inthe absence of a clear guideline and 
management framework. 


in the context of Orissa, such confusions are also there with the state government and is 
functionaries. On the flip side, the community awareness on the legal provisions and 
management denominations and paradigms is the least. Now, bringing the state government 
and local communities to a single platiorm and facilitating the bilateral processes for 
declrration of conservation reterves and community reserves looms large, However, 
profiling certain areas for the sake of avoiding such confusions and to the benefit of 
rmanagemenc systems may provide insight and issues against declaring certain patched 3 
conservation reserves and community reserves. 


Promoting Community Conservation Initiatives: The way forward 
lo Orissa there are numerous examples where communities are actively procecting aad 
conserving biodiversity, These efforts cover conservation of vast array of eosystems 
‘existing on private land, community owned lands lands whose ownership is disputed, as 
well as governmenc owned fands. These community led nivatives have created habitat 
spaces managed with great care that have enough meric (0 qualify for declaration as 
Community Reserves under scope ef the WLPA amendmenc Acc 2002, However, irony is 
that 90 gruficane mivatives have been taken towards at least making assesemont for their 
potential ro be declared as Communicy Reserve 


“Community conservation’, in this context, mean conservation practices by local people 
otherwise called community who have been protecting and conserving varieties of 
ecosystems and land parcels lke forests, coast, wetlands. agricultural landscapes, etc and in 
the process have beon protecting spacific and also 3 wide range of wild plant and animal 
species through means and systems devised by them. While achieving such conservation 
andlor protection they have also been able to ensure or are striving cowards ensuring 
some level of livethood security for chemselves 


Conservation Reserves and Community Reserves have great potential for protection of 
biodiversity, mamcenance of ecological services and gene flow of wildlife ax these areas 
function a5 corridors beoween ienportant wildlife habitats. Thus these reserves can be 
sighed as community based conservation models. They synergize the links between 
radiional agriculural system and forese ecosystems harmonized by interactions among 
the agricultural biodWversicy and willfe, thus provide neger landscape level intogracion 
‘Although there has been legislations (WLP Amendment Act 2002) co delineate and dectare 
such spaces as Conservation Reserves or Conwmunity Reserves for protection and 
maintenance of local biodiversity with participation of fecal communnies, yet unfortunately, 
neither there has been significant initiative from the forest deparcment nor any recognition 
siven co these inivatives formally by the state as areas important for iocal economies or 
habitats for wildlfe conservation. Lack of such recognition is resulting into destruction of 
more and more such areas because of mining. commercial leases, urban expansion and 
‘other development projects. 


Major threats to Community conservation 


Lack of Recognition: 
Majority of community conservaton efforts in the state remain unrecognized by the state 
government. There is ne mention or consideration of these elforts either in laws, policies. 
administrative programs or budget allocations. Although smany of che initiatives exist on 
government lands, vilages often find it dificule co solicic support from the government 
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while discharging chile duces. ln fact programs Khe the Joint Forest Managemant tend qq 
Undermine the local insoqucions governing these iniaatives 


External influences: 
Many ofthese flores are fading due to changing soca wales and dnsics, de 9 extra 
forces. inappropriate development and educational models. These cllects are more 
Prevalent in case of inivatives based on religous betes 


Internal confticrs 

‘There are numerous instances where a spit in the community initiative Ras O¢curred due 
(0 internal politics, conflcrs, inequities and local dynamics uselt, The relatively weaker 
Institution makes sustenance of these efforts dificut: because of fractures even ia y 
‘coherent social caput 


Legal space for Community Conservation initiatives (CCH) at che Nationo! Level 
GCIs as such hold no legal recognition inthe State. Wildile (Protection) Amendment Act 
of 2002 gives provision to the State to declare certamn areas a¢ Community Reserves. The 
State Government may declare any private or communty land, where community of 
individual has vohinteered to conserve wilde and ics habitat, a6 a community reserve for 
wildlife conservation, provided that the land is not haling wichun a National Park, sanctuary 
(oF conservation reserve. 


Despite such sxrong provisions im Wildile (Protection) Amendment Act of 2002, very less 
work Is done in this dircetion, Onssa stands out with unique examples of community 
flores cowards nature and species conservation, but tll date none of the sites have been 
declared as ‘Community Reserves The Government should recognize these commuity 
(oltiaives as begiimace and mportanc conservation tools uo dovelop participatory models 
of conservation 


Concluding Remarks 
For sake of biodwersity conservation mere declaring certain areas a4 ‘protected’ of 
‘reserves’ inay not Full the objective. Aparc feem the scientific approach, traditional 
approach is essential for effective conservation of biodiversity. Most of our conservation 
programs bated on western ways of thinking, ignoring the wle3s and values held by the local 
people, and as such they are fess successful. The 15 session of the General Assembly of 
IUCN held in Christchurch, Newzealind, ia October 1981, recognized the importance of 
the cultural heritage of mankind and the role of traditional cultures in eanservavon of 
ature (Mac Neely and Pat. 1985 cf Gaég? and Guha, 2002). One of che (our important 
recommendations that emerged trom this session urged to ‘take inrovaccourt the til 
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ensuing, very large reservoir af traditional knowledge. philosophy and experience withn 
local cultures which must provide 2 samiicang basis for the avolution of future management 
policies and planning action. Further. indigenous knowledge in Drodiversity conservation 
would invariably supplement and perhaps in whe long term largely replace more 
conventional schemes for the protection of wild areas through mational parks. and 
sanctuaries (Gadgl and Guha 2002) 


The challenge for a biodiversity-ich country ike Inds is not only to preserve is biological 
wealth alone, but also ensure that its conservation and use translates inca the welkbemg of 
its people. Biological resources and the knowledge associated with « have the potential to 
generate wealth, where the cerm extends beyond its monetary value. H biodiversity hws. 
themselves contribute to inequities and ambiguities, either chrough their cantent or in their 
implementation, then the need for such laws comes inco question. A law such as biological 
diversity conservation legislation should, by virwe of its content and purpose suffices to 
convince people about its intent. Regrettably, despite dealing with che subject of 
conservation of biodiversity, Ic fils co do $0. The management of biological resources and 
related knowledge, by the State, should be assessed against this backdrop. The emphasis 
Under the Biodiversity Act on identification of endangered species and documentation of 
biological resources (a itself does noc mean conservation is guaranteed. The documentation 
and inventorisation, given the politcal economy of control over resources, shows no 
signiicant progress towards either conservation or Welihoods objectives, Therefore, the 
current challenge 's procecting both what cemains of our biologrcal diversicy as also the 
associated knowledge which cannot be separated from the biological resource. 
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Unearthing the Roots of Alienation of ‘Adivasis Wek Forest Land; 
An analysis in the context of Odishan Tribes: 


Kortik Prased jeng 


ABSTRACT 


This paper onalses the stwaion of tte! fond aberaton ant wwahantarysixpoxenere fas 


‘ouRhe 1 exlare ene wba aera seo ond sconomic es on waraus types Fonds ib 
‘r00s in the content oftheir concept of propery and ic ceturaly sancooned pater of wtp, 
management. iertance ond we of papery. expan the om) cies ond the presses sa, 
eet ond tenon end and encroachment m bed ares at depeosntiztion of rol people 
‘and ¢9 examine the impoct of the protecine lepalavcus m prareciig new tnd rats and laws for 
Conserauon of ores 


INTRODUCTION 

The tribes of India occupy a unique postion in Indian culture and cwilzation, Thoy 
hhave been fiving in the forest hls and naturally isohted regions for generations. Ferest 
based resources are central to the social and cultural exssionce of thete tribal peopla. These 
forest dwelling communities are known by efferent mamas meaning either che people of 
forest and hills or the criginal inhabitants. The popular names are Vanyajts (lorest 
communicy). Vanvasi (imhabiants of forest). Pahary (ntl-dwellers), Aimy (original 
communities/peimitive people). Adivas (frst settlers), ania (folk people), Amisuchil Janat 
{écheduled tribe) and so on. Among ail hese terms, Adivasi os known most exterswely and 
AnusuchitJanjat (scheduled eribe) isthe corseavnonal name covering most of thein 


They have been using forest tand for generations without any formal recognition over 
their eight. The history of chese forest dwelling communities and thew customary rights over 
forest land are fe with explotation hat has undermined thew very survival and digit. 
‘Their right being a part of the broad human right phenomena, has acquired significance in 
recent times. As denizens of hills. forests, accessible terrains rich in natural resources 


* Reader in Economics, 8). Auromous Cologe, Bboneswar 1 


gconomc advancement of the country. As aresult, dhe aignation and exclusion of Adivasts 
{rom their historical rights over theic naturat resources continued in the name of “aational 
inverest, which took the form of large dams and mega industrial and mining projects In the 
Process, they have become tandless and impoverished. The existence of gross iliteracy. 
ignorance and poverty among tribal people combined with the prevalence of poor land 
Fecord system in tribal areas, non-recognition of their nghes on land used for sing 
culivation by tribes, declaration of deemed Reserve Forests and Protected Forests, have 
resuiced in continuous transfer and passing of lands from the hands of tribal people to non 
Gibals and co the State. in this way ‘historical injustice’ has been done co these forest 
dwellers of the country, which needs to be iinmediately addressed by recognizing cheir 
traditional rights over forett and forestland. 


Concepts of Land Alienation: 


Alienation as a concept in the present context means: separation of land from tribal 
communities oF passing of land from tribal poopie into the hands of noa-cibals through 
‘manipulation of land records or by beniami transler or dispossessing the cribals of theie forest 
land under the grab of Indian Foresc Acts. 


Land alienation is the single most importanc cause of pauperization of tribal, 
rendering their vulnerable economic situation more precarious, which has uitimately caused 
bal movernents oF unrest in teibal areas of India in different pariods of time, whose recent 
forms are seen as Naxalte movements of Maoist agitation in tribal dominated States of 
India, Though there are laws co prevent wribal land slicnation, exogenous forces have 
circumvented thee laws in various ways. Sometimes, duc to lackadaisical implementation of 
‘existing land related laws, the very object of enactmont is bowng deleated. Unfortunately, the 
provisions made ii the Acts and Rules are followed mors ja breaeh than in adherence, Its 
_appinst this backairop, the following are the importam objectives of the present study. 


Objectives of the study: 
I). Te explore the cribals’ traditional social and cconomic rights on various eypes of lands 
in tribal areas in the context of their concept of property and there culturally 
sanctioned pattern of onneeship, management. mhoriance and transfer of property 
2) To explain the root causes and the processes that lead 10 land alienation aad fand 
encroachmenc in tribal areas and depeasancization of tribal people 
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3) To highlight the existing provision of protective legislations of the Stare Government 


towards prevention of land encroachment and land alienation of (baIs: 


4) To examine che mpaes of the provectivelegsasions in protecting che land rights and 


laws for conservation of forests 
5) To suggesc policy measuresipotey modicaton. 


Methodology: 


1) The present study is based on secondary Iterature survey and field data collected from 
five case studies conducted in the sample districts of Koraput Gajapnt. Malkangirh and 
Mayurbhanj, the wibal dominated districts of Orisa. The present study has Wenhed 
some of the main processes which have led to poor access of tribals 9 land in tribal 
areas (rom the above five case studies and secondary literature survey. 


Ui) The present study is abo based on a renew of the preventive laws for tribals’ and 
ahenation as well as of the legislaiwe and regulatory Irameworks governing access of 
scheduled tribes co hand 


‘Organization of the Paper: 

‘The paper is organceed into five sections. After introduction in Section) Section-H 
spells out the Scheduled Tribes in Odisha, their demographic, socio-economic profile and 
customary land rights etc: Section highights che existing laws and regulations £0 provect 
tribal fand and forests: Section-I¥ brings out some mayor findings and explains the root 
causes, forms, and process of land ablenation as revealed from field studies and discusses the 
consequences of tribal land alienacionand Seetion-¥ deals wich conclusion and suggests some 
policy measures t0 prevent land alienation 


u 
SCHEDULED TRIBES IN ODISHA 


Demography: 

‘Odasha occupies a special posion in the cribal map of India, The totat number of 
Scheduled Tribe population in the State is 95,90,756 and they constitute nearly 22.85% of 
the total population of Odisha (201 ICensus). ln the Stare 62 tribal communities have been 
designated as Scheduled Tribes out of wiuch 13 have becn recognized at. Particularly 
Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PYTGs) Most populous tribes are Kondhs, Gonds, Santals, Mundas, 
Oraons, Bhoctadas, Bhumjes. Szoras. Parojas. etc. with many of them craditionally 
depending on shifting culovation. Nearly haif of the State's area (44.70%) it under Schedule V 
‘Area of the lndian Constitution. Scheduled Tribes (ST) constituce 68% and Scheduled Castes 
(SC) conscitutes 20% of the total population of the Scheduled Area, 
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Socio-Economic Profile: 


‘The sex rae among the STs indicates that there were 1003 females per 1000 nivale 
and the literacy rate among them was only 37.37% as against the overall 65.64% of the Scace 
(2001 Census). Two indicators of educational developments Gross Enrolment Race (GER) 
and Gross Drop-out Rate (GOR) display an adverse trend in respecc of ST boys and girls in 
Odisha, The gap in GDR becween general castes and scheduled tribes which was 15! per 
cent in 2001-02 deceriorated to 16.6 per cent in 2003-04. The enrolment rate among the 
STs was 1.275 compared to the overall enrolment of 4480 accarding to 2006.07 estimates 
in the State and the Schoo! dropout rate among the STs was the 5.15%. the highest, 
compared Co the overall rate of 294% of the Stace between Class-t and Class-Vil, The 
manual work participation rate among the STS was 48.99% as compared to 38.79 of the tora 
work participation of the State Some selected socio-economic indicators of STS are 
illustraced in Table No.1 below. 

Table Not 


TRIBES IN ODISHA: FIGURES AT A GLANCE 
‘Selected Socio-Economic Indicators 


Indicators j Total st j % 
Population {in millions) | 3680 | SIS) 2283 | 
Sex Ratio (2601): No. of Female per 1000 Male/ 972,—| «1003. | 
y Race (2001) % 6308 | 3737 s 
iv 3 aaso | 1275 | 2846 
Enrolment (2006-07)/ in "000 |- V Classes ans | iss | 2701 | 
Sem cheese | t9e7)4a 73 
School drop-out Rates between L-VIIChsses | 294 | SIS 


Health and Child Care Primary Heakth Centres | 1,508 118 | 
(1988-99) {including PHC. (New) and CHC} | | 
Health Sub-Centres (2000) $927 2454 | 4140 | 
ICDS Projects (2000) | 28 We | 4199 | 
Wark Participation Rate (%) (200!) | 37a | aap | | 
Below Paveriy Line (Ruralfamiies}ason | 4g73 654 | jg.99248 | 3128 | 
31 05.2000 (Provisional) | | { | 
| The average area of holdings operated in ee qast ire 
a re Ed 
| 4) le 
x ol 3 306 | 


Source: SCSTRT?, ORISSA 684, 2008 
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tn Odisha, 47% of ts population «tving blow the poverty ne, Le; ling On less than 
4 dolla a day. tn che Scheduled Area. the scheduled tribes are the poorest groups In 1999. 
2000, 73% of the Scheduled Tribes in Odishs were below poverty line as compared to 55% 
and 33% respectivaly for Scheduled Caste ana General Castes (Haan and Dubey, 203), The 
fituauon in South Odisha ts even worse with approximately 87% of the Scheduled tribos 
‘remaining below poverty ine. 


Scheduled Areas in Odisha: 


Following areas in Odisna are under Schedule V of Indian Consticution. 
Mayurbhan), Suadargarh, Malkangici, Nabaranghapur. Rayagida and Korapuc districts in 
whale, KuchindaTahasds of Sambalpur district. Kandhamal. Gaiguds and G.Usayagir: Tahasi 
of Kanghamal district, R.Udaygici Tahasi, Gumnma and Rayagada block of Parlekhemund 
‘Tahasil in Parlakhemunds Sub-division ang SurudaTahasil of Ghumsur sub-division in Ganjam 
district. Thuamul Rampur and Lanjigarh blocks of Kalahandt district and Nilagiri block of 
@alasore district. The coal area of the Scheduled Area contains almost 70% of the forest 
areas of Odisha even though they form only 44% of the total State area 


Customary Land Rights enjoyed by the Tribal People: 

hn Odisha, despite the diversity, tribal communities dwall i compact areas and follow 
2 community way of living in harmony with mature and have 3 unique culeure. distin 
<ustoms, traditions and beliefs which are simple, direct and non-acquisitive by nature. Most 
tribes rend to folew a clan based land renure system which provides customary rights on land, 
trees, forests acc, Tribes like Kondhs. Saoras, Parows. Gadabas, Bondos, Juangs and Bhuyans 
traditionally carry out shiking cultivavion along with paddy farming in valley hinds. Most of 
the cribes broadly cultivate four types of land, such as: valley bottom lands or watlands, 
hhomesteads/backyard land, up land and swiddens or shifting cultivation fields. On an average 
74% of the land in Scheduled areas of Odisha 1s cacegorized as state land, with lores land at 
46% and nonforest land at 28%. Thus three fourth. of lt land in the wibal dominated 
districts belongs to the State; even though subsistence agriculture is the most important 
source of their livelihoods (K.Kumar, 2005) & ease studytaken up by SCSTRTI, Odisha in 
1978-80 in af Tribal Sub Plan (TSP) areas shows that 22.84% of tribal houscholds are 
fandtess whereas 40.46% own less than 25 acres each. Another analysis of the Agriculture 
Suevey data of 1995-96 io the wibal districts shows that the percentage of tribal land holders 
having less than one standard acreot land ranges irom 41% in Malkangiri to 77% in Gajapati 
(Kumar et. 212008) According to 2000-01 agneuttural Consus of Odisha, the scheduled 
tribes’ average holdings in Odisha works oue to be 1.33 hectare as compared to 5,25 hocuare 
for general castes. However, being the natural owners of forests and as adjoining lands, the 
tribals are being deprived of their rights 10 own them. They have bech relegated from their 
eariier setf-refiant starus to a dependent one. 


They are; 
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Over 3 period of me. there has been a martive alienation of tnbal nds in Odisha 
According t0 the Annual Report 2007-08 of the Ministry of Rural Development, Govt. of 
tedia, in Odisha a total of 1.05.491 (1.05 tah) cases of Trial land alienation covering an area 
of 1.04,742 (1.04 bath) have been Fepstered and filed m the Courts of Odisha. Our of thar 
104.644 cases have been disposed of by the Courts. of which 61,431 (61,43 thousand or 
58.23%) cases have been decided in fncour of the tribals covering an arca of $6854 (56.85 
shourands oF 4.28%) acres of land But wn real terns $4250.70 acres of land has been 
acwally restored to the tribal communiy, 


EXISTING LAWS AND REGULATIONS TO PREVENT LAND ALIENATION 


A Trade-off between State Laws for Prevention of Land Alienation and the 
State's Forest Protection Poticy: 

Over periods of time, thousand acres of tribal land have been alicnated marginabaing 
the vulnerable tribal folks. From time to time they have risen agamst such exploitation and 
Governments in pre and postindependence era have taken nace of such uprisings and 
adopted various protective and wellare measures co saleguard the incorests of the tribals 
‘The following historic Acts of the State wersiare i force to control, check and restrict the 
teansfer of tribal nds to mon-tribals and the State legisltions co protect the foresrs in the 
Stace of Odisha before and after independence. 


|, State Laws to Protect the interest of Tribes and to prevent their Land Alienation: 


(A) Pre-independence Aetrond | Purpose & Areas Where Applied 
Regulations | i 
The Government of inca Adof First gave recognmon co tribal areat in India for 
1870 for "Scheduled Troas" protection of their fives acd interests | 
‘LCentral Province (CP) Tenoncy Act | Bargarh and Sambatpur Sub-diisions ofSambalpur | 
1898, (os omended by Act 16 of | Discrict under erstwhile Central Province » at! 
1953) | present Madhya Pradesh (mposed restrictions on 


| wansler of eibal land to n0n-eribais) : 
SAgency Trect Interests ond Land | The Agency Areas of ex- Madras Presidency including 
Transfer Ae, 1917 | the whole of Koraput District (except Kashipur 
Tansi), the agency part of Ganjamy District and the 
| Satiguda Sub-desion of Boudh-Konchimal Disc. | 
ACP. Tenancy Act, 1920 (os omended | Nuapara Subdivisions of Kalahandi District (impose | 
by Orissa Act 15 of (1953) renietions on transfer of ental land to non-tribals) 
E.khandinal Laws Regulauon Act 1938 | Khondmal Subdivsions of Boudh District (imposed | 
| eestrieuons on eransfer of wba land £9 non-tribals) | 
Banyan ond joang Prhof Keonfar | Bhuyan and juang Pit area of Keonyhar ex-State (0 
Immigration Act,1947 prevent unauthorized settlement of on-Bhuyan and 
| Roe traders the Bhuyan & aang Pah aren} | 
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Applied 
{(@) Past Independence Aetsond| Purpose Breas Where APP 


i Regulations seas of ex-States which merged in| 
11 Onsio Merged States (Lows) Act 195 sin 1948 ana 1949 co restrectallenation | 
ote. ton-tribals) 
of rial lad co non a) \ 


2 The Oraso Scheduled Areas Tronsfer of | fn the Scheduled Ares : 
tmmavable Property [by STs} Regutoven, 


(OSATIP)- 1956 | Gok 
[3._OSATIP Regulotions, 1959 In the Scheduled Areas of isi H 
4. OSATIP Regulations. 1976 | in the Scheduled Areas of Odisha 
[S. Onizo Gove Land Setiemene (OGLS} Ae | In all reas of Odsth2 i 
1962 
‘© Orissa Prevention of Land Encroachment | la all areas of Odisha ‘ 
(OPLE) Act, 1972 
[7-on 905 ~ {beat aces of Odsha 


Orissa” (Scheduled Areas) Debt j in the Scheduled Areas of Ocisha 


Relief Reguiovon, 1967 
ie Orissa (Scheduled Areas}Debt Rehef| in the Scheduled Arcas of Odisha 
uiovan, 1970 1 


| V0: Grisso Lond Reform Act, 1960 & 1964 | Non-Scheduled Areas of Odisha {To evict | 
| noncTribals from the tnd of tribals for 


‘unauthorined accypation within 30 years) 

TH The "Orissa Prevention of Lond | All areas of Oditha (Landless STS in 

Encroachment Aet, 1972 ‘enauthorized oceupation of Govt, fand will be 
| sected wah the same) | 
V2 Panchayat (Extension 19 Scheduled | In the Scheduled Areas of Odisha 
|__ Areas) (PESA) Ace 1998 
13. The Onsta Schediled AredsTronsfer of| ln che Scheduled Areas of Odisha 

Immovable Propery (by STs) Reguisen 


2 of 1956 (Regulation | of 2002) 

14. The ‘EL Other Trodionai Forest | kn the Scheduled Areas of Odisha H 
Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights) | ! 
ac,2006 | 
ST & Other Traditions) Forest | In the Scheduled Areas of Odisha 
Dwellers (Recogewion of Forest Rights) 

‘ct 2006(Ac1.2 of 2007) | 


2, State Laws to Protect Forest Land and Deprive Tribalsof their Customary 
Rights on Forest Land: 


[eee eee Reitorces the ci of che State to exelsive | 

of eared Rarved Fre Atmert | Bare Slag Coe itt resources 
‘Shiting Cultivation in 

-2OfA) Indian Forest: Act (IFA) 1927. ond Secuon yation in the Stare 

35(A) of Orso Foret Ac 1972 


A GUnOT Hance at the above provisions of Sate Iaglations and rules shows that 
Government have been making laws and rules fram time to time co control and check land 
aienacion of crbals and at the same cme making laws to protect forests and declaring 
reserved forests thereby restric ting the access of tribals to forest land on which they have 
uhrived since time immemorial. This has ultimately led to 2 violation of tribals’ age-old 
customary rights on forests. So due co the dauble edged nature of the State policy there it 
a trade-off between the State pokcy to protect forests on ene hand and on the ocher.to 
deny the enjoyment of basic rights of the tribals on the forests and forest resources as 
guaranteed by certain provective laws of Gove: 


Out of the above mentioned State Acts and Legishuions. the passage of the (wo 
Tribal Friendly Acts namely, PESA Act of 1996and Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional 
Forest Owellers (Recognition of Forest Right Act 2006) are major vetory for the tribals and 
forest dwellers and a big step in their struggle to reverse the historical injustice done to 
them, The PESA Act is a revolutionary piece of legislation that ensures restoration of power 
to tribal communities and to safeguard their unique cultures, customs, traditions and restore 
their community control aver common property resources. The spirit of PESA is to 
empower the Gram Sabha ax a basic unit of participatory democracy at grass root levels 
which aims at establishment of che village Panchayats as 2 self-governing institution. On the 
other hand the “Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of 
Forest Rights) Act is a landmark legistation meant to address both the forest rights and the 
‘occupancy rights of the wibal people, who had been using forestlands for generations 
withoue any formal recognition. People have been iving in the forests for generations but 
they are always condemned as ‘eneroachers’ by che forest officials as they do not have legal 
rights.over the land they are residing or cukivating. This Act has recognized their customary 
rights over forestlands. 


v 
STUDY ANALYSIS ANDMAJOR FINDINGS 

The findings. interpretations and conclusions expressed in the present study are 
based on secondary and primary ie, field data collected (rom five exhaustive cate studies 
conducted in the sample districts of Koraput, Gajapat, Malkangied and Mayurbhanj, the tribal 
dominated districts of Odisha, to analyze the impact of land alienation on tribes, Land hws 
and land issues are many and all of them cannot be covered i this write up. Only limited 
problems of greater concern and importance have been touched upon and 2 brief summary 
al the above mentioned comprehensive and exhaustive case studies has been presented in 
this paper, lest it may run into hundreds of pages and become lengthier. The following are 
some of the key findings and field experiences derived from the above case studies. The 
presenc study has identified che followirg processes through which tribals have lore access to 
fand and forest essential for theie survival and livelincod. “Their lands in many areas have 
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been transferred and passed nto the hands of non-cribals in spite of the existence o 


lawaliegal prohibicians xppinst uch eransters. Taking the advantages Of (ENOFINES SNP 
and poverty of the trital people. the economically and polweally more powerful nan-triba, 
People have exploxed the loopholes of such proveetwe laws and continued (O cicumvan, 
{he legal prowavons by entering into benam: or other clandestine eransactions with the nitive 
tribals even withour obtainng Government permissions as raverled from the field studies 


Causes and Forms of the Tribal Land Alienation Process 

The following points are reparced to have been the root causes ef the system 
‘exploitation of the tribal people and the process of land akenation 35 found fom the 
‘empirical studies, 


|. Pre-Colonial invasion over the Forest Land Rights of the Tribes: 
In the medieval inca, the ownership of the forests was with the local chiefs with access 
Fights &© the local communmies, Adivasis im many rogions af the country live in enclaves, a 
Process which began when dominant clint and communities of Aryan origin began to 
invade the ferrite plains and the Adiatis were driven furcher and fuether away, inte the 
deep forest areas and hily regions 


2. Purposive State Intervention in the form of Indian Forest Act (rom 1865 to 
176 to 1927during Cotonial Period : 
4h colonial india, (rial communities and their lwelinoods were chreatened. as the 


colonizers saw the extensive forest areas as a major source of revenue and timber, 
Towards the begmaing of the nineteenth century, the British wanted to undertake 
unhindered exploitation of timber, which required that the Government assert its 
‘ownership over forest management that existed in most parts of the country, This had 
nothing (2 do with conservation. it was a clever ploy to keep under thelr divect control 
of the trees, timber and forase rouresin order to Jegitumize it with law, a series of lpal 
Inserumenes were passed in che form of forest acts from 1865 en 1878 to 1927, These 
‘Acts empowered the Government to declars or notily any aren as a reserved of 
Protacted forest. fotlowing which + “Forest Sextlement Officer” supposedly would 
‘enquire in to claims of rights (co fand, forest produce, patture. etc) The colonial forest 
admunistration camouflaged timber extraction as conservation thus curtailing livelihood 
righs of wibes. through clasuication of forests and prahibicion of customary use rights 
‘The Indian Forest Act (IFA) of 1927 remains Inda's central forest law and with minor 
modifications is scl operational in independent India. 


3. Continuation of the Indian Forest Act in independent India : 
After indapendence. the sume Forest Law of che Brith Raj continued governing forest 
areas in India. in fact, the Indian Foresc Act of 1927 was extended even to §cheduled 
Areas, which were dominated by Scheduled Tibes, under the fath schedule of the ladion 
Constitution, as well as to the Princely States. The process of land acquisition begun 
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under the Brush Continued after independence and beowaen 191 and 1988 the coli 
instrument of IFA was used to bring an area of 26 millon hectares under the regime of 
the Forest Department. The assumption under the Indian Forest Act was that. the forest * 
mas been destroyed by the forest dwellersinbals and ie needed to be protected! 
commented from ther. ehrough in reaicy mindless exploitation of the lores: and ws 
wildlife were the handiwork of the rich and the inllvential, Though the Forest 
Conservation Act restricted forest diversion for nonlorest use, by preséribing prior 
permission and a high conversion rate it in effect. made such diversion possible for them. 
{cis inceresting to nace that the law being what i was. for the rich with their money and 
influence forestland diversion was easier whereas the poor forest dweling tribals were 
termed ax "encroachers’ and a direction for their eviction was issued by the Ministry of 
Environment & Forest (MoE) through the May 2002 circular. 


Lots of Tribal Rights over Government and Forest Lands due to lack of 
proper recording of Occupational Rights through Survey and Settlement: 


Tribal people fost their rights over government land due to the following reasons: 


From the ease studies conducted in four discricts of Koraput. Gajapati, Mukangiri and 
Mayurbhasj, isis revealed that the wibals werelare never recognized as owners of the 
lands in tribal areas which they cukivated over the years, from generation co generation 
Increasing wnportance of forest (tener) based revenue led both the pre-independence 
‘rulers (Princely Staces and British rulers) as well as postindependence Govt. of India to 
reserve and notty more and more areas 25 forests. Various forest laws and rules were 
forrvulated by the State imposing restrictions upon the trbalson using these forests, Clan 
and lineage territories were not recognized in che forest settlement operations. Such 
forest noxifications were carried out without proper survey and settlement which even 
id not recognize rights of their permanent cukivation 


Loss of Land due to Non-Recognition of Rights on Shifting Cultivation: 

From time immemorial some tribal communities bave been carrying on shitting 
cultivation on the hillslopes and forest areas, But, large arcas of shiing cultivation land 
were declared ab forest land by the Government during both pre-independence and 
post independence periods. Shifting culswation was banned. According to one estimate, 
shifting cultivation areas ranging from 5296 sqkmco 37000 sq.km {Parenaik-1993) has not 
been sertled with the dependent tribal communities and is catagorized as State fund, 
either as forest or revenise lind. This has affected the availabilty of land for cho tribal 
communes and given rise (0 continuous confict and repression. 


Loss of Land in Un-Surveyed Areas: 
Large areas of the Seate io forest are2s have been lec un-turveyed and rights of tribals on 
hese lands have nor been sectied. 
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7. Loss of Private Tribat Patte Land chrough Manipulation of Land Records by 
Non-Tribals through Private Transaction: 
Mlegal private transaction is reported co have been the most # 
Patea land sected with tse tribals In the tribal datricis one fourth (1/4) of the lands is 
recognized as Patta land and settled wth the land holders. The rest 3/4th of the lang 
belongs to the State; From the prescnt case study i 1s reported chat in che somple 
iseriets of Gajapati and Koraput fess chan 10% land és owned by tribals. The per- 
household land ownership among tribsl households is extremely low at 1.12 standard 
eres, The average land holding of evita! households in all che tribal area Is only | 06 
standard acres with 20% of household boing landless and 65% being small and marginal 
farmers, This /4ch paca land is also being lost by the Scheduled Tribes through the 
following processes, 


&. Private Land Loss through Debt Mortgages: 
To raise loans to meet various needs, such as for mectmg expenset on ceremonies of 
marriage and deaths, the eribals have to give their taads a8 mortgage to rich farmers 
Informa morxgaging of land 1s one of the most Important modes of private land 
Alienation as revealed from both the case studies and from secondary literature, The 
laws regulating money lending are inetfecive and impraccical from cultural context of 
ial, who mostly rely on oral transactions 


9. Sale of Land by the Tribals through Private Transactions: 
Ths | reported to be another important cause fer alienasion of privare cribal land 
‘especially before 2002, In 2002. the hw was amended! to totaly ban on sale of land by 
tribals co nen-tibals in the State Policyas mentioned earlier. The current law provides 
for decection of legal land translers from tribals and non-tribals after 1956 and 
restoration of the land to tribals, 


porsant cause for loss of 


10, Loss of Land Due to benemiTransfer: 
Taking the advantage of ignorance and needs of the cribals, 2 bulk of land is being 
transferred theough benam transactions 


11. Loss ofPrivace Land due co taflux of Non-Tribals: 
Rapid population growth has led to influx of non-tribals into tribal areas and the 
encroachment of tribal lind by aon-tribals cheough benomiang fraudulent means, 


12, Land Transfers before the Current Protective Laws were in Place: 
Much of the lands are reported to be wanslerred to non-rbals before the current 
Protective laws were pasied. There were periods when no protactive laws were in 
place, or the protectwe ls were full of loophotes. 


[4cThe slackness in the irny 


the non-tribals to occupy the tribal lands, 


Land alienation which takes place in various ways hat assumed alarming proportion 


threatening the right to the life of the wribal population, 


Ié.Loss of Tribal 


Government for Development Projects: 


Though Indian Constitution provides for protection of rights on land for STS, in Odesha, 
the STS have been affected by large scale displacement due to land acquisition by 
government for diferent development projects such as infrastructure projects, reservoir 
and irrigation projects, energy projects, mining and induscrial projects undertaken in 


most of the tribal dominaced districts of Odisha as illustrated below in Table No.2. 


Land for land as compensation was generally not provided and displacements have 
led to severe cultural, social and economic dislocations for the eribals. Empirical studies 


reveal that displacement due to construction of dams. power plants, mining, oil exploration, 
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Table No.2 
Name =| Area No. of 
| acquired) | HHs 
affected (ha) | atfected 
Machkund ae cave 
[Sifenat a see 
Batinets 1 (7496 1900 
Upper Kolb l3so | 3179 
Finseav ae ies | 3838 
Rourkela Steel Plane | 7917 | 2367 
. Sunabeda 3764 S468 
NALCO, Oamanjoas| 3444, 788 
[ Mis. Orissa Sponge 1 
Iron Led. Palaspanga pe pas 
[IPITATA, joda 129 NA 
UAIL, Kashpur B62 NA 
Vedanea Alusina oN 
Led. Langer | 707 
FA, jndal Seeel & a ma 
Power Lid. 
[Forat 70908 


Tribal HHs as 


affected 
150051%) 
552(93%) 
1507(79%) 
1421(44.7%) 
2324(42%) 
1657(70%) 
NA 
398(S051%) 
NA 


NA 
NA 
NA 


NA 


| of total Hts | 


Some Irrigation and Industrial Projects in Schedulod Areas of Odisha State 


Source 


Fernandes et a, 
1992 
Data, 1991 
Diwakar, 1982 
GOI, 1993 
on 


plementation of the restrictive provisions encourages 


Land through Displacement by Land Acquisition by 


setting up steel plants etcan COdicka has led to large increase in che extent of andessners 
eed Dagcr ‘ «and disempawermen 
have been the worst outcome of such development projects for the tribal people 


16, Loss of Tribal Land through Plantation: 

Hees oa by the tribals emerged at 4 major reason 
for land less, According to one estimate in last Five years, 54.835 hectares of plantations are 
Feported 10 have been carried out by Foresc Department in four wibal dominated districts 
#f Koraput, Rayagads, Malkangiri and Nabarangpur. 

Different types of processes of transfer of land from the tribals 10 the non-tribals at 
well a8 Government have been brielly illustrated in Table No.3 below: 


‘Table No.3 


“Typology of Processes that Have Restricted and 
Reduced Access of Tribes to Land in Teibal Areas 


ire | 


‘Lost et hind through owt of tind || Notification of | 
tw lind roe |iceygt me] || Neon 
Survey and] | 
| seniemenss | | 
Land sienation rough Landa | 
development induced H 
‘dapacement | 
1. Gand morsgging (Peemanenty | | |I. Eneronchments lige 
2 Sale of tind alter ‘edtwated tang | || for eogularzation but 
permasion caeqortes as) | | not roularizd 
3. leg Sale of ind foramen lnd ||) Foret Land where 
4. Eneroachments by on 2 Sking cota proper tettement hat 
vitals ‘and categorized not taken place 
5. Loss of and belora S&S a sete owned | | [Poor settlement | 
{ Ind | | colrights t 
2Unserveyed — || | Guringresenvation — | 
was 4 Shifting culation 
| | | eee wow 
ee J 1 | | tres j 
a (aicee 1 | 
Les of paita nd through | |Loss of Government | | Poor distrbution of 
Land Acquaion Act lund chrough plarauions | | Governmane. wastelands 
2, Less of Government fand |_| of Government | | rBencinane 
| 


culated by the deplaced 


Some empirical findings from Sampte Distri 


Accase stud és 

ae 'y of fwo sample communities, Koya (100 sample households) and Sancal 
(100 sample Pouseholds) ibe. in Maangici and Mayurbhanj districts respectively 
undertaken tn 2005-06 shows that Majority households ef these two communities in the 
above two districts appear to have become victims of land ahenation through fraudulent 


translers. forcible eviction, mor 
\ Mmoregages, leases and 1s by non-trit over the 
years 35 mentioned betow. encroachments by nor-iribils over th 


Mode of Dispossession and Loss of Land by Tribals 


In Malkanagiri district, out of ene total land alienation cases of 100 Koya (household) 
22 cases (22%) are reported co have taken place through sales deeds, 18 cases (18%) are 
through mortgages and 60 cases (60%) are through encroachments Similarly jn Mayurbhan} 
istrict, ofall land ablenation cases of 100 Santls {households}. 78 cases (78%) are reported 
Xo have taken place through sale deeds, 12 cases (12%) are through mortgages and 6 cases 
(8%) are thraugh encroachment. One case of land lease is reported to have been by mucual 
agreement and one case of land exchange is reporced ro have taken place amang Santals, 


Sale 

{In Malkangiri the total 22 Koya land owners have sold 63 Acres of their lands to 24 
persons (8 STs, 2 SCs and 14 OCs), Our of them ten of wie Koya land owners have sold 
theie land after obuaining due government permissions whereas 12 have sold without 
permission, Two of them have Sold their lind to four porsons under the duress of different 
social occasions. In Mayurbhanj district among the Santas, 78 ewners (76%) have sold 104.60 
‘Acres of their lands to 102 persons (70 STs and 32 OCs}. Among chem 26 cases are with 
prior government permission and the remaining 52 cases are without permission 


Mortgage 

In Matlanger, its reported that 18 Koya mortgagers (18%) have mortgaged their 50 
acres of land to 18 non-tribal persons for Rst3000/- In Mayurbhan), all che 12 Santal 
mortgagers have mortgaged their 750 Acres of low land to |2 STs for Rs.24,8001. 


Encroachment 

Ia Matkangiri, the land of all che 60 Koya households have been encroached by their 
neighbouring non-aital encroachers occupying 123.00 Acres of their land, Le, 66 Acres of 
upland and 57.00 Acres of low lands. In Mayurdhan) discrict 8 Santal sample households have 
lost 10.76 Acres of land to theic 8 neighbours (2 ST and 6 OCs) chrough enereachment. Of 
these, 450 Acres are uplands and 426 Acres are low lands and 2 (Go) Acres are 
homestead land, Due co their ignorance and poverty, the victim households, have not 
sought for remedial action to regain the possession‘ thie encroached land 


na 


[An in-depth anaiyis of the study farther reveals that in Malkangrt ot of coal 109 
Koya land alienation cases, SO% has taken place by forcible occupation by neighboring nan, 
\ribal fand owners. 20% chrough illegal eceupation by the share croppers. 15% due to family 
onsumptions and drinks, 5% case has taken place each for marriage ceremony, funeral ricua| 
and house construction and 10% is for Grancial hardships including repayment of old deby, 
Simitarly, in Mayurbhanj districe the study reveals chat ameng the total (00 Santal land alienation 
‘ases, 10% has occurred for purchase of draught animals, agricultural assets and implements, 
20% for household consumption and drinks 20% for medical expenses, 10% for meeting 
Ceremonial and ritual expenditures. 5% for chikiren’s’ education, 10% for redemption of olq 
Jeans, 5% agricultural cost for distantly located land. 3% for employment of children, 5% for 
‘exchange of land, 6% for auction of land hankers and 6% for encroachment by outsiders, 


Effects of Land Alienation and Displacement of Tribes 


‘The important consequence of land alienation is the displacement of eribes from hill 
and forest areas. Such displacement of uribes from cribal area either by non-tribals through 
Private fand wansaction or by forcible manipulation or by Government through land 
acquisition for various development projects as mentioned in previous section has resulced 
ln an adverse effect on culture and social existence of tribal communities, Firstly, 
displacement has led co destruction of their livelihood support system including forest and 
water sources. Secondly, it has worse climatic and environmental degradation effects due to" 
large scale air and water pollution by the faccorves and industries set up in the tribal areas. 
Thirdly, it has caused cultural genocide of eribes through massive influx of nan-tribe 
‘outsiders in to their domain. All these have ulimatey caused economic pauperization and 
political and social marginalization of the affected cribal communities at large in the State. 


fa ¢ 


CONCLUSION AND POLICY SUGGESTIONS: 
Conclusion: 

From the study it i concluded that there is 8 wide gap in existing legislations and 
their implementation at the grais root level. Land alienation is rampant in Odisha. As land 
aHienacion has, c2ken place in other parts of the State, the tribals of Koraput, Mallangil 
Gajapaci and Mayurbhan). the four sample districts ofthe present study, are also not spared. 
All the four sample districts of Gajppav, Koraput, Malkangiei sod Mayurbhanj district, the 
number of detection of land alienation cases have risen after 2002. But in comparison with 
the two disericts of Mayurbhanj and Koraput, the number of land alienation eases has risen 
significantly in the distries of Malgangiri and Gajapati and it has come down since 200405 
Panchayati Raj Institions (PRI) in the Scheduled Areas empowered by the PESA are yet (0 


n 


become watchful aboue Megat cransfery 
rate teibal to non-tribal and even co 
the state governmenc ing of land from tribal ta nan-tribal and 


transler of land in the Scheduled Areas, tribals are facing 
{for availing leans from banks/fianciat institutions co meet 


the experses 9f agriculture, housa Gung, medical trezument higher education of cldren 


degradation, culural “genocide and economic pauperurtion, pottical and social 
imarginalleation of che afecced tribal communities in the Sento 


Suggestions: 


|) An honest implementation of she “Tribes and Other Tradicional Forest Dwellers 
(Recognition of Forest Right) Act, 2006 and "PESA ACT.1996°, will contribute towards 
better conservation, livelihood security and secare rights of the «ribal and «raditional 
forest dwellers in India, which has been long overdve. 


2) There isa dire need to recasvamend Forest Rights Act as per the PESA provisions. 

3) Panchayat! Raj institutions are to be empowered to acc as watchdog agamst fraudulent 
‘ransfer and illegal encroachment of wil lind 

4) Agevold traditional rights of the tribals to land should be sectled and recognived by 
handing over of Record of Rights (ROR) to them. 

5) Rights may be granted to eribats of the Scace to sustamn their livalihood feom che forests 
afeer completing authenticated survey and settlement operations, 

$) Land reform measures and periodic imeasures including settlement and curvey 
‘operations should be undertaken in full spiric in ribal areas for updating land records 
iomediately. 

2) The cadastral survey map should be digitized and updated in order to look at the 
physical status of the land owners in the tribal areas. All the complaine cases relating 
10 tribal land alienation shoukd be computerized and reviewed monthly 

8) Special fase erack court should be escablished in the Scheduled Areas to deal with the 
cases of cribal land alienations for giving justice without delay 


a 


ccibats at all stages of lingations. The 


3} Competent legal ravided co the 
ee ena See aS disposal of case of 


iudiciary should be requested to adopt 2 came limit of ew years for 
tribal land alienation, 
ified separately for adoption s0 that, the 


10) Tribal custor weaditions may be cod! 
: Wirt de if pected and legally 


‘rights and titles of the successors in the ancerest of the eribals are res 
recognized. 
cribs leaders be made mandacory in 


(1) Paeticipacon of wadiional and modern 
of land alienation: 


formulation of land and forest poticies in minimizing the problem 

12) There should be strong political wit! at all levels of the poltical leadership to prevent 
tribal land alienation. 

(3) Executive orders, Government Acts/Rules to be 50 framed or revised as the revenue 
officials co initiate proceedings suo mata for restoration of Megally transferred «ritat 
land wn time bound manner and the accountability of «ts implementation should be 
fixed and the corrupt officials should be taken in to cask 

14) Bhoo-dan and Gram-dan land continuing under the occupation and enjoyment of 
donars be identiied and such land should be handed over to tribals along with the 
records of right (RORY. | 

15) The sal strength of Reverve, Tribal Welfare and concerned other departments should 
be increased for regular and cimely updating of records. 
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Left-wing Extremism in India and its Implications on Tribal 
Tourism: The Case of Western Odisha 


+ Anil Oo 


ABSTRACT 


‘Apart from desoloting ie hormenious rooocukurat fabric ond the serene coemsience of 
beterogeneous Peeple, exvemiim oo nepatrely offects 0 variety of over ospeas of mon Ue 
‘The present paper prowies a perspecie viewpein bared on am empncal dy cari ov by the 
author in sample Wester Distrcs of Odahe concerning the imphcauisns of Lefvwing extremism on 
the prospects of wibal tourim i the repion. Appreciing the sigoficance of toci-ecanonve 
development on ideological fonavcm, te poper Finds mention of the sacireconomic ond 
ddemegraphic landscapes of Were Odaho os wel ox 0 bef genes of the interventions made for 
the reion's growth and progress. Other hay eipecs higightd i the paper rir eo focuing on the 
tcl sues affecting tourism in Westeen Odsho and proposing recommendavons ta overcame the 
same, inde a brief overview of extemin the regen and @ succinct acount of mayer leurs 
Aesunations inthe study ares, A snapshat ofthe rouonae, objects, technigues used for the study 
Of web as an impression of the somple covered and the sompling vechngue used hove obo been 
‘inched in the poper under the ovspices of Cortex Seting ond Research Desig, AC the end of the 
Paper, the outhor bas put forth « progmavc postion onthe Taba! dnension of tounsm in Western 
dha by cing the benef thot ths section of people woud accrue on oxcount of an increase in 
the influx of oor ico the repo, 
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"hase Wanner Tata Sc! Lita Osha tein 


INTRODUCTION - SOCIO-ECONOMIC AND DEMOGRAPHIC APPRAISAL 


OF WESTERN ODISHA 
own for its infarnous genes 
lg sale, malnourishment, 


ments. The region also 
BK) Districes 


Western Odisha often termed as Koshals Odisha is better kn 
of fiscal impoverishment characterized by starvation deaths, ct 
abject poverty and a wide array of stsociated roc! prediéa 
tncomprsses within is expanse the undivided Kalhandi Bolangr-Koraput (0 
hah delight m dhe bonom rung of te secioacononnc prram af e Stes 9 
purtepr aren the Country. The upp occupation ox wane ajrny of See ROAR 
Western Oda is an extremely crude and fow-ickding version of nzrcalturs which is 
Terpar devoid of secmlogialy xrmced farming eqprcnes aed ecralguat, ANTONE 
industrialzation és neghgible but major Industrial Houses have exhibaed thet desire to set 
up their respeetive business concernt in the fucure predominantly based on the rich 
rrineral deposits of the region. 
femagraphy of Western Odisha 
ly, only 40 % of 
Malkangii 


While there is a popular misconcepuon concerning the o 
that itis dominated by the tribal population, ehe reality is that approximass 
the region's Inhabinants are native Tribes. Districts such as Koraput Rayagade, 
and Nawarangpur situated im Koshala Odisha are eypiied by Tribal numerical 
preponderance. Wile dias as a linguistic etic group is ehe ¥econd-eyett populous 
cemmuniey inthe region. other minorny groups include rhe Tolugus: MMarwarlt & 
Bengals. Apart feor the tocio-econome adversaries specified ia the walk paragraph 
vwbich the region and ics cwlzenry endure, there are a large number of other eribulations 
athe Tribal habitants of Wescern Osha suflor which includes landlesnets cdused bY 
lead ahenaton, sleohokam, ievoluneay duplacement aod improper rehabilitation and oss of 
arrest co foresee Although the general sate of welbeing ofthe region and is Arabian 
fat improved but the pace of transformation & awiuly slow as mott Governuant 
veneavors meane for the wear of the region fave ether compleely ined to meer Hee 
predecermined intents or were only partially successful 


REVIEW OF LITERATURE 

The lcerature review of pertinent pubtaions in the form of Rescarch Papers. Books, 
arried out by the author can be segregated under two heads euch af these 
“Odisha and those concerning couritm in the region. The succeeding 
ined using the methodology of describing a relevanc quate {rom 2 
by the analysis of che same in the language of the author 


Journals exe. 
relating eo extcemisen it 
paragraphs have been dev! 
publication review followed 


Extremism in Odisha 


‘The Naxalite movement i= 
‘overthrow the sate power 
peasams nor workers nar tribals, 


not a movement of landless peasants and tribals secking co 
it a project defined as such by those who are neither 
but whe claim to eepresenc their mterests (Simeon, 


% 


2010) [1] Initly designated as a sruggle 


the Country for for equrvalent share m the power structure of 


the tri 

Couney forthe tribals. Naxalsm has consrcted us obecuvas rom Trbal-welocing 0 
individual need-see of a handl of rebelious elements. The Advoss cannot represent 
themes iy nt be expresenced, woud seem. They ws be represented ether BY 
acne : ee by the revolutionaries... (and)... the voice of the revolutionary is 
almost aiwayt hat of a Brahmanupper cate Le. Ganapathy or Ketsiwara Rao or their 
incellctual spokespersons. So we have a Macistaligned iteligentsia vieariously playing Out 
their eevohitionary fancasies rough the Ives of Adon, while the people acwally dying in 
bale are almose all Adivows (Nigam, 2010) (2]. Since the time immemorial, most Tribal 
Communities have been exploited by the socio-economically afiluent Hindu outcastes 
through their iron-curtained approach towards assisting the forest dwellers i thos food 
(gett gereral and thee pursuit for a med vethood me poriewor, 


Whose mis and content is agrarian revolution, rejects the parliamentary path ef 
participacion in eleccions, and pursues the main objective... (of Moerating)... the rural areas 
firae and then having expanded the base areas — the contre of democratic power in Fural 
advance cowards countrywide victory chrough enciccling and capturing the cities 
2006) {3). The strategie combat of military and psycho-social warfare which is 
being fought by the Naxaite-Macist combmne envisages a reverie which is well-beyond thew 
presenteday operations which are restricted co the jungles of East. Contral and West India, 
Their Coxic vision of infkrating inco Urban Conglomerations can certainly be labeled as a 
systematic enterprise towards creating social unrest across the Country which will help 
shape the foundation for a potential civil war in India, The immediate economic and social 
problems of the masses took a back scat and the battle for supremacy with the State 
became the centrat instance of struggle ...This cequires a range of acts of viatence, which 
have no direct relation to the immedate reabration of any rights for che masscs, though 
the resulting repression invariably hits at the masses (Balgopal, 2006) (4), At luscraced in 
the preceding paragraph, the original intent of Naxaksm encompassing within its fold a fight 
for Tribal rights has been overrun by the more dominant contemporary purpose of battling 
and bringing the State ko the brink of defeat and relishing che power sieged through the 
trard-foughe gveerito war. 


Tourism in Odisha 
The visitors may overexplok natural resources and ic can have @ heavy impact on the 
environment. in addition, the rural tourism will require infrastructure, transportation and 
other facilities which can cavte environmental distortion (Haldar, 2007) {5} 
Miseranagement of natural resources owing to their eecklass abuse by tourists is a major 
factor of concern. Under such ciecumszances. creation of enabling circumstances for inflow 
of age sumbers of homeland and foreign tourists nto Western Odisha, a vast proportion 
cf which is covered by impregnable foresis within which a significant fraction of its 
Sightseeing Lecations are stuated without deviing and enacting, appropriate legisatwve 


n 


frameworks to overcome the associated environmental predicaments might be dsvasanng 
for the region's ecology. For tourism to excel as a revenue-generating inovsery, Orisa 
must re-design, renovate, and beautify our places of tourist and religicus MPOrAnc® 10 3 
‘reat extent {Satpathy, 2010) [6], Apart from che acute facuna of available monetary 
assisance for augmenting the mamtenance standards of major Tourism Destination Sees in 
Odisha, another area of concern being encountered by the Tourism Sector ofthe State i 
the lack of interest being exhibited by che Welfare Government in renovaung and 
Preserving the Religious Structures focated in the region which is widely regarded to 
possess a magnetic effet in attracting ¢ouriss from across the Country sed even abroad 


GENESIS OF DEVELOPMENT INTERVENTIONS IN WESTERN ODISHA 


While Wescern Oaisha was recognized to be amongst the mast economically Backward 


regions of the Country in the post-independence era. no appreciable efforts were made by 
the Wellare Governments (Center and State} to condense its socio-economic dilemmas 
tundt the 1980s, In face, it was only after regional, national and international reports 
highlighting large seale starvation deaths, child sale and malnutrition in the region rocked 
the Parlamene that a constructive endeavor in the form of a dedicated Action Plan for the 
economic transformation of che region was devised and realized, Two of the major 
lancmarks in the genesis of developmenc interventions in Western Odisha can De termed 
45 the Long Term Action Plan and the Biju KBK Pian 2 brie! of which have been mentioned 
in the subsequent paragraphs: - 


Long Term Action Plan (LTAPY Revised Long Term Action Plan (RLTAP) 
eis a special area development Project for the KBK Districts of Western Odtsha, The 
Long Term Action Pian (LTAP) Is the first major development endeavor envisaged and 
implemented by the Goversment of ladia (Gel) in 1993 for the holiseic growth and 
progress ef the region with the two-pronged objectwes of poverty-alleviation and 
infrastructure development. ln 1998, the LTAP was cransformed with the inclusion of 2 few 
neve features and was rephrased as Revised Long Term Action Plan (RLTAP) with its iniil 
duration being stipulated for 9 years. Although the Area Development Approach for 
Poverty Termination (ADAPT) programme Isunched by the Get in 1988 but its objectives 
were limited to poverty alleviation and its coverage was restricted to 08 Community 
Development (CD) Blocks of Kalahandi District and 7 C.D. Blocks of Koraput District. 


Biju KBK Plan 


Popularly known as Biju Katyan Yojra, Biv KBK Plan was launched by the Government of 
Odisha (GoO) to supplement the endeavors of the KBK Plan and the Mahatena Gandhi 
National Rural Emptoyment Guarantee Act (MNREGA) for augmenting the overall Quality 
of Life (QoL) in Western Odisha. Named after the former Chief Minister of Odisha, Mr 
Biju Pattnaik, the Plan aims at bolstering che ongoing pace of development in the region by 
creating opportunities for economic, socal and human wellbeing, accelerating poverty 


8 


atleviation and achieving the Millenaium Development Goals (MDGs) through 2 range of 


inearventions in the spheres of Rural inieas 
ructure, Livelihood, Employment Generation, 
‘Women Empowerment, Education, Health etc eu 


As indicated inthe preceding paragraphs, a large number of development interventions 
adopting innovative strategies and mechanisms have been implemented in Western Odisha 
with special eeference to the KBK Districts but hardly have any of them managed to 
appreciably diminish the socio-economic predicaments of the region and its inhabtancs 
Apart from the prevailing poiitical contention and civil disorder in che region, the angoing 


(eft-wing separarisey can be attributed as one of the major factors for the prevailing pace of 
sluggish progress and growth in Western Oditha. 


SEPARATISM IN WESTERN ODISHA — A NARRATIVE ACCOUNT OF THE 
RED CORRIDOR Ne ica 


Exhibit | Vitab Information concerning Separatism and issues of aflied 


concern ia Odisha 


2, One of the worst Naxalie-aflected Districts is Koraput which in 2006 regutered a 
Heeracy rate of 36,20°% and a poverty ratio of 7865 % [7] 


3, Another major Naxalite-affected District is Rayagada which recorded a Below Poverty 
Line population of 72.03 % as of 2006 [7] 


4, With 22 Civilian and (7 Security Personnel casualties, Odisha was the third-most 
affected Stace with respect co Left-wing Extremism in India (8] 


5. Ax of December 1, 2011, the numbor of Maxalite-rolated deaths in Oditha for the 
year was recorded ro be 75 out of which 36 were Civilians, 16 were Security Personnel 


14 Districts out of 30 in the Stace are suffering from Lefewing Exteemism [1] 
rere Navals (9) ' 


14 out of the 30 Districts of Odisha: all falling an che western rogion of the State are 
Aottering under left-wing separatism [10]. The separatist alfected Districts of che Stace 
include Koraput, Matkangiri, Nawarangpur. Rayageda. Gajapat, Ganjam, Sundergarh, 
Mayurbhan), Keonjhar, Sambalpur, Jharsuguda and Deogarh, While the Coastal Districts of 
the Saare have been largely (rec from Macet activities. the Communist Party of India 
(Maoist) cadees have been putting indefatigable efiorrs towards enlarging their scope of 
error to Dhenkanal and Jaipur. 


Red Corridor Districts of Odisha [1 


Nawarangpor Jaipur 
Ganja Mayurbinan} Deogarh 

Rec Sundergrh Kandhamal 

capa Sanbopor Obert | 
Rayagada Keonar Nayagarh 


Contrary co the popular perception, that Naxalism and Maoism as separatist movements 
are new co Ocisha, itis worth mensioning that such violent entiies have been in existence 
in the State since (951 with evident signe af their implication on the law and order scenario 
being felt in the undivided District of Koraput ia 1962 when 2 massive Food Liberation 
movement was Lunched in the Gunupur Block [12]. However. it was only in the early 
19905 that these movements gathered momentum and for the first time spread over to 
Diseriets other than Koraput in the State primarily owing co the after effects of 2 legislacve 
‘ban that was impoted upon them by the Governmenc of Andhra Pradesh [13]. With the 
Naxalive-Maoist insurgency stepping fs evil tentacles (0 the Coastal Districts of Jaipur and 
Keonjhar, the popular belel that this region of Odisha is impervious (0 left-wing separatism 
‘stems to have faded away and the need for a revamped strategy for overcoming this toxic 
challenge needs co be devised and pur inca pracace on a conscientious basis. 

Figure} Naxalite-Maoist Insurgency related deaths in India (2002-2011) 


(449, CIS], [16], £179, £18], (49). (20), 21 
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2002 2003 2004 7005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


Civilians -mSecusty Forces Ingurgents. —Total 
Note: Data for 2011 és till December 18 2011 


Fram a National viewpoint. the Naxalice-Maoist insurgency spanning across the Red 
Corridor whose expanse has been widening and becoming ever-more lethal especially 
across che dense foreste of Central. Western and Eastern India, poses a certain threat to 
the civil order. As indicated from Figure |, the proportion of civilian deaths: insurgents, has 
become increasingly skewed between 2002 and 2011 in favor of the later Which rationalizes 
the generally held belief chat the noxiousness of the separatist elements. is getting 
compounded with the passage of time and that their audacious acts of crimes of varying 
degrees is being buttressed by external elements sharing similar ideology, 


TOURISM IN Weste, 
TOSTINATIONS ‘AN ODISHA — BRIEF OVERVIEW OF MAJOR 


Exhibit 3 
iB 


An Overview of Tourism in Odisha [22] 


‘Tourlse visits to the State ware ri 
Lee ee ier ‘ecorded to be 64, OF, 411 in 2008, 69, 37, 194 in 1008 


Inflow of foreign tourists into the Stare in 2008 stood at 43, 966, in 2009 stood at 45, 
684 and in 2010 stood at 50, 432 


Heel vias foiang Oda forthe years 2008, 2009 and 2010 were recorded to 
36 64, 58, 445, 68, 91, 510 and 75, 91, 615 respectively 
4, Odisha’s share in national courist arrival is 0.90 % 


5, The maximum number of Foreign Tourists belonging to a particular Nation visiting 
Odisha were from U.K, wich 6.810 of ies citizens visiting the State in 2010 


Western Odisha Is home to some of the densest, the most gorgeous and unscathed forests 
of the Country, However, the spectacular and picturesque nacwal exquisiteness of the region 
in the form of breath-taking waterfalls and archeological monuments have seldom managed 
{o attract a scale of tourist in numerical terms commensurating with the character of their 
twue potential, While the critical issues affecting the prospects of tourism in Western 
Odisha have been highlighted in the subsequent secuons of the Paper, the succeeding 
paragraphs have been used co reflect some of the major tourist destinations of the region, 


Exhibie4 Destination Image of Western Odisha ~ Perception of Potential 
Tourists [23] 


festern Odisha in” general and the wurst i Of the region mn particular are 
perceived by potential tourists to be gorgeous but ac the same time perilous to visit. 
Potential Tourists who have not visited the region from boch within the Stave as well as the 
Counery and abroad assume the entire expanse to be situated within dense forests 
inhabited by Jungle Tribes who neither welcome outside visitors nor view them Irom a 
standpoint of companionship. The supplementary factor which plays a disparaging role in 
further negating the probable courist base of the region is the successive reports 
highlighting incidences of Macise and Nuxalite-related violence published in regional, 
rational and international media, To be precise, Western Odisha and its Tourist 
destinations are perceived to be attractive with regard to their exterior manifestation but 
are considered co be sitated in a region characcerited by a highly volatile socio-economic 
and security scenario, 


The major Religious tourism desunations of the region include Harishankar, Jogisarada, 
Pacnagarh, Nrusinghanath, Charisambh, Belkhandi, Kusurla, Sapagaranda, Patalagungs, 


at 
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Cipla, Huma, Bika, Chandapar, Konami, Ghagara, Vedewyae te Suir. the 
rime Scenic spots in the region include Turkela, Devdarha, Papange, Guspahar, 
Kaige, Seahes bin teen: “Toamul-Rampur, PaO Sindurei, 
Gudguda, Hirakud, Chhatri, Darjeeng, Deodzraha, Mandira, Ushakothi ¢t 
joned list provides an account of the religious and scenic spots of Western 
Odisha, by no stretch of imagination, the same can be termed as an exhaustive one as 2 
barge number of other smaller tourist spots have been omitted on grounds of their 
relatively insignificant tourise base or potential for attracting tourists. 


cc. While the 


Figure2 Tourist Visite to Odisha [16] 
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While tourise inflow into Odisha from both within the Country ax well as abroad hat 
increased, the pace of growth of foreign tourists has been significantly slow as compared to 
their domestic counterparts. The most constructive phase of growth in the State's tourism 
Industry in terms of rourise inflow has been in between 2004 to 2008 when the overall 
inflow of tourists encompassing both homeland as well as,foreign tourssts grew by almost 
50 %, However, the four-year phase was followed by a quiet period spanning over couple 
ff years whan both the domestic as well at foreign tourist inflow into the State reduced 
significantly before the tector experienced a steep surge in tourist inflow in the year 2010, 


CONTEXT SETTING AND RESEARCH DESIGN 

Tourism is regarded as a lucrative sector in India. Wich a diverse variety of destinations in 
offering which range from religious monuments, historical! archeological structures, wild 
We sancwaries to scenic spots embroiled in the beauty of nature, the potential of this 
sector in Odisha (o attract large numbers of tourists from both within the State, Country 
as well as from around the World is immense but has been grossly underutilized. While 


Government schemes for upgrading the exing courim infrastructure has been largely 
concentrated m 20d around the Coase Districts of che State, the poten! of courist 
destinations in Western Odicha as incicated earlier has been largely under estimated 
resulting nH Utter neglect by the development endeavors of the Welfare Governments 
(Sate and Center). 


Objectives 
The present study has been undertaken with the premise thac Western Oditha, possesses 
vast tourism potential mose of which is untapped and alms at both unraveling che key issues 


affecting the tourism Indusury in the region as weil as propose recommendations to overcome 

the identified predicamwents. The major objectives of the study include the following: - 

1, To provide an overview of the socio-economic and demographic composition of 
Western Odisha 

2. To idemtify and reflect che genesis of development interventions in the region 

3. To provide a brief account of the phenomenon of separatism in Western Odisha 

4. To provide a generatise perspective of tourism in Western Odisha and major Tourist 

Oestinations ia the region 

To provide a brief overview of the research methodology including the major 

techniques employed for obtaining the requisite information and undertaking che 

present study 

6 To identify che critical issues affecting tourism in Western Odisha and propose 

1res for mitigating them 


mi 


Methodology 
‘A participatory approach was adopted by the Researcher ¢o both interact with the sample 
population in the study arca as well 25 to exhibit a sense of deep involvement in the 
predicaments and issues being councered by the inhabitants of the region so that accurate 
land genuine information can be obtained which can assist n attaining che objectives of the 
study io general and help identity the key sssues affecting the tourism sector in Western 
Odisha m particular. The following techniques were adopted by the Researcher for 
undertaking the present scudy: « 

1. Observation Technique 

2. Focused Group Discussion (FGD) Technique 

3. Interview Techmque 

4. Participatory Rural Appraisal (PRA} Technique 

5. Case Study Technique 


Jor the seudy without any BIAS, simply 
i relating co the stody red and the 


ding ble: 


Far the purpose of selecting the sample subjects 
random sampling cechnique was employed. Dect 
sample population have been hightighted in che succes 
Table | Geographical Coverage and the sample 
[Disevice Sample Blocks (Study Area) 
[Koraput Narayanpatns | 
| Korapue j ye 
Muniguda 
Kalyansinghpur # 
koksara 


uamulram | 
he nr \ 86 | 


| sample Population | 
! 2» i 


Source: Research Design 


“The total duration of time taken for the purpose of undertaking the study was 14 Weeks 
cut of which | week was devoted towards review of Bterawure. 2 weeks each for fnaliing 
the chapter plan and cechniques for daca collection, 3 weeks for colleccion, analysis and 
interpeetation of data and 2 weeks for formulation of the Research Paper 


MAJOR FINDINGS OF THE STUDY - CRITICAL ISSUES AFFECTING 
‘TOURISM IN WESTERN ODISHA 


The presenc scudy apart from obuaining the requisite mformation from the sample 
respondents has extensively referred to previous publications pertinent to the subject: 
matter. The major findings of the study reflected in the succeeding paragraphs have in face 
been pooled by the Researcher by collating the responses generated from the sample 
respondents, the vical information obtained during the review of literature and the cutcomes 
cof the long-ranging interactions carried out during the course of the study with eminent 
subject-matter specialists in the spheres of Tourism, Tribal Development, Marketing ete 


1. Lack of proper infrastructure and communication facilities: Connectivty via 
all-weather oads to all Villages located in Western Odisha appears to be a wtoplan 
dream even in the 21” Century. Lack of adequate infrastructure primarily in the form of 
roads connecting tourism destinations to urban conglomerations is not ony repeling 
the wave of mostly domestic tourists but i also causing problems an installing 
cornmunication amenities in the form of telephony towers for faciiating cellular phone 
Usage in the rogion The candition of most at the existing roads ro courist descmations 
is appallingly poor which makes traveling through them a bumpy experience 


2, Lack of raquisite pubtic transportation: As puble transport in the form of 
rains are extremely inadequare t most Railway Stations located within close 


a 


proximity {© tourist descinations situated in Western Oisha. che only alternative 
means fer conveyance t© such locations is bus. As indicated above, extremist acowities 
coupled up with the awful roas conditions inthe cegion és deterring both public 35 well 
a private transporters from operating in such perilous cautes 


3. Ongoing Extremist! Internal Separatist Movernents: The ensuing armed 
insurgency and extremist movenents in the form of Maossm and Naxalsm in Western 
COdiaha has established security concerns amongst mae patenia tourists who ave TOO 
frightened to visie the region. Infact. this can be regarded 36 the raat cause for the 
ongoing phenomenon of slow-paced development wn the region 25 most welfare 
Interventions are either net being carried out or are bemg carried out at a minimal 
scale out of the fear of separatists in che region. 


4, Lack of promotion of tourist destinations: Tourssc Destimavons in Western 
‘Odisha have suffered lack of promotion both in the National a¢ well as International 
arena primarily owing to the step-brotherly attinude that has been extibiced by the 
Government for their endorsement. Infact a large number of sample respondents whe 
happened co be tourists visting destinations in Western Odisha were not aware of the 
existence of a substantial proportion of Tourist Spots in the region. 


5. Lack of offerings of comprehensive and affordable courist packages by tour 
‘operators: There are virwaly no package offerings bemg made by any tour operator 
amalgamating key tourist destinations to aspiring courists in Western Qdisha, Coupled 
Up with the poor documentation of tourist destinations and the consequent scanty 
Information available concerning them in the region makes # even tougher co Hearn 
about major tourist spots in the region, Oxher associated issues such as lack of public 
transport and affordable hotels! lodges in the region make even more expensive for 
an aspiring tourist (0 visit locations of interest in Western Odisha. Similarly, an 
abysmally low rate of courists visiting Western Ocisha and the associated poor Financial 
implications for the industry has besa cited as the mayor reasons for not offering tourist 
packages by tour operators, 


‘The findings of the study highlighted in the preceding paragraphs apart from exivbiting the 
seale of neglect that the toursm apparatus of Western Odisha has sullered primarily on 
account of the discriminative pobicies and schemes intended towards the disproportionate 
promotion of rourism and 2 hase of other development endeavors ja Coastal Odisha by 
the wellare governments also rationaizes the need for greater emphasis (0 be laid by both 
the State af well a5 the Centre t0 promote tourtsm in the region which apart from 
Popularizing the prominent sightsecing destinations will aiso assist in the generation of 
lelinoed opportunities through dewnstream employment. In view ef the key and critical 
findings of the study and on premise thar bolstering of the tourist sewup of Western 
‘Ouisha cannot take place in isolation to overall wellare interventions in the region, the 
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Fecommendations for overceming the aforementioned challenges have been proposed by 
‘the Researcher-author in the succeeding section of the Paper: 


RECOMMENDATIONS 


One af the major observations made by the author during the course of the present study 
Ws that che venerable argument that separatism i= nourished by impoverishment aed food 
insecurity stands fallacious in certain instances: especially the anes where Cxce ews ip 
found to burgeon m some of the most lavishing and opvient toursst destinations in the 
region, All possible eforts were made to use the key findings of che study a the porn of 
elerence while concepaaliting the proposed recommendations to overcome the 
Predicaments being encountered by dhe tourism industry in Western Odisha especially on 
account of the ongoing extremist insurgency in the region. The suggested interventions for 
addressing the identified critical issues of the tourism industry in the study area can be 
‘outined under the folowing points; - 


1. Considering che fact that development of the prevaiing infrastructure and connectivity 
to Western Odisha is a pre-requisite to bolstering che region's tourism industry. efforts 
should be made by the Government to identify the vital roads passing through or 
leading to important Tourism Sices which are in immediate need for overhaul so that 
requisite renovation work on the same can be carried out on 3 conscientious basis 
Essential infrastructure such as Guest Houses, Public Toilets, Party Halls, Parks and 
Gardens tc, should also be created wn lucrative destinations in a phased manner for 
«creating an ambience suitable for attracting courists to the region 


2. Corporate Houses can be involved jn the proposed process of tourism restoration in 
Wescern Odisha which wil not only inuil a sense of belongingness amongst employees 
Of such Organizations towards che tourist and heritage sites but will also lower the 
expenditure that will be incurred by the Government in pursuance of its endeavor ter 
{ourism revitalization in the region 


3. With better road connectivity, public transport in the region encompassing within itt 
fold bus services as well as train network should also be developed. Proposals should 
be made on the basis of meticutous analysis of avaitable statistical data concarning 
‘tourists visiting Western Odisha for trains to operate becween Stations located in the 
region and other major junctions across the Country. Similarly, services of premium 
buses for the comfort and benefit of lucury tounsts should be introduced along with 
additional affordable buses aleed at catering to the needs of the budget class 


4. Before the commencement of any mzjor renovation activity within the broader 
mandate of the Integrated Tourism Development Agonda, all forms of separatisin oF 
armed insurgency in Western Odisha should be brought to a dead end, This will not 
only ensure security for the tourists attracting whom is the primary intent of the 


ever evelopment interventions in and around che Tourism Destinations of the 
region but will also assure a protected milieu of operauons for the contractors and 


bbborers who will be assigned the daunting task of refurbishing che infrastructure and 
connectivity ofthe region 


5. Efforts should be made by the Goverament to constitute 2 dedicated forum comprising 
of promment citizens of Western Odicha, advernsing agencies. regional legislators etc 
for devising innovative means and measures for promating Tourist Destinations 
situated in the region. Special monecary provisions should be kept in place co cater 10 
the financial needs of the destination pramotion endeavors of the forum by the 
Government so that a sense of financial independence it provided co it and the 
predicament of paucity of funds is not encountered by the entity 


4 Once enabling circumstances in the form of better road connectivicy, security and 
superior promotion of Tourism Destinations is created in the region, Tour Operators 
‘wall defiicely pitch in to financially benefit out of the burgeoning inflow of national and 
foreign tourists by offering a range of service packages 


‘The suggestions proposed in the preceding paragraphs have been devised by the author 
both on the basis of the observations made during the course of the empirical exercise a4 
well as the responses of the sample respondents to the questions put forth during the 
course of the empirical study. It is germane to mention here chat the outcomes and 
learnings made from the grueling review of tkerature as well as the inceractions carried out 
with renowned personalices in the spheres ef Tourism, Tribal Welfare etc. has 
supplemented both the fina} set of recommendations drafted by the author 3s wall as the 
profundicy with which each of the identified crcl issue has been addressed. Ics sincerely 
hoped that consideration for implementation of the aforementioned suggestions can 
definicely assist the Government in its evocative endeavor towards strengthening, the 
tourism base in Western Odisha. 


CONCLUDING REMARKS - TOURISM IN WESTERN ODISHA ANO THE 
TRIBAL DIMENSION 


As indicated earlier, Tribals account for 2 whopping 40 % (approximately) of the total 
population of Western Odisha most of whom are economically marginalzed and inhabit 
the inaccessible and isolated mountainous pockets of the ccgion which are also home to 
some of the most exquitite tourism destinations. The Odishan Tribes apart from 
possessing a unique intangible culture which varies {rom Community to Community are 
alto regarded to be highly opulent with regard to their indigenous material culture 
encompassing their incredible dress patterns and their traditional forms of arts and crafts, 
Constructive endeavors towards boosting toursm in Western Odisha will not only 
develop the much-needed infrastruccure in the Tribalinhabited regicas but the ensuing 
massive influx of tourists will alzo assist in augmenting this demand for tribal arts and crafts 
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which in taro will generate livetinaod opporaemies for this vulnerable section of 
Population. Ic is pertinent co mencion here that inspite of the sincere encerprise of the 
Government to provide alternative livelinead prospects for the Tribal people, the overat, 
scenario relating to the econornic destitution of the Community remains largely unaltered 
and one of the mayor reasons chat can be attributed to the lack of success of Government 
schemes for Tribal twalhood empowerment is the lack of marketability of the indigenous 
arts and crafts and the disparaging role of the middle men who often siphon away 
substantial proportion of che profic margm meant for the Tribes. Ie is strongly believed thay 
with the boosting of tourism prospects in the region, demand for Tribal manufactured 
material culcurat tems is sec to soar which will defintely act as a catalyzer in improving the 
Prevaiing economic scenario of the Community. 
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Introduction: 


Qur state Ouishs is endowed wich vase forests extending over 37.34% of is 
geographical area with rich floral and faunal diversity, Diversity of forest ecosystum 
‘comprises natural teak. Sal and bamboo forests in the hinterland and lush green mangroves 
‘on coast. Thus the State oeeupies a prominent place in the nacional biodiversity map. The 
forests of the State can broadly be classified under three main types namely the Northern 
“Feapieal Semievergreen Forests, the Northern Tropical Moist deciduous Forests and the 
Northern Tropical Ory Deciduous Forests. In addin, we find some subsidiary and serial 
types due co edaphic, biotic and local clematic factors, but in limited occurrences. 
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‘The state is reckoned to be backward due t2 poor ecenormc growth and low 
uman development indices. 47% of ts population reportedly struggle below the poverty 
Tne. Nearly 85% BPL (ames belong to erbat community. which constitutes approximately 
Heol the tora population of the State, Majority of wba fares live in and around forests 
wih which they have strong symbiotic and cultural finkages. Overall, 40% of the s18te = 
population depends on forests for their livethood. Studs have revealed dnt forest 
Fesource contributes 25% to S7% co the hovieheid income of people ving in and around 
forese, This fict underscores the wal role forests play im the economy of rural 
ommucives in general and tribal in particule. Yet the poverty ratio of forest rich eseriets 
js 70% a5 compared to the State's average of S2%, 


“The State is also richly endowed with mineral resources like coal, iron ores, baurite 
that hold dhe potential of transforming it into an industrial hub and elevating standard of 
Ining of its people. Irenicaly, the mineral cesources are found under the good forested 
tands, Proper use of mnerab resources for development of the people of the state 
necessitates an environmentally sound approach that secures the ecological oatance. Over 
the years the forests have suffered severe depletion and degradation due to growing 
demand for fuel wood, small umber, fodder. unhealthy shifting cuttiation practices, 
uncocurolled grazing, and encroachments. The loss of tidal forests ws a maticr of yrave 
concerns owing co Its protective function in ecological stability of coastal regions, About 
450% of the forest area of the State is estimated 10 be in various stages of degradanan 
Fortunately, a large rurniher of communities are zealously protecang adjoining forests 
which harbours a promise for rejuvenation and conservacion of forests 


Forest Acts and Policies in Odisha: Issues & Problems 

COdisha became a separate province in pre-ndependent political map of India on |" 
‘Apri, 1936 carved out of the then Bengal Presidency, Central Province, and Madras 
Presidency. By then, the Scientike Maragoment of Forest had alraady started since! BB3-84 
in rome parts of the Province under Indian Foresc Act 1882 and during 1885-86 in some 
‘ther parcs under Madras Forest Act. (882. The present shape of the Stare took place with 
the merger of feudacory staes in dhe year 1948, and wth ex-states of Mayurbhanj Following 
in the year 1949, Management of most the forests of ex-Princely States vested in the 
Government at the time of mecger and the process was completed in 1957 with the coming, 
of the rest of ex-amundary forests All the forests of the Srate were brought undor the 
purview of the indian Forest Act 1927 wah suitable amendments to accammadate certain 
pecullarties prevailing in the ex Princely States. Alter the merger, foreut areas of the State 
aggregated co 2535821 sq, miles constiutng 42% of ts geographical area, The Forest 
Enquiry Committee, 1959 in ts ceport, however, has noted chat most of the unreserved 
the Khesra Forests, un-demarcated protected forests. unreserved tands, open forests of 
the State including these of ex-faindart areas are barren lands and Wills without vegetation 
and actual forests is only about 25% of the geographical area. 

a” 


In the matters of management of the forest resources the State has been (allowing | 


the National Forest Policy with some State specific mitatives. The Odisha Forese Act, 1972 
replaced the Indian Fores Act. (927 to bring about uniformity in the legal provisions 
throughout the State. The concept of social forestry was introduced in the early 80s to 
enable vilage communities to meet their requirement of fuel wood, fodder, and small umber 
(om self-created and managed wood lots and thereby ceduce pressure on natural forests, 
The Odisha Village Forest Rutes 1985 accorded a formal recognition to the community's 
role in ratural resource managemens. The community initatives fer protection of natura! 
forests by then had also grown to cogniable proportion that ushered in the resolution for 
Joint Forest Management of 1990. ahead of che national initiative 1990. Subsequently, JFM 
resolution has been revised from time co time to ensure elective Community participation 
‘with greater auronomy. Several facdkating provisions have been put in place for promoting 
agro forestry. A liberalized NTFP {Non-Timber Forest Produce) policy has been 
‘enunciated in the year 2000 enabling unhindered collection and marketing of NTFPs by the 
People. Such path breaking policy inkatves are gradually empewering the local communities 
for managing the natural resources. Therefore, in Odisha number of acts and policies were 
itnpiemented to have proper management in Forest sector and conservation 


The Odisha forest Act, 1972, i an acc 09 consolidate and amend the laws relating to 
the protection and management of forests in the Stace. The Odisha Communal Forest and 
Privace Lands (Prahibition of Alienation) Act, 1948 is an act co prohibit the alienation of 
‘communal, forest and private lands in the Seate of Odisha. The Odisha forest {amendmenc) 
‘Act, 1982 received the assent of the prasident on the 2ist march 1983 and was first 
published in an extraordinary isue of the Odea Stace Gazetce, dated the 18th April 1983, 
This is an act to amend the Odisha Forest Act, 1972. the preamie of che Cicitha Forest 
Contract Rules. 1966 is expedient 10 frame a comprehensive set of rules for the guidanco 
of Forest Officer and forest contractors in making contracts for che sile and purchase of 
forest produice, for the simplification of the forms of foresc contracts and for the protection of 
the rights of private persons in government forests, the following rules are made by the 
Government of Odisha in supersession of al previous orders and rules on the subject. 


Forest & Social Protestsin Odisha; Industry, Mining, Land Acquisition, 
Displacement and Rehabilitation: 


fodustriakzacion including mining activities has received wide acceptance as 9 major 
serategy for development all over the world. In the postindependence period: india 
‘embarked on a course of induscrialization under the aegis of the public sector, which 
assumed "commanding heights". The private sector also did not lag far behind under 
system called “mixed economy 

Odisha is predaminantiy an agricultural State whore nearly seventy pee cent of the 
working population depends on agricukure. The state has nearly forty per cent of 
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Scheduled Castes (SC) and Scheduled Tribes (ST} population, which togecher make 978 
ater par from the peopl belonging co dhe OcherEacward Cases (OBC). The Se 
sich in ‘Ss0urC8s. Khas 5.428 milion tons of ron ore deposit which is one-third 
af the toxal iron-ore deposits of the counery. One-fourth of the coal deposit of the country 
isin the State, m addivon co 98 ¢o 99 and 63 percent of chromies and bauxite deposits 
respectively, Besides, the avaiable infrastructure mcludes water in plenty. power at a cheap 
rate, 480 kms of coastline with one large 
fone large port at Paradip and ewo pra eres at 

hamnra and Gopaipur . renee 

{mn order to bring about economic development, the Government of lace has 
launched a massive programme of industriazauon, Against this background, the resistance 
movements ofthe local people agninse certain mduscrial units need to be probed deeply for 
the furure of industriaization of the State. Veicing protescs against industnalization by the 
people afected by itis not new in the Stace but the ongoing movements ace diferent In 
that they have worked out a7 unprecedented unicy among the tribal and backward masses 
against che industrial establishments as wall as againsc che Stato Govornmens. making a the 
major politcal parties watchful of the sitation to derive political mileage. 


(. The Kalinga Nagar Industrial Complex 


The Government of Odisha mooted the idea of developing a major industrial 
complex in he early mmeties of the 20ch century mv che mineralerich region of Jaipur 
covering areas like Oang2dl, Duburi and Sukinds The proposed complex has the capacity 
of producing 15 million tons of sceef annually. The complex includes about 13 mineral- 
based Industries such as iron and steel, stamess steel, sponge iron and ferrochrome ete. 
Iron oF@ and chromites are the raw materials for these industries, which are available in 
plenty in the region. The State Government has already signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding with nearly ten units spread over aq area of 13,000 hectares, The major 
corporate houses such as the Tata, Visa, jindal. Mesco and some others have already 
started heir projects and a few of chem are nearing completion, In pursuance of the MOU, 
the Stace Government would grant mining lease co che concerned industrial units and 
provide them with land for setting up thew industries 

Further, the State Government has decided to acquire land from che local residents 
as well as to laok into al matters re'ating to displacement. rehabilitation, and resettlement. 
However, all the efforts for industriaization are met with violent protest movements with 
increasing frequency. The tribat people imhabiting the region have repeatedly exprossed 
their dissatisfaction over the payment of compensation, which ukimataly resuited in toss of 
fife of 13 persons on january 2, 2006 ln the encounter that ensued between the pelice and 
the displaced people one Police Havildar was killed and four policemen were seriously 
injured while the cornpound wall of the 15,500 crore steel plant of the Tatas was under 


construction. The tribal people of Kalinga Nagar have launched an indefinite economic 
blockade on the National Highway 200 at Madhuban Chhak. They are noc prepared to 
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work out any compromise with he Sate Government. $0 fr af flo f the 
Government ro appease the tribes have faded, and the present stuaion'* CARERS Dy 
2 deep emotional overtone. The place where che 13 victims of police fin 

hat been named a5 Birbhum 


2. Vedanta Alumina Limited at Lanjigarh 

‘The Niyamgicy Hill of Kalahandi district has a bauste de 
istrict of Kalshand is one of the least induszraly devcloped parts of the counery. In view 
of ts special characteristics of backwardness. a special project of the Central Government 
‘led KK (Kalanandi, Galangir. and Koraput) covering three former backward distress of 
‘Odisha ts under implementation, Recently, the Yedanca Alumina Limiced has started its 
work for setting up a plane a¢ Lanjgarh and mining of bavrice from the Niyamgiri Hill 
complex. While eHors are being made to change 2 predorninancy rural economy and filly 
area into a major industrial complex, the people have boon strongly resisting the work of 
Secting up of the plant and mining of bauxite. A mass movement is going on since 2004, On 
‘April 7.2004 the Niyamgirs Suraksha Samiti, an organization of tribal people of the arca was 
formed to protect the forest. land and water of the area, giving the slogan, ‘Yedont Hotao’ 
{Remove Vedane).The people's cause has been taken up by another organization known as 
the Green Kalahandk, The Niyamgie; has a number of perennal hill streams, wtwch are 
‘useful for sgricukure and for the purpose af drinking water of the tribal poaple living in the 
foothils, It is also the source of the river Bansadhara that flows through Andhra Pradesh. 
The hill & a place of worship of the people belonging to the Dongavia Khond iribe, The 
Proposed alumina project by the Vedanca group in Lanjigarh has provoked 2 pobtial 
controversy between the ruling Byy Janata Dal (8]0) and che opposition Congress. While 
the supporters of che BJO claim that che project wall not only bring development In the 
area but also will generate employment, the opposition points out che possible adverse 
Impact on Niyamgin’s bia-diversity, 


posit of 1950 lakh cons, The 


3. POSCO-India Steel Plant at Paradip 

‘The people of Jagatsinghpur district in coastal Odisha have been actively engaged in 
a protest movement since june 200S against POSCO (Pohong Steel Compay)-3 South 
Korean company plancing to set up its 51000-crore steal plant. The company has also 2 
plan 10 open a new private port ofits own under the facilites of special economic zone 
The Posce Pratiradh Sangram Samiti. an organization of the local people, has heen 
spearheading the movement. The people kung in 22 vilaes of three gram panchayats of 
Ersama block situated in the Ersamma Assembly constituency were likely to he displaced 
ater the work staru. The Memorandum of Understanding with the South Korean major 
was signed on June 22, 2005 bythe Stare Government under the MOU. Ie proposed that 
the company would be given mining lease of 600 millon tons of ran ore. A separave MOU 
has t0 be signed, to the extent of permitting the company to export iron ore. Further the 
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suate Governenent would acquire 42: 
ire 435 
iapicement of 2.000 to 25,000 of peopia 


damit ‘Umes there have been violent clashes between the 
aera een, CrePored plant andthe people cling for intervention of the pole In 
dane such incident which took place on Apri 1, 2006. a lark vilig, 4 persons were 
injured and nine activists were rounded off by the police. The people had put up barricades 
at the encry points fo these villyges which are guarded by women and children to prevent 
‘entry of Government and POSCO officials. Now- -2-days. this project has been a greater 
challenge (or Government to estabish its objectives. 


4, Steel project of the TISCO 


The mining of bauxite in Odicha has given rise to virulent mass movements in the 
pat In che eighties of the past century, a strong movement of the local people completely 
stalled the mining acuvities of the Bharac Aluminum Company (BALCO). a Gavernment of 
India undertaking with foreign cechrwcal collaboration, The BALCO initiated officially its 
mining work on May 2. 1983 that was scheduled to be completed by April, 1985.The 
Project came co a grinding halt due to mass aghations of che local people, mostly erbats. 
despite the fact chat the BALCO clarmed to have invested 30 crores of rupees on the 
project. The people have raised a number of significant questions relating to thelr 
development, Starting with purely retgiout demands, their movement came to embrace 
larger issues such as environmental protection, ecological balance and eradication of 
poverty in a perpetually drought-prone area. Incidenaaly. che BALCO has been sold to the 
Sterile/Vedanta. The proposed steel project of the TISCO at Gopalpur, which invelved 
acquisition of 3500 acres of land, and displacement of over 2000 people in the late Nine! 
net the same fate. Ie appears history is being repeated, 


In exploring the literature on these emerging issues we found several books and 
magazines. One of the books is Tribal of Odisha: The Changing Sooo Economic Profile (Ed) by 
B.C, Ray, Gyan Books, 2009 states that Odisha is the home of 62 scheduled cribes but 
comparatively very little retearch has been done on che socio-economic life of the cribals. 
His atvempt is related co combine the studies and analyses by historians, anthropologists, 
psychologists, economists and lterary cities on the changing Society of the tribals. From 
the historical perspective. the author moves from Mutual interactions of non-trbal and 
tribal and qribal cukure, absorption of Gods and Goddesses srom the tribal fold co Hindu 
pantheon to che abandoned rival of human sacrifice. The modern processes put up before 
the tribals by western-urban-industral-democratic-model, heralding unprecedented change 
in tribal lifestyle have come in for Academic scruciny. As a combined effort of many 
academicians the book gives a wide coverage on the Study of Odishan tribals, to make it 
worthwhile addition to the avaiable material on the subject. 
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The book named “Sociat Ecology of Farest Resources” by Binhuti Bhusan Malik: Kalpas 


Publication, New Delhi, 2004 tried to look at ecology and tribal Ife in its reciprocal 
symbiotic forms. The inmerretationship of physical brological and cultural features of a 
region is the subject matter of social ecology which is the essence of this book: Human 
beings, especially eribal people wry co adapt chemselves ¢@ particular geographical and 
cultural environment and in doing so they have t© contro! che environment according to 
thelr requirements. Foresttrees and common property resources are baste to tribal 
communities directiy benef them lke 2 foster mother and fulfill cheir biological cultural 
and emotional needs, For food, «ibal penple are mostly dependent on forests by collecting 
nus, wild (ruics, vegetables, leaves, lower. roots, stems, honey, wild arvma and insects and 
$0.0n, He also attempted on che sculy to explore the inter-linkages and incerdependlency 
(of tribal on forests and forest produces 


The Book "Contemporary Sovety, Tribal Studies”, Georg Pletfer, Deepak Kumar 
‘Behera, Concepe Publishing Company, New Delhi, 1999, Voll, Chapter -7 attempts on 
proposed projects and emerging protests in Oaisha such as the case of Alumina Refineries 
in Rayagada and Kalahand| Discrices of Oaisha. This book is also portrays about one of the 
Important components of the national planning involved installaven of heavy industries, the 
Ecological Price, rise of procest movement, the role of NGO and rehabilitation and blasting 
of mining a¢ NALCO Project of Damonjadi in Odisha, 


‘The Book “Development induced Daplocerent, Rehabitation and Resettlement in tna 
Current Issues and ChoRenges” by Sakarama Somayaji and Sroritht Talwar, Rowtledge 
Contemporary South Aria, USA 201) elicits ideas about compulsory land acquisition and 
Involuncary displacement of communices for a larger public purpose captures the tension 
of development in che modern state, with the need co balance che interests of the majority 
while protecting the rights of the minority. ln India, informal estimaces of snvoluntary 
resetslement are estimaced to be around $0 million people over the last five decades, and 
‘three-fourths of those displaced sci face an uncertam future. Growing public concern over 
the long-term consequences of this has ted co greater scrutiny of the rehabilitation and 
resettlement process, particularly for large development projects. This boak examines a 
umber of new policy formulations put m place at both the central and state levels, locking 
at land acquisition procedures and norms for rehabiltation and resettlement of 
communiies. te brings together contributory analytis by some of the country's most 
engaged administrators, academicians and activists in the field, and i 4 useful contribution 
to Development Stadies, 


Another book “Local Forest Monagement: The Impacts of Devolution Feicies“, Edited 
By David Edmunds, Eva Wollenberg, Kamden High Street. London, 2004 retlects some 
ideas on the criteria for evaluating the impact of devolution policies on local decision: 
making space reflect our understanding of what local forest users consider meaning 


based on Past eld experience and ready 

Ie foe 1 careful and illuminating case 
sult of he eect of avalon pes onthe manger ot foes evert Asan 
coumries the stucket demonstrate that, contrary to the aim of such policies. chay increased 


The book "Changing Taba Life in Brush Odsho by K. Majumdar” races the British 
Government’ Policy wards the aberiginal people of Qusha,parueclaely tne Kandhs. and 
the reaction 1 caused in the people. The British effort eo “tame” the eribals by armed 
measures was followed by their effore {0 “civilize the savages” by education and widen the 
scope and scale of their acculturation wich “civilized” people in the neighboring eracts. This 
caused 2 eat change intitle, society and pty, Tribal reaction co és exteraly 
induced change is varied between subborn resinance and. grudgng acquiescence, 
depending on the pace and exten of he charge 


Foresty Debote and Draft Forest Act: Who Wins, Who Loses: Ramachandra Guha 
Economic and Political Weekly, Vol. 29, No. 34 (Aug. 20, 1994) atcempes on a careful study 
of the government's draft new forest act, to replace the Indian Forest Act of 1927, shows 
that dts real aims (i) t0 restrict people's rights in reserved forests, which are owned and 
managed by the state; and (\i) co sharply limic the area or extent of village foreses in which 
local communities could exercise more eliecuive and independent control 


SodiahEcological Research m Inch: A 'Stotus' Repor, Ramachandra Gus, Economie and 
Political Weekly, Vol. 32. No, 7 (Feb. 15.2), 1997). pp. 345-352 cells about focusing on the 
disciplines of sociology and social anthropology. but noting contributions by economists 
and historians and by secially senswive scientists as wel, this essay studhes the contributions 
‘of social science t0 the environmental debate in India. The emergence and consolidation of 
social scientific work on the natural environment, its screngths and its silences, are 
‘explained with reference to broader political and intelectual processes in the history of 
Independent inca 
People and Forests 

The book named “Commumbis, inttiuocns, ond Governance”, Clork C Gibson, 
‘Margaret &. McKeon, and Eivior Ostrom (Ed). The MIT Press, 2000 describes about unplanned 
deforestation, which is occurring at unsustamable rates an many parts of the world, can 
‘cause sigoicant hardstups for rural communities by destroying critical cocks of fuek, fodder, 
food, and building maveriaks It ean also have profound regional and global consequences by 
contributing to biodiversity loss, erosion, floods. lowered water tables, and climate change, 
Within the academic and policy-making environment, the subject of how to manage forests 
is addressed ar a umber of levels. lnportant issues that are exannined in this book include 
growth parameters, optional harvest and are decisions based on species compositions, time 
horizons, timber and noo-tmber values, dominant or multiple use features, opportunity 
cost of land and 50 on. The book also tells how a remarkable component like friends and 


‘wees and living being: brought about a change in Odisha, 


7 


Conclusion 


The State Forest Policy is expected to bring a new ero in che Manageme? and 
Development of Forest and Wid We resources sinung at reahration of their Ecologist 
Services, providing Livelihood Securky for the Forest Dependent Communities and 
meeting the needs in respect of Timber and other forest Products of che growing 
population, However. to keep the sector to be dynamic and responsive to the need and 
aspirations of the people « needs to be revised at regular interval The interrelacionship of 
physica, biologiest and cukural features of region is the subycet matter of soctal ecology. 
Farest-trees and common property resources are basic £0 ¢ribal commounities, directly 
benefiting therm, and fulling their biological, cultural and emotional aceds, The 
rehabilitation and resectlement policy needs to be formulated io such a way that the people 
feel that they are not the losars. There should be a survey of the problems and prospects 
of forest sector to explore the inter-lnkages and interdependency of tribal people on 
forests and forest produce. However, is the need of che hour ¢o look at ecology and 
tribal le in les reciprocal symbiouc forms This paper Is incended xo show up those 
concurrent social, econcmic and environmental problems related to forest sues such as 
displacement, iadustriahization, mining and several protests in Odisha and their primary 
indicators which stand as barriers on the way of tribal development 
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Indigenous knowledge of Shifting Cultivation: 
Observations on three Primitive Tribal Communities in Odisha 


P. Somantray’, 5.5. Mohanty’, P. Patel’, MK. Jeno! 


ABSTRACT 


Shing catrabon the ween manner iy reed move sable and ele 
{ar the fame han specotzed extn. Econom ef ffiency P16 ee ogo! MI 
nd ably io ways more important van sexply mavaxnng dversty The surmol 
enbogen upon motenece, rer thos the epltavon of he org communty of wid 
they knew there 1 be on pan shar Wana shiing cova 9 system wh 
It wot edeted tothe Wop fore envionment belps moneon te alg! vray ef 
the fest ond een ponder snicat beret 1a wife popuoran. The mantenonce of sch 
-tystem 11 of conmderable importance to modern form of development 


The shifting cawouion operative chef in the repens where mare rechaclopcaly advanced 
Ante of aricature bove not Became exonemicaly or citral pore. i repens where 
‘the fond hor not yet been opprepicted by pacpe with greater poke or catuol power I 
sdesaucweot ocualescurees whem operated mefficendy and not inherent destracve thon axe 
stems of oprcutare when these ore operored laffcenty. It elso considered 0 revit 
system of oprcate lrgety replaced by echer sytem except where retention OF B/aCUCE i 
“epectent 


The ovthors in Ws paper hove made on ots to explore the mdigenons knowledge ond 
‘wadiiena! knowledge by tying te eadertand the communty perception relanng to sping 
‘akivaion. The outer: hore onalyzed the cammunty perception: ana conceptuot and 
Cheorencet under ttanding of indigenes hnowledpe, In tht attempt the outhors have sted 
‘hee Poriclory Vuloereble Tribal Croups (FFG, namely, Dongorio Kent (Bsxomcutack 
Block}, Kita Kondh (Tumusbandh Bleck) ood Lone Soar (Gunypur Biv) in southern 
‘Odahe fr wham sig cana 0 may of fe 


Key words: Shifting culivavan, svaddening, indigenous knowledge, Particularly 
Yuheroble Triba! Groups 
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introduction 


Odtsha 1s home to 62 erbal communties who are a different levels of development yor 
pastess unique repository of indigenous knowledge basmg upon their age old practices 
{or their survival oeeds, The indigenous practices of natural resource mamagcment 35 
applicable «0 agriculture, Forestry. human and animal heslth, soi conserva0on, water 
harvesting, aed mary other sectors has, an matter of fact. preserved grandour of 
indigenous knowledge that can be cuiably appad m present day context. Application of 
indigenous knowledge for rural development 1s an emerging paradigm especally for 
resource conservation and sustainable use. Fram che long experience of culevation, the 
Traditional communes have acquired enormous working knowledge Wm fields of 
thassifcauon. codifcation, accumulation and dipensation of knowledge on cultivation 
Their understanding of environment and sustainable resource management i largely 
embedded wn cheir socio-cultural Me and manitested in sheirincaractions with the scio= 
scological complex they are parr of, These knowledge systems reflect choir perception 
of acclogicaly sensitive interactions with local econystems and dhe changing paradigms 
‘under the spell of modern cechnical knowledge and management practices 


Shifung cultivasion is one such area of their itaraction with the forest ecosystem which 
showeases age old wisdom in managing environment security and food security and 
disseminates treasures of indigenous knowledge sy:coms. It 1s one of the primary means 


| synonymous with slash and born cultivaton, swiddening. tum, fatow 
farming, pedu, neta and miny other loca! denominations It is a flexible and highly 
adapeive means of production. In Odaha. as per an ostimace. che excemt of shifting 
cultivacian has been spraad over (18 Tribal Sub-Pian blocks of which 62 comes under 
shifting cultivation zone and S6 ace parcilly covered, 


On the basis of degree of dependence on swiddens, LK. Mohapatra (1983, vol2. ») 
comprehended four (ypes of dependence on shifurg euluration: exclusive dependence, 
major dependence, contingent dependence and marginal dspendence. With respect £9 
tach eategery of dependence he hat analyzed the community-wse and indradval-wase 
ddopendence on shiting cultivation portraying the stations at which the community oF 
che individual may be caesgaruzed under the above said dependency categories. Most of 
he tribes in Odlsha Who take up shang cultivation as 2 means of ezrming 2 vehinood 
fll under the rategory of exclusive dependence and major dependence as shifting 
cukivation connote a subsistence economy. 


Because shifting cultivation im the eradicional manner is highly diversified, it iz more 
stable and reliable for the farmer than specialized cukivaton. Econonye saif-cuticiency 
protects ecological imegnty and viabliey © ways more wnportant than simply 
maintaining diversity. The suewal is comungent upon maintenance, rather than the 
‘exploltation of he larger community of which ehcy know themalvas 10 be only parts 
In shore, eradiional shifcing cultivation is a system which is well adapted co the cropical 
forest enviccnment. it helps maintain the biological diversity of the forest and often 
provides sigrfieanc benefic to the wildlife population The maintenance of such system 1s 
‘of considerable importance to medera form of development, 
101 


‘The authors in this paper have mide an attempr to explore the indigenous knowledge 


and traditional knowledge by crying co understand the commumty perceptions relating 
10 shifng cultivation. The authors have analyesd the community perceptions on » 
conceptual and theoretical understanding cf indigenous Knowledge, In ss atternps the 
authors have studied three Parvcularly Vulnerable Tnbal Grours (PTGS), namely, 
Dongara Kondh (Bissameuttack Block). Kutis Kondh (Tumudibandh Bieck) and Lani 
Stora (Gumupur Block) in southern Oxsha for whom shifting culewation 3 wy Of He 


Understanding Indigenous Knowledge and its applicability 
Indigenous knowledge means that something Is originating localy and performed by 2 
commurigy oF society in this spectic place. le emerges as peoples’ perceptions and 
‘experience im an environment at » given cime and fh 3 conrinuous process of 
‘observation and interprecation in roiauon to the locally.acknowledged evorytay 
Fationalties and transcendental powers (Sceland, 2000). Although “indigenous 
knowledge’ and ‘tradisonat knowledge’ aroused at synonyms. yor they vary 
conceptually and concextuaky in cerain respects Knowledge 1 10 be 284 Indigent, i 
ie is bound to local experiencas and cakes is local world perhaps nox a5 the only 
fexigting, but as the mose retevant of all Ip other words, indigenous knowledge is 
location and culture-specike knowledge. Loca! Snowiedge in dns connection may be 
Understood as knowledge that ic unique 12 9 given culcure or society, Indigenous 
nowledge contrasts wich the iaxarnacional knowledge system generated hy universtos 
and research inscitutions. Being influenced by globat or western knowledge, ane tendt 
to forget chat ovar che cencuries human beings have beon producing knowledge te koop 
a bilanced rolationship with their natural and 40¢a! environment in order (© suIvive 
Indigenous knowledge refers to a large body of acumulaced knowledge with which the 
people are able to manage theie nacural resources an ever co subsist on a long-torm 
bast, Somme other relavane delinitions of indigenous knowledge are 


(1c) i 2 cumulative body of knowledge and beefs, handed down through generations 
by cultural eraasmission, about che eclationship of living bongs (including humans) with 
fone another and with their environment, Further. cradivonal ecological knowledge # ai 
aeribute of socieves with historical concinucy am resource use practices: by and tare. 
these are non-industral or tess technokagically advanced societies, many of them 
indigenous or tribat (Grenier. 1998). 

{Ics} the unique, traditional, local Knowledge existing within and developed around 
the specie conditions of men and women indigenous to 3 parucular geographic ares 
Gohrson, (992), 

(leis) a body of knowledge burt by 2 group of people through gencrations living In 
lose contact with nacure. Ie includes a system of clssiication, 2 set of empwrical 
observations about the local environment. and a system of sellemanagemant chit 
governs resource use (Studley. 1998} 


there is concensus amongac scenests using various terms thac such knowledge: i) is 
linked 10 a specie place. culture or society: #) is dymanme in nasure: ji) belongs 4 


Declaration on Science and 


Indigenous Knowiedge in Shifting Cuttivation and Scientific Opinions 


The bane Fences of shiting cukiaton cede clemng of feds primarily by felling 

‘cunting, slashing and burning and using ire to diapove of vegetative debris alter drying: 

fhuman Inbour chiefly operative: bow puter frequently co-operative: many dillerene 

systems in erop planting including muliple cropping and speciakzed cropping: use of 
elds primarily for subsistence; use of vegetative cover, as 408 conditioner and source 

‘of plant nutrient for cropping eel, when effcerdy operat sai eramon occurs 10 the 

leat: soil depletion not more rious than chat undar other systems of agriculcure. All 

the processes and systems are based on experience based understanding of che 
ommunigies and the practioners are masters of the art. The shifting culation 

‘operative chiefly In cha ropons where moro vechmologeally advanced syxiam of 

agneulcure have not become economealy or cultural posnble or m regions where the 

land has not yet been appropriated by people with greater politcal or cultural power. 1 

is detruetve of matural resources when opeeated inoficiendy and not inherandy 

destructive than other systems of agriewlure when thete are operated mefficrendy. It 
sito considered a residuah system of agriculture largely ccplaced by ather systems 
excepe where retention er pracoce & expesion 

The New Agriculturst on-ine made a Ikeratwe survey «© comprehend diferent 

science observations from eescarch and sues on shiting clcvaian Irom ecologies! 

and Hwelihoads perspective at: 

«+ Shiking culation sa spl of forest-baed land wie aroved which mya and hovele 
aisumptions have ohen dostored. expecally among foresters. In Gx. research 
Medien ow shifting evloaton i the topes pow rather, co the strength and 
see oe amo thse systems, he high Ferns to labour they ofr. and, at 


0s 


jon they allow 
importantly, the species ennchment and biodwarsity conservation (SY 


‘Reporting DFM Moding 21, OD) 


Migrants tend co use non-traditionat and acn-suseainablespractices: ay are er © 
farming, wchoue the benefit of inaigenous knowlege about che Ind and estan 
and they sncicriminatey chee forest arent lesvmng no tree FEUMOS SEEN, 
‘They often plant crops that are unsuited to the acid sous and the hor and Hu 

climate Wigrant farmers contmue co crop aker grass weeds have established 
therahes, further echausong the sol 10 wut recovery tee is Henghened, hindering 
forest regeneration. Aternotees to Sosh-and-Bomn -A Global meaatve, ICRAF pubjcation 


+ Gaveraments have not been successful in dealing with swidden systems nor in 
coming up with solitons Thore wa need 10 empower local communities to 
parciipate more filly in problem diagnosis and in genaracing innevations for more 
sustainable ‘agrovecorystom productivity and ultimately to manage their own 
resource base JORC, Comparative Anais on Sing Cultivation 


+ Upland people practising various types of shifting cukwation ave also being forced co 
reduce traditionally maintained fallow periods and are clearing more forest lands te 
‘compensate for losses in food supply. While the plight of mountain people is 
Lunmistahatly gocting worse; it appears chac development pcies have been highly 
ingensinve to mounnain conditions and have also contribuced t© some of these 
problems. The need for sustainable solutions is urgent. Hort are needed at 
diferene fevels and wich the growing partnership at diferent levels, imporeine 
breakthroughs are being made in diferenc areas, Most of thote success scores are 
being produced by the mountain people themucives with 2 litle but ef help from 
‘outade, The future of che mounting Nes in ensuring that the maximum numbers af 
people are supportad to help chemielves. The Hindu KushHimelayas: Fewing 
Sustainable Solutions, Intemational Cenire for Hnegroted Mountain Development 


‘Swiddam has generally been seen as cultivation and not culture by those who are closely 
‘concerned with the ‘degradateon of anvironment’. To bring the concept of culkure in 
their frame of reference is as essential ax bringing the conespe of environment in their 
domain of culture. Practcioners of shiing cultivation have always beon viewed from the 
perspective of outsider who ereated them either as a diferenc and a closed social 
system of viewed them as a sacelite syitam having deleterious effects on their society 
and surroundings. (Atoi & Bonnagen, 19832) 


Considering the mature of economy and economy of nature in retin to shiting 
cultvation ic cam be sd chat i is oot completaly uneconomic or destructive te 
sviconmenc (ena, etot 2000), Strangely enough some of the enwranment epevalies 
took the stand tha in the kind of enironeentn whch Us Kinde culevation & rence 
Ics dhe most rater farm of eatin, 2 90 other orm of cuivation wl be posable 
cor economics. the 20 eaed innécent people Know enough about the envinonenent 98 
they tke good care of those trees and plancs that are cegarded by them ay oseful 
cradtionalswiddens, agriealtral tks ae minimal, ploughs are nec ued and coon the 


{inputs in traditional swiddens is. 


Wie high’ oppoper, 1972 of. jena, etal. 2000) 


Shing cultivation comprises 2 range of highly variable and site specific systems that 
have developed in response co focal environmental and cukural conditions. The 
trsendals are chat felds are roeated rather than crops and that 3 forest falow returns 
feruty to the sol. Sedentary swidden agriculurists have a strong interest in maintaining 
the ferity of the vitage territory and pracse long term conservation measures which 
contribute to biological diversity (Mc Nee, 1988). 


Shitting cultivation by the Kendh and the Saora of Odisha 


The Kutta Kondh have been shifting cultivators since times immemonal, Thit method 
of cultivation és part of their way of life and is remembered in the mythology of the 
tribe, The Kui terminology for the practice of shifing euitivation is nelokoma, bogada 
(cleared hill for cultivation) or donger chosa {hil cultivation). References are made to 
shiting cultivation i cosmogonic myth of the Kurtin Kondh. This mythological 
background |x an imporeant reason for the Kutta Kondh co continue wich shifting 
cukivation as a way of maineaining their culturally distince Ifestyle and identicy in 
accordance with the traditions of their ancestors. The Kui Goont describes some 
mythieal views of shifting cultivation, although today, much of this myth can only be 
recalled by the elderly members of the enbe. They refer to the myth, Kui Goon, as a 
‘means to justify cheir traditional cultivation practices. 


The myth also alludes ¢o the fact thar the patches of forese selected for shifting 
culdyation should contain a Dkarnivaf and a tamboo bush. If bamboo bushes are not 
found, either the feld is abandoned or bamboo saplings are planted i the feld, The 
presence of bamboo as a site for worship is offered to Dhar Renu is essential. I is sald 
thar bamboo came into existence near Sopangado - the mythical place of origin of the 
tribe, from the haie of Nerandot when she was taking a bath after emerging from 
Sopangoda. The Kurta Kondh believe that a chomt stone is found ia a newly cleared 
forest pacch, muse have been left there by their ancestors who had culcvated the area 
before. As the cultivators require the permission of DhoeniFenu before they clear a new 
patch of forest, she és therefore appeased with an offering of blood from an animal 
sacrifice, It is belleved that wichaut the blood offering, the deity becomes angry and ean 
inflet harm by prodecing poor yields in swidden plots and can infliee disease and other 
misfortune on the people. This is indicative of the fact that shitng cultivation is co-eval 


and co-existent with the Kussia Kondhs, leis culturally and religiously cuned preventing 
‘the community co take up the practice just anywhere in their viciniy. 


The Dongaria Kendh economy centres around shifting cultivation, plain land 
cultivation and horticulture. The Dongariat’ increasing interest in horticulture has 
brought shifting culdivation ¢o a limic but for their minimum subsistence, they depend 
mostly upon shifting cultivation. Though horticulwre has 2 significant position in the 
Dongaria Kondh economy, but i does not fetch dhe right marker price as it should, due 
{to various factors, Although horticulture surparses shifing cultivation in the race of 
broduction, yet at the subsistence level, siting cuitvation maintains its importance 3 it 
‘was in the past. They ciaim thar, in the pase. when the Jungle wes dense, they depended 
‘on cuteivation on hits for subsistence. The Dongaria believe thac food gathering and 
‘hunting was the first stage of economic activity; further development began after that 
‘occupational shift rom hunting and food gathering co the practice of shifting cultivation, 
‘This also indicates cechnological progress and preference for earning 3 livelihood. The 
ext step of development marked thelr orientation towards horticulture, although 
shiiing cultivation continued. Some decades ago, the Dongarias started plain land 
cultivation. While these stages of development in the Dongaria economy involved 
technological changes, the social system did nor change considerably, In remote 
packets, the social system, traditional pattern of dkstribution of economic means and 
the tocio-political organisation have more or less remained constant. 


Similar to the Kuctis Kondhs, the Dongaria also have socio-political and religious 
Practices specific to shitting cultivation. Shiting cultivation is also rooted in the 
Dongaria myth of origin. To convert a patch of forest to swiddens, the Dongarias make 
an ecological assessment of the area in terms of vegetation, soll molsture, nutrient 
conditions and suitability for shifting cultivation. After tve ecological considerations, the 
cultural condition is maken igo consideration. The forest should have a dharni afear 
established by earier serziecs. The Hill God must permit the people to cultivate the 
site, Rituals are performed to seek the permission of the deity. On geiting the 
permission they slash the vegetation, otherwise, they never dare co take the risk of 
inviting the wrath of the deicy. Then comes the economic consideration according to 
which the hill should have enough citkivabie land to be divided arnong ail the families in 
2 village or a group of families of bigger size who with to cultivate it. H ecological and 
cultural conditions are found favourable then the economic consideration becomes less 
sigeficant. On the other hand, if the cultural consideration does not go in their favour. 
the other two conditions even being favourable becomes meaningless. 


The Lanjia Saoras, traditionally, were hunters, food gatherers and shikting cultivators 
In course of time when swiddening became fess productive, they started terrace 
‘ulation slong with swiddening For the Lanjia Sacra shifting cultivation (Boreoh foam 
‘or Bogota ches) has been their way of life. Mase of them possess patches of swiddens 
‘inherited individually. Ic is said that the community has ipherited the practice from theiy 
supreme ancestor Kung Rade who stared curating the hil slopes to eke out a fing 


‘The selection of a ste far shiting extivation is mainly considered on two grounds: 
vegetation and soil. Black sol it the preferred one as itis known to be very fertile and 
co lerrds aon harvest. Dense vegetation with good population of timbers i not 
preferred, for it would require lot of labour force €o clear the patches. Therefore, a 
fertile land with bushy vegetation is cut and cleared or swiddening. The availability of 
labour force ina family is che other consideration for deciding the extent of land that 
could be cleared. During ste selection the slope consideration decides the land use 
pattern. If the slopes are relatively wider they are preferred for terrace culivation 
However, such slopes are noe immediately converted into terraces. After a series of 
cropping cycles under swiddening practice when the yield decreases then people 
convere ito terraces and take up paddy cultivation. 


More than shifting cultivation, the Saoras are well known for their expertise in terrace 
cultivation. They exhibit 2 high degree of indigenous skil, ingenuicy and technological 
‘outfit for preparing the cerraces with inbuilt water management system. The terraces 
are buile right Up the beds of che hil screams and ascend hundreds of feet from the 
depth of vateys to the hill stopes and even up to the hill tops 


‘The Lanjia Ssora exhibie technologal up-gradacion in farming practices in the indigenous 
‘way, They have integrated shifting cultivation, terrace cultivation and horticulture in a way 
‘that builds @ viable economic base for the communiy with both subsistence and cath crops, 


Ecological perceptions: Slope land classification and cropping patearn 

On the hill spe Dongaria cultivate a selection of crops, The bushy forest covering the 
‘Upper part of the hill (mundem}, however, is not slashed. On the other hand the slash 
and burn method Is applied to the tops of low hills or hilocks. Immediacely below the 
Unslashed forest, in the area called madre gondre, seasonal crops auch at cereals, pulses, 
vegetables and oil seeds are grown. The next yer down, called pendo gondre is 
reserved for perennials, particularly for che fruit bearing species such as citrus, mango, 
jackiruit, banana, pineapple, and other tree crops without disturbing any naturally 
wowing useful eree species. The Dongarias have the perception that a becter harvest 
results from seasonal crops if they are beeween ovo dense vegetation patches (ie 
between penda and munden), Below the penda gondre is the area called penda where 
‘vegetables and oil seeds are crapped. Occasionally, the penda Is levelled cut for paddy 
‘cultivation, The Dongarias have rich ecological perception of slope and soil that is 
instrumental in erop planning at different levels of slope. 


For the Kuttia Kondhs, after slashing and burning of vegetation, marking the individual 
field area is considered very important, Individual fields are marked out by crop fencing. 
Usually the castor seeds, maize seeds, and sometimes sorghum seeds are used as fence 
lines for ploc demarcation, for these species are tall species and hence, if they are 
planted wich a particular spacing they make 2 distinguishing fence. The border of one 
fleld planted with castor seeds of one culivator follows the plantation of maize and 
sorghum for the other person whose area begins [rom the same boundary. The other 
side boundary of the second person may be planted with castor seeds. Ic goer on like 
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this to differentiate patches of individual fields. The plantacion of caster, pigeon ped, 
‘maize and sorghum as boundary species it beneficial as they cake relatively longer 
Periads to complete their life cycle in comparison to other crops, Maize which has 2 
shorter life cycle compared to others cin be collected easly on maturing from the 
boundary fence, This also keeps the other crops undisturbed. Following the boundary 
species, all other crops are sown which include other pulses and vegetables like 
‘cucumber, pumpkin, etc. Seeds of yams are put in dibbled holes on the boundary fence, 
because its coiling system can ensily extend vo castor plants (lena, etal. 2006). Cow pea 
ts planted lie after che castor and pigeon pea have been planted so as to prevent the 
young cwigs of the later from the coiling system of che former. The pulses and other 
vegetables thus are planted ac random inside the boundary. The ginger, turmeric if 
planted is made into pure cultures with which the bird chili species also share the 
space, The plocting scheme of the Kuta Kondhs are almost the same like the Dongaria 
Kondh, but the major distinction observed is chat the Kuttia Kondh have not added the 
fruit growing species in their swidden system. 


‘The Lanjia Saora community divide a hill inco three parts: Amutt is cop of the hill, 
Trangdi cefers to the middle area, and Boseng refers to the foothill. In their practice of 
shifting cultivation (Baroah loom), the middle area of the hill is called Baron where 
People grow mukiple crops. In this context Trangd! and Boroan are synonymous, The 
foothills and the region between the foothill and swiddening area are terraced and the 
taeraced lands are called Dunkel Boreng and Dunkel are also synonymous in usage. In 
‘teneral, Baroon is the space where swiddening is done. in Dunkel wet or terrace 
cultivation és done, ia unterraced Boxeng cash crops like mustard, niger are cultivated, 
The horticultural and fruit bearing species are given space in Baroon and Baseng. 


Thete communities grow varieties of crops in a mixed cropping system that includes 
cereals, pulses, ll seeds, vegetables and spices. The crops include cereals ike 
Panicunmiiare (lie millet), Eessinecoracana (Finger cnllee) ragi), Sorghum vulgare 
(Gorghum), Pennivecumsyphoides (Bajra), Zea moys (Maize), Oryzasativa (Rice); pulses hike 
Vignoindica (Cow pea), Vigne species, Phaseotusrmungo (Black gram). Cojanuscajan (Arhar/ 
yellow dal); oil seeds like Ricinuscommunts (Castor). Guirowoabyssinico (Niger), Brassica 
compestir (Mustard): spices Ike Copscum frutescens (Bird chill), Curcumo longa 
(Turmeric), Zingiberoffcinals (Ginger). ete; vegetables like Cucumicsatia (Cucumber), 
Cucurbita maxima (Pumpkin), Logenoric wigars (Bote gourd), Dioscoreasps (Yam), 
Ipomechatatas (Sweet potato). Monhatescutenta (Tapioca/ Cassava}, ete, 


Rationality of plotting along the slope than across the slope: 

Whole discribuing the fil slopes for swidéers. che decision makers fist decide upon 
the area tha i co be stashed leaving a reasonable measure of forests on the hill top 
“The slashing area is chen verccaly divide ino ples corresponding to the requrernens 
of indvdsalfamies in a vilge, The preference for the vereal plots is mosty 
considered on ecological basis Jena, etot, 2002}. Unlike the horizontal plots che vertiea) 
plocs have che significance that each fay ges almost the same kind of ecological space 
{or cultivating multiple crops suitable co slopes and alticudes, In such a design the water 
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management during rains is also well planned. As slopes at different elevations are 
crapped with different cropping density and there is fair arrangement of perennials and 
annuals on the slopes, water flows down from ridge area to valleys with minimal soit 
erosion, As such the water logging is avoided. Considering the browsing and predatory 
habit of wild life, plotting along the slope is preferred to plotting across the slope. The 
wildlife movement usually happens from the hill top where forest is not disturbed. 
Hence they usually browse upon the crops on the slope closer to the forest at top of 
the hill. Hence, in a plotting design across the slope, the farmer whose plot is focated 
closer to the forest suffers the loss. In contrast. in 2 plotting along che slope scheme, 
the loss gets distributed to all the cultivators, Moreover, by constructing sentinel huts 
‘on the upper side of the slope i is easier to guard the crops en 2 longitudinally divided 
plot. Hence, horizontal plotting is nat rational in the local context and its consideration 


‘Traditional distribution patterns and customary land governance 

One of the basic features of shifting cultivation has been frequent shiting of cropped 
fields, normally in some kind of sequence in land control, resting in special social 
sroupings under customary laws, but sometimes occurring under other legal Insitutions 
fof land control. In this context i¢ is important to examine the craditional distribution 
patterns of swidden lands under customary rules, the power and authority of formal 
and informal village councits and other soci institutions and legal instruments 


The swidden plots are distributed by che village council ¢© fineage groups which 
diseributes it to ies constituent households in consideration to the family labour force, 
Understood in case of several tribal communities practicing shifting cultivation, Once 
distributed the lands are inherited to fore-generations at the family level. in the early 
days, particularly at the time of setting up a secdement, one enjoys reladive liberty to 
cculkivace as large an area as is manageable considering manpower available in che family, 


In the Dongaria Kendh community, the swiddens (neto and dado) are divided among 
member farrilies by the clan heads. The inheritance of such lands is maintained in the 
patrilineal order. Patches of lands under possession of father is equally divided among 
is son after his death, In some cases daughters also get shares from heic father's land. 
a man has only daughter (3) ar if 2 daughter is divorced or widowed then she may get 
share from her father's tanded property. There are different patterns of lind 
distribution, There can be vilage-wise distribution, clan-wise distribution and punj (ttle 
{group} wise discribution. PTG Vilages are found exclusively with one clan or with one 
dominant clan, tn a village-wise distribution there is always a boundary beoween two 
villages. Keeping the boundary in view, hills are distributed among respective vilage 
connmunities, People af a single can or diferent clans residing ina village can occupy a 
hill land, convert fc to swidden plats without any restriction. In the Dongaria Kendh 
community, a rational distribution of hill land was exercised long 2g0 © minimize 
discrimination in terms of early setlers and late settlers: proximicy and distant location; 
dominane punja and others. Thus, hill ands were first distribured among clans, then 
‘among punjas and then amang families, However, some patches of land were kepe 2 


bulfer land to be distributed to new farlies whe may come from ourside irrespective 
of their clan membership. in case che number of families increased slong with the need 
for more land, further grant of land is made passibie through the vilage level decision 
making body where jani and manda allot the required land if avaiable 


fn the Lanjia Saora communigy, traditionally, the lls have been distributed among 
Birinda or extended fares (Patnaik, N, 1989, 1993). Members of 3 particular birinda 
Used to have swiddens exclusively on a hill and no autsider was allowed to share the hill 
for cultivation. An individuat family who has been cultivating a plot continues to own it 
a5 long as it is capable of culsvating it. Every family or every household possesses a 
limited number of plots around the vilage This personal possession ts hereditary, 
Ubsimately, the father’s plat & divided among the sons. However, the base rule for 
postession right over a land depends on availablity of family labour force. In this 
consideration, in the past. the families who had more labour force could take big chunk 
ff swidden land under their possession, Since the swidden fands have become very 
hited, over the last three ¢o four decades hardly people have been able to add more 
lands to their existing possession. Since, initially the swiddens had been distributed 
Rininds wise, the Binnda has larger control over the land use patterns and this has 
lived diverse land use practices in the swiddens 


Positive sides of shifting cultivation 


Old traditional swiddens have gradually become converted to fruit orchards giving i¢ a 
forest like structure. Preservation of timber planes in and around the swidden serves as 
| seed reservoir for endemic species. Sophisticated fire controt mechanism such 23 fire 
breaks, fire fighters, coordinated burning is maintained. Swidden soil Is often more 
moist than adjacent forest soll. Careful rotation of swiddens is maincained looking at 
land-man ratio, Buth fallowing peried of different intervals is practiced to allow flow of 
nutrients to reserve the trend towards leaching and be recycled through burning. 
Careful control of weeds is remarkably done, Minimal disturbance of top soil in 
cropping practice help minimizing erosion. lisa sound practice ax there is the least risk 
of total crop failure even due to drought or excessive rainfall because variety of 5 
fre cropped together and the crops mature at various intervals of time. People are 
keen observers on the ratio of fabour input to productivity and hence, when 
productiviy decreases in relation to labour input. they leave the land for fallowing till 
the (ertlty és regained. Unproductive swiddens are converted ta permanent orchards 
thereby introducing new varieties and land use pattems. Above all, subsistence crops 
and eash crops are taken simuleaneously from the same patch of land. 


Conclusion 


plasm, traditional food habit, ‘© maineain ¢raditiona! practices, sustain indigenous germ 
pan ileal OF Swiddening should not be seen as a completely 
scaeind fred oe 2 Ruiable land use practice in mountainous regions of the 
Ce amie (or the tribal communities who have been depending on it 
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Myth and Migration: A Revisit to Historiography of Kuidina 
* Anujo Motian Pradhan 


ABSTRACT 
‘Moby ea domi: factor of citzaen wheres: Reroure of an era so sil reflection the arayof 


fn context of 
time. Myths ond migration are ro factors crcctng hatay of 2 ctr. These fo00rs 
Kuda, co for a retook mx Beyond He cotorst peapectve of mene, mehue ond promehtutavon, 


‘The human race is always wn search of better opportunities and amenities. Since the 
time of its origin the human race ts proceeding on an endless journey in the course of 
which it has multiplied ts identigy into races, regions and nations. In this journey of 
iviizacion, the ages identical with their material position has been named as Palaeolithic, 
Bronze, Iron and Copper are nothing but phases of socio-cultural and economic evolution 
‘The human condicions rather than the genetics have labelled a particular race as a eribe, 
‘iulized or modern community based on prevalent occupation, manners and beliefs 


India as an ancient mation has witnessed almost all die phases in the evolution of 
civlizaton and in its connotation beyond its current political boundary became more 
modern and civilized by che invading of Aryan people. This invasion played the role of a 
carom serker that pushed the non-Anyan people of Indus valley to move in diferent 
direcdons, mostly towards the south, The updated history which is yet to describe the 
cate of pre-indut valley India is a wievess to the shattered journey of non~Aryans towards 
the south ail thay met the southern seas. Perhaps, che journey from Indus valley to Indian 
‘Ocean gave them the ful meaning of "Jambudweep™. The nd chat has snowy mountains in 
the north and oceans in the south alto called "Bharat", The migration from Indus to the 


‘The pace of migration is dependent on the means of movement. In ancient dees 
the migration took hundreds of years. Each stop became a setuement untess ic was pushed 
forward by the successive migrants as they had exhausted resources or the place could not 
bear the burden of setlement. The migration caused by invasion by miliary expeditions 
Was rapid and ongnally not intended for setding down in the conquered land permanently 
‘The weamples can be Greek and Mongol invasions and early Muslim invasions to India, 
However, the invasion by the Mughals proved (0 be a migration for their permanent 
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setdement in the conquered lund. While creating the ‘history of the migration, 
historiography considers referred geographical landmarks dotting the Hcerature, both oral 
and written, developed in course of the journey. Another most cognitive factor is the 
linguistic links thar complete the skecch of migration and possible date fine. This 
tistoriography super imposed on the current socio-economic and demographic profile of 
the land gives an account of the migration of the people to this land. 


The able-and above the Kalinga Ghats is ramed “Kandhamal” by the outsiders 
since Brith times and ies natives call i¢ "Kuidina™. Among is inhabicanes. the ibe Kandha 
are the sumerically major. The other major groups include “Domanga™ or dhe people ” 
offically recorded 28 “Pano. These people inhabie the land since che ancient times. AS @ 
thumb rule of historiography the literary sources play 2 defined role besides the 
archaeological and tangible evidences. Kandhas ax the carly setters, who idendiy 
themselves as KuiLoku or Kulenju (Kus People) chim to be the “lords of the fang”. Others 
communities such as Domangs, Kumbhar, Lohar ete. are officially Seanded as dhe migrants 
‘who came there from the surrounding plains about five hundred years ago. Some sources 
quote the Panos as the people who have migrated from pins and do not have a language 
of their own. They are seated to be not havinga share in Kut eviure. 


The emergence of jangons ke “sors of the soi”, “mooladivasi”, “indigenous 
people”, “PTG" are hyped and used with diferent connorations, The research on the 
inhabicants is mostly bated on che views of Briish administrators. The rites of human 
sacrifice and the aim of annhhiion of local rulers of dhe native kingdoms was the main 
‘motive behind eiviiaing the wild oibes of the said Khond hilb’. The writings on dhe people 
of Khond hills developed during last two ceneuries. In view of recent unrest in Kanchmal 
the need of the time has been to encourage the adoption of certain articudes and theories 
about its past which are now becoming increasingly irrelevant. The time has come 60 free 
the researchers from the necessary polemics of the history writing of the colonial period: 
We should re-examine the age old myths that have been made the corner stone of 
administrative retearch. We should acquire the confidence of cricically assessing our own 
culnire and history. This paper is a modest attempt co retook into: 


|. Myths of ereation versus historical trends 


2. Places of origin versus migration of people 
3. Review of literary sources 


2Kuldna nthe bed of Kul cobie which mach beyoed the poll boundary of current Kandhmal dtc. 
The Government records do not merton tm nomescaure of Demangs Dorsngs his been recorded at 
Paton The Pats of otter dai his ro cla ink veh dat ot Domengs No recogriion of domangs st 
utehas deried spec satus 12 ths people of Kus 

SKrand Fit, Kandhamal and Kudo sre syanymeaus- Khendmal is more often ated in Gove records. Khond 
Ni et popiac umge of masionanes and Kaila 8 whac the Kul speaking peopie cal ei tend. Run Mery 
cen used a9 1 prefs vc hulk, sea Kul Kerman 22 
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Myths of Creation versus Historical Trends 

‘Among the eral myths, regarding origin of Khonds che Sapaghana myth* and 
NagaleBondela myth are most popular. The myths are being reproduced in its English 
‘version, 24 recorded by Vervier Elwin and Mrs. Barbara Boal respectively. 


‘THE SAPHAGANNA MYTH 


Inthe beginning there wes nothing but woter. Nirentoi Kopantak erneiged to the earth's 
surface at Sophagonno, After her, come the other gods and the fist hurnan, who were foter 
‘eferred to as the Kondts. But how could humans lve i ol the woter? They went to Nirantal and 
begged her for help. Eventually, che water sank down and rock emerged, but there stl! wos no 
‘tart, unt Nanak produced i. Some soy she got it from her hat, some sey she was angry and 
Pot ond her spit cumed inte white ants which excreted dhe eorth, ond others Soy she sent the 
Konde to search for earth, and when they could not find in despoi,dhey besought @ mountain of 
rock and scratched it with their nals, fee bearguntl took pety on them ond hey could excavate 
the earth They tok four handfuls af eorh, -ock, white, xed ond yellon- which Nirantall (oid 
‘them to tow in four directions. Now the can was spread over the rack, But i stil was not fm 
‘when they stepped on A, their feet went through. So they setup « bamboo pale and sacrificed a 
ow, « buff ond pig before i¢ and the ean became hard and dry. The Bones ofthese sacrificed 
victims become rocks ond the hole became trees ond grass Niroatol created other creatures and 
lanes from beeswax and the dit of her body. 


THE STORY OF NAGALA BONDELA’ 


“There were owe Drowdian men-Nogola and Bonde by nome on the banks of the Sindhu 
River in Northern India. When the Aryon people come (o india, these two men moved off to 0 
aiferenc place, dwel in caves because of vet fear for Ue. Their food was simply jungle tubers, 
Nogaia’s and Bendel’ sons were Prohu and Prahera, The exact names of Prohi's ond Prahera's 
sons were Kulo and Doh, Kulo said to Dour "(Yeu) Domual™ therefore Dohw remained ing 
down, is descendents become "Domenge" Dohu caked Kule: “Tubersigger!” (that i 
Dondnakhoulo on Ory). And according to his means of subsstence, hic descendants become 
*“Konds"(Kandha in Odo). 


Kuba. wife was “Sonja ond Dah/s wife wos “Binjul": From them 17 clans hove 
descended ond 17 Dom cons sity. The Kand ones art: t) Seora Kands; 2) Nepo! Kandk, 3} 
‘Nogo Konds 4) Mundon Konds: $) Sana! Kends: 6) Miki Kends: 7) Kutia Koad; 8) Makar Konde 
5) Meri Konds; 10) JomidorKonds 11) Sla Kond: 12} Benio Konds: 13} So Konds, 14) Bono 
Soara Konds; 15) The nomes of eter tree are df to tre from the history of theo, 


Mahe of Orso (1954, P-S49-50) Vere Eh 
nhs of Ove (1954) Veriec hn 


Pa 


The Dom cons are: !) The 6 
tle Do 4) Te Duh Dans Drees 9 Me Ree ane 9 ee 
Eider Ser Dor 7) The Porpod Doms 8} The Home drown Cor Dams; 5) Mogde Ooms: 10} 


The Distler Domt; 11) The f us 
Doms Button-aker Dams 17) The, Domne 12)The Tee aoperd Come 18) The Gundi 


Besides the above two, one more myth collected by Verrier Ehvin which deserves 
mention. The KRond myth No, 10 in chapter XIX’, there is hints on how sibings of same 
parents divided into diferent eastes. The myth is 2s follows. 


There wos once o Kond who ved wit hic ster. One day thi Kond took one meosurt of 
bullets and another meature of gunpowder and sot under cn inp? tee. A borking-deer came to et 
the lpi flowers ond the Kand rosed his gun to shoot ft The deer sad, ‘Don't kill me | have 
Something to tell you." The man lowered hit gun ond Istened. The deer sad, "How out the «rank 
ofa bombo tee and get ito for tomorrow the world wif snk Below the woters end af ving 
creatures wil die’ The Kond went home and took hé sister ond they hollowed out the tree and 
went in. They took seeds and onimals and covered the opening wnth wax. Next day the word sank 
day and everthing wc covered under water. But the Sombax te footed on the srfce, own 
there and there by the wind, 


Aer some time, seven Sunt and seven Moons came fram Honigerh ond all the water 
died up. When had dried, the Moons thought, i the fut ofthese seven Suns thot ol fing 
creatures have been kite, And they plored to destroy of but one of the Suns. 


Then the Macon come to eon and brought the brother ond ster out ofthe bombax tree 
‘nd they ived a3 man and wf. They had seven sons ond seven doughters ond they maried eoch 
cer. Then the parents sent Dakpas and Syjamajeoa the two elder brothers, who callected some 
‘ni lowers, When Dakpay picked up the ip flowers, he found they were gold and her. But when 
Sujomejeats picked them up, he found eal ep flower When they got home, the parents mode 
Dakpaj a Rojo and Sujamajene © Kand and the other brothers, Paks and Doms. They then ied 
separately ond doided into different cates 


Myths have been a nujor genre of any folkiore Almost all the wibes or the clans 
within the same tribes clam to have 2 special myth of their creation. The totems adored by 
the clans or tribes are mostly atwibuted to the myth. For example, Guna Kui clan believe 
that they were originated from the epg of Gura bird. This is sparrow sited bird in the 
‘wild which is graen in colour and bas two Jong feathers in ics tale which distinguishes it 
from others. The much deliberated Sapaghana myth describes how dhe Khonds, the first 
rman on the earth was born. Not only Khends, other ties like Gadabas also cirned that 
the firse man created by God was 1 Gadaba, The NazatSonéala myth stars with the 
backdrop of Sindhu ix. Indus valey covitration and culminates with seventeen Khond clans 


“hp of Onze (1954) Vere Ein 
"Hohus tree (Maduclodes) 
us 


and seventeen Domanga clans who are resident of Kuidina. Such clans, in the words of 
Goal, “This story appears to be an atcempt beth to classy the many groups and peoples 
whom they have met or of whom they have heard in che course of their journeys and 
Perhaps of their education, and alse te align this Information about their knowledge at 
wide social difference becween Khonds and Pans as they experience it In everyday life In. 
‘the hills. Their close interaction with the Khends could make some kind of definition which 
is basically much more necessary ¢o them than would their relationship with the other 
‘groups of settlers, whose roles are quite clearly defined.” 


Which journey Boal underines in her analysis? Does ic begn from Sapaghans or 
Indus valley? The Nagala-Bondala myths also have some sequel, Lace Dayanidhi Malik of 
village Betikola, who was a learned man (School Teacher and Odisha Sahitya Academy 
‘Award winner), has been accredited with design of aiphaber for the Kui lnguage of the 
Khonds. On personal discussion with this author Late Malik once told that Nagala migrated 


Myths are myths. Crediting someone's origin purely co myth makes the origin more. 
‘mysterious. Verrier Elwin, the pioneer of wibal myths in Orissa and Central India mantions 
the shortcomings, “The Kend stories, in facc are in a great muddle and it fs impossible to 
derive any logical or coherent account from them, They reflected the cultural confusion 
‘nto which this large and scatcered tribe has fallen: a very simile situation exists among che 
Gonds" " In conerase to mythical explanation to origin of eibes especially of Dravidian 
‘origin it is quice pertinenc chat che people must have eravelled to this land at a time beyond 
the reqievable memory. Zeroing on the Khond people of Kuidina, the geographical 
landmass whieh was beyond the knowledge of outer world sil the British invasion and the 
Ghummsur war of 1835-1837.H the land was so untouched, what is the possible answer to 
the Buddhist remains of Oung? There was no mention of human sacrifice, Captain Mae 
Pherson describing the cole of native rulers says that the Khonds paid cribute ¢o the Bhanja 
kings who in resien sent two Paiks with Guns to the fesiviey of human sacrifice to shoot 
rounds as an approval from the nobiliy. Keeping aside the shortcomings of considering 
myths as historical datolass dares, itis undoubtedly verifed chat Khonds and che Domanga 
‘existed since the mythical ages a8 cwo sides of the same coin supplementing each other 
socially, culeurally and economically. 


Mobiticy of Khonds and migration of other people 

Khond hills have unique geographical features of a eabie land. These hills form the 
pare of Eastern Ghats. From all the fronts one hat to ascend to reach the nd. ie bos 
elevation of 2000-2400 feet MSL. Kalinga Ghat, Korada Ghat, Machopur Ghat, Ranipuhar 


Ghat, Bonds Pipili and Brahmini Gaon Ghat are the entry points to this land. Since, time 


“the Khonds-Humon Socifice ond Reigious Change, Barbara M. Beal (1954) pp-4 
 (7rbat Myths of Oritso, Verriar Ein Page-t4} 
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Andharkotgarh & route war con oe 

i fus ronnecting Doda hill via Kurmie Following the last Bhanj 
King in refuge, the British forces passed Kaings got andthe Rex ‘aliaierat oaee 
the outskirts of Kurminiga vi iscorial bare was foughe in 
ish 


rease in their number. The Gonds- the largest ibe of 
9 ip Gondwana Land of Madhya Pradesh. In the Gond 
hedi, Malerimaha, G. Udaygiri, Bondhogarh etc chere is 
3 disunct language thac establishes a migration Ink from 
‘western passage of Belghar and Bonda Pipik 


In the western foothils of Doda mountain there are two vilges, Rambha. and 
Balbal, In the Ganjamn distriee Rambha is a small cownship on the shores of Chilialake, 
Batbal is a village near tndragarh in Soroda block. kis said that the people of Kandhenal's 
Baibal has ancestral links in Ganjam districe, from where they had borrowed these names. 
‘Another case is about the vilage Kadespata in the Daringbadi block of Kandhmal district. 
This author had a chance to chat with Shrijanings Pradhan". an elderly person of che 
Village, During the brief dicussion his response was worth mentioning. 


Bastar to Khond hills through 


Author: How your vilage is named Kadespate? 


JP: There was no setclement in this place and it was filed with the forest. A buffto was 
missing and the owner was in search of the buffalo. The bufislo had a long log Ged eo 
ics oeck", Tracking the dragging maris the owner spore his bufalo in a pool of mud 
‘near a water source in the dry summer. Finding a new source of water he, along with 
his relations shifted to this place and named the new setdement as Kadespato derived 
from kades-the mad. 


‘Author; Did your fother oF grandfather conve to this place? 
JP: It was before that. We are the off-speings of original inhabicants from Ganja and Huma, 


“ha eldrty man a trophies He wl known foc it Kt on eupecy he ploughing ong and 
Tyra nenkedk vatage Mae rocks, thickly covered by mass 
“In Kul i is ead ‘aadan. The ‘hat In the eastern side mules long a 
ale aban ie acces eted ore Pea pr 

i 


‘Author: These nomes ore sar to ploces Gonje ond Hume in Gonjam disc! 


JP Our ancestors came fram those places bu I can not cll you their names dicted 
my father saying thar che person who migraced from dhere had ewo grandsons ey 
‘were named after theie place of origin, Gana and Huma, 


During or prior m2 Brish period the people had co face invasions from other 
{groups which Campbelk described as “cribal feuds". A fertile cultvable piece of land was 3 
rized possession and was often targeted. There were bloodsheds for occupying the land 
This author had a discussion with Shri Kole Pradhan and Shri Bansighar Pradhan of vilage 
Kalinga in G. Udayagiri Block and here are few excerpts. 

‘Author: How came this nome Kango to this whoge? Ws & ofter the name of Kalinga kingdorn? 

Kole Pradhan: fs ike this. Our forefathers were at Golagando'”. When our forefathers 
came to this place, Kali Malika was the owner of the whole land.He hae already fost his 
father and was the only son living with his mother. Ac that ume only source of water was 
‘sear Mundanalanga (Le. a place about two Kms from the present Kalinga square), The 
new enerants had 2 plan co kil Kall Malikafor which he always carried his axe, What 
‘they did, they prepared a kendy stick and by burning jn rings", The stick was kept on 
the path to the source of water. Kali Malkagot panic confusing the stick with » snake 
and fell down on the way. The conspirators tle his Uweat and reported co his mother 
{hat 09 che sight of 3 snake your son fell dawn on the path and his throat was cut 
accldencally by his own axe. The lamenting mother left the place at once and went 
down the Kalinga ghot. Thur the vilage Kalngla™ has che history how the Inter migrants 
eliminated the previous occupants ofthe land and named it aker ics owner Kall. 


Shri Bansidhar Pradhan narrated aboue the brutality of cribal feuds. On capture of boys 
during invasion, the opposite groups even uted to chop thelr genitals so that they cannot 
proceeate, The mothers used to dress the boys a8 girls while taking them to outside villages. 
He said that their ancessors were driven out from place to place before setding in Kalinga 


Literary Evidences of Migration 

Ellen Churchill Semple in her famous work Influences of Geographic 
Environment’"emphasises that migration ‘underlies most written history and consticutes the 
major part of on the written history. especially that of savage and nomadic wribes’ The 


‘Tice pce in the forest mene Kalngs which a nox hited now. 

"The Kendu asa hc bark: When 3 Kendo sick pecied tn ngs and expoted to fr, 
becomes back and covered part crnains white. That wil resemble the supe ofa crake 
luted to decorace thew ticks by baking m wth np. 

STi dae here it apocin forest nee Kalinga ned 2 "Budanipotla” meaning bende ofthe old dy, At 
dhespot are sore wid ian ened ad pepe re Saree oe a ea 
mather thrown wide lrwentn or her thined son 

"Some of he Beth records manson the Kalngs~ Baliga read (SH TA) as Kal Fano 

' aftuences of Geographic Environment pp -75 A SN Fass Nes 
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world history. 


Kui language has its own oral literature in its own « The oral 
tare doped soma axe! we maine sen oor ae, Peston 
to tols of work such as the planting songs by women folk or ploughing songs by men, The 
songs, describe many events as memoirs. The major chunk of songs depicts the purest of 
‘human emotion thac is love. Among all forms of Kui oral terature the genre chat has the 
‘east aeration are the hymns of worship. The hymas are handed dawn from one man to 
‘another as a disciple, very often (rom father to son. The village priests happen to be dhe 
custodians of these hyrnns, Kui hymns basicaly comprised of 


1) Glories of gad for theie creation (purtipipa, bienskohenpahipa) 


2) Soliciting the presence or addressing the gods with dhe place of their reshlence (Dondo 
Debbo) 


3) lnvoking the ancertors by name or ina group (pier pte) 


4) Prayers for well-being, good craps, health of people and cattle, blessings 0 & new bor 
and wedding couple ex. 


‘While invoking the Gods by the name of their places, a priest gives a clear view of 
local geography that one can think of Ic consists ef different hill, streams, sacred groves 
and forests, The extensive coverage of such places by a priest gives him a higher rank. This 
author, while recording ritual hymn in che village Kondbadi came to know the names Kke 
Jhilimil, Godarala, Birikot ere. On enquiry. the priest could net locate the location of 
Jhilimil and Godaraka, The point is how an ifterace and ignorant man who never travelled 
that far could invoke the places as seats ef Gods without a proper name? Kendbadi til 
date does not hava a road to be accessible by a motor bike, People have to walk about 15 
Kilometres to get their PDS rice. The priest himseY has never travelled that far, He had 
inherived the hymng by learning dhrough listening to hit father in line of the Smotis. In the 
time beyond the retrievable memory, the places have been the places warshiped by these 
people, the Khonds, The people moving from one serdement to other have revered those 
places and carry the sacred legacy tll date. Had ic been 2 case of adoption, these hymns 
tmusc have incorporated God's tke jagonnath, Vishnu, Ganesh and exher Hindu deities 


Lingustcaly Kui a language of the Drovidan group that have close afinity co 
Telegu than Odia which come under che Indo-Aryan family of languages. The following 
comparison of few words of Kui with Telegu and Odia languages has been made in the 


following statement. 
us 


Rai Teter ‘Oriya | Meaning in English 

aba ‘ABbayoara Bape Father 

Fas Arona bat Mother 
Ce Nie Pant Water 

1a tw Ghar House 

Rae ‘Apendi Hels Dane 

Waar WaiNeadi Here Fy 


What is the cause of this affinity? What it means to be a group of language? The 
simple answer is, perhaps the same ancestral links. The linguistic affinity of the Vedas and 
Zinda Vesta could esablsh the link of Indian Aryans and European Aryans separaced 
through migration. The finks of Indian Banjaras is established through seudy of language of 
‘Chexe Republic and other nomadic (Hippy) tribes of Europe. The same has happened in the 
«ase of Kul. The Kul speaking people formed the parc of Dravida, migrating from North. 
‘West to South cheough ages. There never has been in any record of migration from south 
to north except through war, Hence, to conclide. chere is no need for reiteration that Kul 
speaking people were part of the contingent of Dravidians from the North than ascribing 
‘the origin fixed ta place and mythical claim of first man on che earth, 


‘Conclusion: 


Every nagon, upen examination, nimns out to have been a more oF fess suecessful 
tmeking pot ln the Indian context, wibes and profesional groups when converted into Jatt 
wore given a Varna stams, a jot rank and necessary assigned 2 gow!’ This constant 
shifting of races and peoples har given the mosaic of cultural assimilation to Kuidina, As in 
history. people speaking language of Sanskric base has followed the Dravidians like the 
Khond sand sated as traders, Government officials and administrators in the habieat of the 
{atter. Buc they have never adopted the language, customs and panel of gods and goddesses 
‘of Kui speatong people On dhe ether hand the lbteral migrancs have become catalysts of 
sanskrzaton or induration as the case may be. The cultural or civiized state of 
Ingeraction aver period of rime has influenced the Kui speaking people, who have social, 
econamic and potacal dominance in Kuidina, Events lice Viswalarma Puja, Satsang of 
Anukulehandra, Laxmi Pua, performance of yajna and immersion of mortal remains (ax) 
fn aea at Puri or in the Ganges, cen days of mortuary pollution on death and annval sredha 
rites exc, can be acrribueed co these factors. It is seen that the successful invaders have 
been more effecve to drive out the indigenoun people. Even in some places, they have 
reduced the original iohabitans to minority. As His Helinese Dslet 
remarks “Tibetans has become tourist attractions” inthe Chinese accupi 


Lama, sarcastically 
ied Tibet” 


"the past ond prejudice (1972), Roma Thapar, 99 39 
“Freedom in Eule-An autobiography af Doles tomo. 
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But their distinguishing socio-culeuraltraits ike 
‘women t say “no” co a prospective groom in 
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Creativity among Tribes of Odisha - An Overview 
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**Anjall Sahoo 


ABSTRACT 
The contemnat ant eos ond erties of te tre communis of Oda afer @ 2 wal 
vocabulary an the socal and cue! ie. The dies, omarments and fovety wo} powings (Chita 
and fou) rfc the retve and ani view of wee Hen wis orci prepored won ona of 
‘relevant primary and secondary doto, 0 sincere attempt hos been mode 10 highight the creawe 
focuy of te tber of Osho i the Fel of or, cafe dence, mun pontng ond Weratue, Aa 
‘rear ht of the mopecmreigous objects incudng deses and shrine cats ofc inber ho oo 
‘been presented in this orice. There are o number of problems which hinder the way of the 
spontaneous overflow of vheir create unges. hove been chalked out rather vehement. Mony 
ossionate and viable suggerdons hove abo been given for the better future of ihe tibot 
communities of o wholeAn effort hos oe been mode 1 find out die missing links ond factors 
influencing creatwtty of the uibat communities as wel 


Key words: Creauivty. Riddles, Indigenous Knowledge (IK), Magko-religious objects, Shrine Crofts 


Introduction 


‘The excellence of being able to produce orignal work or ideas in any field may be 
denoted as creativity. ¢ includes the act of creating or producing something new us 
one's own skill and. jmagination. It otherwise relers wo the production of that which is 
original, innovative or imaginative by nature, Above all creativity depends on independent 
and divergent thinking of the aruse while performing any form ef art. le ean be traced in 
rusic, art, sculpuue, dance, painting or literature. in the contemporary world af are Tribal 
peaple have made theic.own place. Aboriginals of Arica, Australia and New Zealand ete 
have concributed their richest tradition ¢o the treasures of art. Some of the madem trends 
‘of art are the outcomes of the primitive inspirations. Indian tribal people also have definite 
artizie manifestations. The acstheuic sense is inherent in most people £0 alse with the 
tribal groups. 


* Former jaint Direcor end pretenty OSD. Resear, SCSTANL, Bhubaneswar 
"Seats Assstant, SCAT Reseoreh &Trabig ettute, Bhoboneswar 


Importance of Creativity 

A creative thinker whether an 
sciendst always tries to create or 
Mednik, “Creative thinking concise 
Imporeance of creacivity can ny 


artist, a writer, a painter, 2 singer, a dancer or a 
Aiscover ‘something new under the sun’. According to 
of forming new combinations of astocitwe elements. The 


ot ther, inventing new ways and meats of seudying nature and dhe natural world around. 
So ichas eighty been marked by Guliford as “Creray sometines refer to creative potential, 
OMeLIMES (0 creative production and somedines to creative producer”. 


Characteristics of creativity 


‘The characteristics of crea 
have one, two, chree oF many 
1} independent and eri 


tity may be grouped as follows. One creauve artist may 
characceristic simuleaneously as follows. 

tical dhinking, ii} imagination and intrinsic motivation, ili) 
Gencentration and divergent thinking, W) ineligence, insight. and iimination, v) 
‘tiordess fhency and flexibly, wi) tolerance of ambiguity. originality, vi) breadth of 
Ineerest, vii) sensidviy and curiosity, ix) analysis and incuition, x) focus and 


Perseverance, xl) reasoning by metaphor and analogy, xi) synthesis and combination, 
ii) abstraction and simpleton ete 


‘Creativity among Tribes of Odisha: 


Odisha has the unique feawire of 


having $2 tibes. Exch tribe of Odisha is well 
known for its dtstincdivaness in the ways 


craftsmen. Art is most simply and most usually defined as an’ 
forms. Such forms sa0sfy our sense of beauty and the sense of | 
418 able to apprecae a unity or harmony of formal relations amcig‘our sense percepoons. 
The crate examples produced by them have their age-old ways of production ther ony 
desir, colour schemes and iediual shapes. The tools wed bV'the crafamen, though 
rude and simple in many cases can produce unique examples of sulacts mpregmied wen 
silent and subde beauty, The wibal crafis have also their own Brititive characteristice in 
"espect of pittaens, colour schemes, shapes and echniques which should be exclshey 
soe as wil Tria terse alt registers creave impute in it own orginal way 


Beale is satefied when we 


‘Creativity in Tribal Literature 


The tribal groups have retained their mnowledge ih their songs, dances, musi. fa 
‘les, riddles, proverbs enc. and dseminue thar to next generations erally through 


we 


dormitory education. ceremonial hunting, and forest product collection expeditions. The 
{olklores of che writal people offer the healing touch of tune and music: These eribal groups 
ing the victory of realism since the time immemorial. We find their joy and sorrow, 
pleasure and pain, cear and smile in the scanzas of their songs. They generally use the 
simple objects and elements of nature as their simile and metaphor in songs. They also use 
variety of symbols and images to express their ioner selves. The name of their rivers and 
mountains, Gods and Goddesses come ardessly In to their fines of songs. Sociecal shoughes 
along with custamary accent putin thei songs 2 rare quality of beauty and attraction, Their 
‘songs alio represent moral valves and diacipines in an authoritarian voice. They convey the 
message of unity and incegration. 


‘Their songs can be divided into 6 categories, 
+ Agriculeure based 
© Ritual based 
© Hunting based 
+ Love, Marriage and other Social Events based 
Festival based 
© Encercainmenc based 


Kangha songs (for examples) 
(1) thinader mole nad Idetare mote deiore 
Deensopangodara/doentorchesngadera 
Doesika rani polutaltoesitobendipatetc 
Bedatiadoett anyasiadaet 
Yjdiviadceripajadiitydaer 
Ungoocbondigats 
Jananvaabandigoin 


2 ele 
Meaning 


(1) Two girls named Ran! and Bendi 
‘Took birth fram swe holes-Sapangada and Sargugada 
‘There was no gun ray nor moon bear: 
No lighe at all 
White wandering inside che darkness 
They developed a desire to walk on earth 
Just like a bied’s brood coming out af the egg cover, 
“The male power and female power on earth 
‘came inco being from the hole. 


{2} feibidibedonimate Hlemumehenctanginimale 
Indrebatinanjahare! Urkinatascnokemare. 
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Ajbinatakinimalelgiukslatokinimate 
Indrobatnarchore ! Urkinatasanckomare 
Belotokibolanimale! dinctakdinatamate 
Indrabatinatjohare / Urkinetoronckamare. 
‘Majesajstokmimaleinoyedokataninémal 
Indeabatinarjchare! Utkinatosanakomare, 
‘Andenunkiaemalimundaduruniotemal 
Indrabatinenjohare! Urkiatosanokonyore 


Meaning 

{2} Look friend, look dear. 

‘The river Indravat is waving 

Play and spend the day dear 

This time will not be there tomorrow... 
Time is passing 

“Today differs from Yesearday. 

Like wave let's dance and merge 

With one another 

For pleasure, 

For a erue We 

Lec sorrows and sufferings come on our way 
Like the Indravas waves, 

Let's dance and sing 

‘And Drink 

‘The drops of sweat. 


Riddle is very important for dhe suudy of life and culture of a community, Like myth, 
legend and folkate, riddle fs an importne component of folklore. The composition of 3 
riddle needs creativiey to a certain degree and depth. let made Up “6 wo parts. One part 
is question and the other part Is answer pertinent to the question, Usually in the question 
parta fact is concealed by means of eicher metaphor or a smile Whereas the answer pare 
‘of the riddle reveals dhe secret. Because of cis concealment riddle arin its unique beauty 
and significance. Riddle stimulates the inquistiveness and ineliecrual curiosity in man, The 
culoural background of riddle is very vast and varied, Their use of riddles reveals a lor depth 
involved in their meanings 


“The riddles of the tnibal people as 2 whole can be classified as under. 


# Related co natural phenomena 
# Related ep animal world 


ws 


+ Related co food and vegetable world 
‘© Related co human body 

» Related co joker 

+ Related to domestic life 


Stora Riddles (for Exampies) 
Rojancotontadobutjagatapte 7Poids 
(No one can drink water from the king'spring, what fs fe? Green coconue water) 
Barnanarairebendeneuigaisoulagte!Unguly 
‘Wherever a man goes another (oilows him, what ist! Shadow 
Rojonoakadipbutinadinglerupme?Kinteal 
(Who can tel the name of te King's sword? Barana Leaf) 
Langaringan tar pidem tare stejoh F 
‘The white mushroom of the rainy season is dazzling within the cave, what is it? Teeth) 
Yogbbangotijingon Ara 
‘elas dhree heads and cen legs, what isi? A farmer with his plough 


Creativity in Tribal Dance and Music 


Dance is the overt expression of emotional energy by means of systematized 
‘muscular movement. There it certain emotional experience which eranscends the normal 
modes of expression. The purpose of dance is to give symbolical expression to there 
experiences, Ounce may be performed for the sake ofits efect upon the dancer himself or 
for che sake of ts ffect upon the onlookers, Jo all primitiva dances music of tome sort is 
an inseparable feature. le 1s employed by the dancers themselves a add extra rhythm t0 
che dance forms. Frequendy singing is added co incensity the expression of feeling or at 
times to tell a story. 


Differenc types of dances among aboriginal tribes are - 
© Dance on Labou? Sédvities 
© Dance on hurthig ind warkire 
© Magical dances 
© Dance connected, with Death 
© Dance on Marriage 
© Pastime Dances 

© Religious Dances, 

. 


are performed exclusively by either dhe men or the wornen of the community. In some 
dances wile men sing and pay music, the women dance te the tune of music and in some 
ther dances women dance and sing while men only play music. 


Some of the well-known dances of diflerent wibal groups of Odishe are Budigadi / 
Kealasi Dance and Danta Dance (Santalj Karama Dance (Orzon}, Guarsingh Dance (Maria) » 
Kathi Dance (apy), Mali Danee (Gond), Bahahongs Dance (Mankirda), Gotar Parab 
Dance (Lani Sacra}, Ohangéi Dance (Dexia Kondh) and Rinjidi Dance( Paroj}. Dernsa 
Dance (Gadabs and Paros), Changu Dance Quang and Paurt Bhuyan} 


“Tribal Indigenous Knowledge and Creativity 

Tribal society represents a unique and sustainable eco, agriculture and health 
cultures and related indigenous knowledge, worldview and values which are the basis for 
evolution of their animistic reign, social organizations and sustainable subsistence of 
forests and agro-based economy and survral, These elements are in wane with the hws of 
nature and reflece the wisdom of tribal ning i harmony with nature, 


Specific Tribal Indigenous Knowledge 

The tribal life sale Is mostly based on their indigenous knowledge which Fs innately 
connected with nature and its related workdview bells. They believe chat dheir le is 
controlled and guided by various natural and super natural beings that exist around 
them and all the natural resources are the gis of these divine forces, They alo relate 
diferent divine spirits to diferent naural resources. Accordingly they have evolved 
their eco cultures. 

18 They maintain thelr culeural dently and valves through their social organizations such 


as craditional insticutions and dormitories, magico-religious.. practices, languages, 
customs, traditional norms, values, rivals, folic songs, music and dance etc. 


8 Their wellénie socio-culaural systems, strong kinship bonds; totemic concepts, 
dormitory education and well organized pardcipatory demosratic tradidonal village 
institutions are all che supporting mechanisms for the stabiicy, equity and sustainability 
cof ehei life syle 

Their indigenous knowledge and stils in management of fatural resources and bio 
ceultural diversicy is evident from their shifting cultivation. Kaowing the importance of 
maintaining symbiode relationship between man and nature the wital sociedes have 
long back evolved severs! concrofing and regulatory mechanisms, 


fe The tradisonal tribal institutions have an eaborate arrangement to protect and 
conserve the natural resources by esablshing ce concept of eotemism in the 


@ 


communities and social eaboos and negative social sanctions <o deal with che violation 
of these norms. 


1© The community spirit among the tribals is based on the concepts of harmonious ling 
with nawre and nacural resources, communal ownership, communal ceremonies, 
community centered Ie style and the community based harvesting of the resources, 


© There are enviranment riendly festvals of the tribes lice Cho Parab, Kame, Sorhul ec. 


© On the basis of the topography, agro- ecology and their racial and cultural backgrounds, 
tribals have adopted diverse agricultural practices with dheir time tesred indigenous 
knowledge and technologies and have integrated several relaced practices like Shifting 
‘Cultivation, Terrace Culvation and Ptain land Agriculture 


© They possess indigancus knowledge on health and nutrition and herbal medicines for 
fhuman and cacde health. Their ruuitional practices are based on their natural 
resources ke wild leafy vegetables, edible tubers, nuts, berries, fruits, lowers, meat 
te,Their food culaire and food preparations contain sufficient calories, lower in 
saturated fats, more iran and zine, vitamin E, Calcium and ether micro nurrients. 


Creativity in Tribal Arc and Craft 

Areca be seen in almost all aspects of human acévity. But are objects mean articles 
rude with designs. But craft is a deviee applied by a person to convert certain materials 
into frished peoduccs, The tribal art and craft objects mainly include functional, ornamental 
and magico-reigious objects of their everyday use 


Functional Objects 

Funetionat objects may include small dung: of everyday use like textile icems, 
baskets, pots and vessels for keeping domestic articles, oil containers, water pots, musical 
insecuments, measuring Bowls, cobacce cates, foot wears, hunting arrows, war weapons, 
clay lamp, comb, wine pipe, tobacco container, smoking pipe, lighter, ritual knife, extapule, 
bird erap, fishing trap etc 

Textile Itens 

Among the above ceed Kunetional objecsy, textiles deserve special mention with full 
‘of creative impulse. The textile ems of the tribal people include cotton cloth, coat, shawh, 
skir, saree, chedar, loin cloth blouse, jacket. bag, cap ete. We can crace diferent artistry 
fon textiles of diferent tribal groups ike the Dongria Kandha and the Bonda of our state 
‘The Kandhs women wear only 2 short strip of cloth called nod! or ringa. The Banda 
women weave ther fin coches from kerang Sbre chat has been coloured with vegetable 
dyes. The aire of the Dongria Kandhs also looks very colourful and seriking. The Dongra 
Kangha men wear a type of loin clock with iss ends hanging both in the front and ce back 
side of the person, The women use two pleces of clothes as skirt and blouse to caver ther 

us 


from weaving garments, the Gadabas also 


from caw maveriats collected from the foress. 


Pottery, Basketry and Masi us 


The water ots and dhe vessels fr esoking and keeping domes arcs are widely 
used with unique decoration among the wibsl grovps of Ouiha, Their aril musi 
instruments mainly consist of wood. brass, and iron. They alio use various types of 


agricultural implements and weapons of offence and defense having cifert ion and 
artistic couch, ‘ving diferent shape, size an 


Decorative Objects 


The decorative objects include ornaments such as bangles, bracelets, armlets, necklaces, 
fingerings, rings, amnubees, forehead ornaments, hairpins, neckbands etc. Among other 
lees special mention may be made of wall decorations. door carving and paintings which 
‘till play a significane role in che socio-culeural life of the tribal communities, 

Ornamental Carving. 

‘The decorative objects used by the tribal people mainly consist of ornaments made 
of silver, wood, brass, glass, lac, bamboo grass and palm leaf The Bonda women are 
distinctive wich their shaven heads, and bead necklaces covering their torso. The Bonda 
Women wear 3 variety of ornaments such 2s aluminum neck rings, ear rings, nose rings 
finger and coe rings, bangles of glass and aluminum, metallic anklets and head bands made of 
‘grass or beads that cover cheir shaven heads. The Sancal women love to adorn themselves 
with ornaments, Traditionally they include silver bangles. necklace, golden ear rings. nose 
stud, silver aronlecs and ankle-rings. 


Many ornaments of Dongria Kandha are made out of nagiraly available materials. 
Both the Dengria Kandha men and women are fond of omaments and sport long hair ded 
at the back of the head. A small comb and knife, hair pins and clip are used co decorate 
the hair, Ornaments common to men and women include earrings. nose rings and thick 
metal and bead necklaces, Rings adorn the hands and feet, Women also wear metal and 
sass bangles, armlets and other ornaments. The Gadsba women are fond of ornaments 
and decorate their hair with colourful pins and beads. They ute ekborate note pins, 
necklaces, finger rings and bangles. Normally these orraments are made of aluminum and 
brass. The dress and ornaments of the Gadaba women concribute to their distinct identiy. 


Wood carving and door carving 

The Gadabas build beauafu! houses, Their vilges comprise of rows of houses 
arranged along broad pathways. The Gadabss do not adhere to any particular shape of 
house and build circular, square or rectangular dwellings. The Inside and outside areas 
‘of the Gadaba houses are found to be decorated with yellow, white, pink and brawn 
coloured earth. Black feom charcoal is used 20 draw lines and forms, including the form of 
the window on the walls. The centre pale is also decorated. 


© Door and Window Carving 

© Simple but beauaful carving on the wooden objects hike Cow Bet! (tadko) and tnd, 

© Bout (dongo). Plough (longols) and Yoke {uot}, Shoe (kathav), Bow and arrow, 
Children’s Toys etc. 

Small but meaningful Carving on Bamboo made objects ike nampa, chhota, fe, ma ete. 

© The door carving is very simple but decorated with geometric fines. Various types of 
animals and birds are noticed on the door lke peacock, cock, fish, lizard, tiger, deer, 
and cow with call. 


‘Wall Decoration and Wall Paintings 


‘Wall paintings are not only the expression of the wild creadve surge that break the 
bank of lif’ monotony In a flood of fantasy but also form an integral part of the cukural 
{ie of the erbal communicies, The simplese art in any eribal society is that of wall painting. 
‘The custom of making designs on walls and floors for some festivals is widespread in India, 
On certain ceremonial occastons and festivals the tribal people decorate their bodies with 
coloured strips and other designs. Wall drawings in geomesric paccerns on the outer wall 
(of x hut. are found in many eriba vilages of Odisha, 


‘The paintings and sculptures of tribal people are of exceedingly high quality and are 
documents of their cultural heritage. They reves! in symbols and motifs the mast #laborace 
flores of man's creativity. They record various trends and traditions of their society in 
their own language. Since artis the auto biography of culure, we lecate in i the dreams 
and aspirations, boos and witcheraf, success and failures of the people. The symbols and 
‘outs in are portray the imaginations of man and these Imaginations are the representacve 
emotions of the people of a particular period and society 


To decorate the wals with rice pusce is = particular art of che Dongria Kandhas 
hich goes to prove thei love for beautiicaton of their habiest Their art can be broadly 
categorized in ta owa eypes, 

f@ Symbolic are 

4 Representative art 
The symbolic are tke stone sclptres are not made by artis. They are natural in shape 
and texture, Their existence is based on supersitons and belie. Thek selection i mot 
based cn any parucultr guidelines. There is na logic behind it They worship such stoner 

20 


with reat awe and 

she Rosy the represenative arts and paintings are 
fon memory. Apart from animal forms, wibal 

people ao imitate nature and nawiry 

on che spot study. i done cS. The depicdon of nature, vhough nox based 

repretentational way, "OW thee memory. They draw the more ina 


Saora Paintings 


Magico-Religiows Objects 
The magico-religious 


reir own way. Magico- religious beliefs and practices 
» The tribal people believe in the 


Forms of human beings, animals, bids, forms of nacure 
Stone sculptures 


+ Chy Crates 
* Dokra Crafs 

+ Paddy Crats 

Even we can find the couch of creativity in de fokowing things under discussion, 
Creativity in the Act of Tartooing 


Tattoo is dhe maln qadtional decorauve art among the tribes. Apart from ancient 
Evans, the Red indians, Eskimos, Japanese aso pracsced i large. Tatocing i comencn 
Ne most ofthe tial groups. For cttoo marks tancoists generally ke the help of senpla 


an 


places of face are also found, Taree is generally common as an elaborate stripe 2¢ 2r™m, on 
hand, below wrist, on hand between wrists to elbow an encircled thick pactern at ankle, Al 
Kandha women of Odisha love co tation their faces, The most complex ype of tattoo it 
trom the farehead to the chin or both the sides of the fce, The extoe marks on the legs 
Aare smal roses or circles made with a number of dots. 


Factors influencing Tribal Creativity 
‘Art is the product of 2 deep rooted human urge which get expression to emotional 
drives through painung, sculpture, dance, music and lteracure. But there are 2 number of 
factors which directly or indirectly aflece creativity of che tibal groups in their society: Ic 
basically depends on their Gach and beliels, conventions and taboos, heredity and 
environment, their social system and structure exc. We can group those elements as 

© God and Religion 

© The spirie world 
Magic and weeh crate 
Conventions and aboot 
‘Material economic sas of the community 
Environment 
Philosophical Concepts 
Degree of isolation from adjoining culture 


Missing Links and Need of the Hour 


© There is an obvious need for reorientation of tribal craft tradition, introduction of 
‘new designs and extension of good credit facity 

* Cheaper and simpler toolt should be developed with good infrastructure and 
marketing fcicy 

© Usilcy objects are normally used by the common people while the decorative 
‘objects, by che wellto-do, The decorative objects should reach the hands of che 
‘well-to-do families backed by proper exposure and publicity 

© Focus should be on the understanding of the tribal practices and initiating actions to 
facilcace judicious integration of indigenous knowledge (IK) with the modern 
technology to achieve 2 comprehensive, sociologically accepable. economically 
viable and environmentally sound sustainable development. 


Conelusion 


Folk and wibal art pasted from one generation to the next. is the creative 
‘expressionot people who lve in harmony with rature. Trasidonaly, these art forms were 
sed to mark diferent occasions such as celebrations. pacilying malevolent deities or forces 
of nature, thanks giving. harvests and birth of a child, pubersy, marriage and culeural 
festivals. They have become imporane sources of knowiedge about local mythology. 
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the help of twigs, bones or other 
ijarp cutting instruments were 1 


Symbotsm in folkloree a recognizable and usble property of a cotural group. A 
aymbal depicts the identicy. A meaning is established with the density and che purpose of 
communication i served. Symbolism in art acts as a standardized or seized expression of 


rmagico-reigious importance and socio-economic significance of the cwo types of paintings 
may be entirely different or may have a marginal correlation with each other. 
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